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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends
and family. If you want to learn more about ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on
FaceBook. To get your questions answered more personally, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for
a pastor to call you.

Divine Service Setting Four

LSB page 203
Prelude “We Are Called” D. Haas/M. Hayes

Announcements and Attendance/Communion Registration

o

[=1l :-:r.,-,‘:.__ E We would like to know you attended service today!
: _;:F'.i-':i.'-.'-:_:-i-a;r-.

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take
you to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the submit button.

Opening Hymn “Thy Word Is a Lamp” LSB 973
Rise on last verse

Refrain: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.

1 When | feel afraid, think I've lost my way, Still You're there right beside me.
And nothing will | fear as long as You are near. Please be near me to the end. Refrain

2 | will not forget Your love for me, and yet My heart forever is wandering.
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; And | will love You to the end. Refrain

Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI.

Confession and Absolution

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Psalm 121

| lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.

The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.

ocoToTonror

Kyrie

C: (sung) Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy

Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” LSB 204

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God'’s right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

L: Let us pray. O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have promised to
hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Sharing of Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
(share the peace with one another then be seated)

Anthem “Here | Am, Lord” D. Schutte/L. Larson

Service of the Word

Old Testament Reading Genesis 32:22-30

The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. And Jacob
was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not
prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then
he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” And he said
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but
Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the name
of the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”

(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned
it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for
every good work.

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his
appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel (all rise) Luke 18:1-8

C: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 18" chapter.
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C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain
city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.” For a while he refused, but afterward he said
to himself, ‘Though | neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” And the Lord said, “Hear what the
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long
over them? | tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?”

(after the reading)
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Nicene Creed LSB, inside back cover
Children’s Sermon
Hymn of the Day “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729

1 | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, Great and free.

2 | am trusting Thee for pardon; At Thy feet | bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy Trusting now.

3 | am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy By Thy blood.

4 | am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying All my need.

5 I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.

6 | am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall.
| am trusting Thee forever And for all.

Sermon “Gratefulness” Luke 18: 1-8

The Prayer of the Church

L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

(after each petition)

r

Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

L: Merciful Father, as You have promised, keep safe our coming in and our going out from this time forth and
forevermore, for we pray in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we
are moved to share God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in
1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor
or elder before communing.]

Preface
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.
L: Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because
He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
C: (sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;
Heaven and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord.
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgement You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You
justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation
by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in
Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruit of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness,
life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

C: Amen

Lord’s Prayer LSB, inside back cover

L: Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen

Agnus Dei

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Distribution (Please be seated)

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.

If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Hymns during the Distribution
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

[y

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.

“The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”

[EEN

The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died That we might thus be justified.

N

It sets the Lamb before our eyes, Who made the_atoning sacrifice,
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed To come and find eternal rest.

w

It brings the Savior’s righteousness To robe our souls in royal dress;
From all our guilt it brings release And gives the troubled conscience peace.

o

It is the pow’r of God to save From sin and Satan and the grave;
It works the faith which firmly clings To all the treasures which it brings.

(%]

It bears to all the tidings glad And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers And banishes their guilty fears.

)]

May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness.

(Please rise)
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,
For | have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect

Benedicamus and Benediction

L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L: The Lord bless you ...
C: Amen

Sending Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722

1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor | go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages, | need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, | fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding, In peace | go.

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come,
| know that You will strengthen My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me, O blesséd Friend;
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your
support to the mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your
offering off at the church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

eText “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223

oVisit: stl-eastpointe.org and click on “Mission Support”

e Through your Pay Pal account

eScan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support
offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees
for debit and credit card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU
HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).
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Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

Next Sunday
Reformation Sunday

October 26, 2025

Revelation 14:6-7 / Romans 3:19-28 / John 8:31-36

(visit the web page or see the STL publications for more information)

Upcoming Events:

October 31, 2025 — Trunk or Treat
Our front parking lot will be filled with cars and treats!
Join us to pass our treats or come and enjoy the giveaway.
Please sign up on the sheet in the west entrance
if interested in passing out treats.

LifeLine Screening — November 1, 2025
Schedule your screening today to be done here in our gym.
Call to schedule your appointment: 800-324-9458 and use code: HABC001

Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of the professional musicians hired to accompany the Kapelle
and congregation at our Christmas Eve program. This year the Kapelle and cast will present, "Were You
There On That Christmas Night?” by Lloyd Larson. If you would like to be a patron, please place your
donation in an envelope marked "Patron for Kapelle" and place it in the offering box or bring it to the
church office. Or you may donate electronically. Thank you for your support of the Kapelle as they edify
the church through music in song.

I-Can Tutoring - Free tutoring for grades K-8
Monday — Thursday, from 3 -6 pm
Includes: Reading, Math, Spelling, Writing, Prayer, Games & Activities
Contact Mrs. Becky Gladden for more information at (248) 821-4967
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FAITH, HOPE, LOVE MINISTRY

“experiencing faith, hope, and love in community with Christ”

FHL ON SUNDAYS FOLLOWING THE SERVICE

Books of Ruth and Ester — STL Room 207 (Women only)
Facilitator Host: Elizabeth Kruse

Sunday Gospel Talks — STL Room 101 (All are welcome)
Facilitator Host: Deacon Don Cooley

Book of John — STL Room 204 (All are welcome)
Facilitator Host: Deliah Greve

FHL GATHERINGS THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

Monday: 7:00 p.m. Multi-generational — “Proverbs”
Facilitator Host: Kelly Andary

Last Monday: 7:00 p.m. - H.L.S. Il - Women Study & Service Group
“Driven, Heros of the Faith” in conference room 1

Wednesday: 6:30 a.m. Men Only — STL Fireside Lounge — “2" Thessalonians”
Facilitator Host: Mike Dolan

Thursday: 10:00 a.m. Multi-generational — STL Room 101
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
Facilitator Host: Pastor Gladden

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. — STL Fireside Lounge — “Confession and Absolution”
Facilitator Host: Steve Northcott

You’re invited! Lutheran High School Northwest is hosting an Open House for prospective families
of all grade levels on Wednesday evening, October 22! Our hour-long, guided tours — beginning every
10 minutes from 6:30-7:30 - provide an in-depth look at our school and our outstanding academic and
extra-curricular programs. Our students and staff focus on Christ, inside and outside the classroom, and
we strive to live out our Mission Statement of “Learning for Life! Leading in Truth!” This makes Lutheran
Northwest an ideal environment for your child to thrive and grow during the important high school years.
Check us out at our Open House and learn how we can partner with your family to help prepare your
student for a successful future in today’s challenging world! RSVPs preferred but not required for this

event. Sign up on our website at www.LutheranNorthwest.com/events.

October through December Mission Envelopes
CAMP RESTORE - DETROIT
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Food Pantry Donations needed for Holiday Baskets Box:

Au Gratin/Scalloped Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Pasta, Stuffing,
Canned: Cranberry Sauce, Peaches, Pears, Turkey Gravy, Yams.
(Prefer cans with pull tab)

Monetary donations are always appreciated.

Thanksgiving food baskets will be distributed on Saturday November 22nd.

Great Start Preschool - For 4-year-old children
Free - no matter what the income. Call 586-260-6576 for information.

To All who Contributed to I-CAN TUTORING:
| want to sincerely thank you for your donations and support to our I-CAN TUTORING MINISTRY LSEM,
here at St. Thomas. You are truly a blessing to our students.
In His Service,
Mrs. Becky Gladden

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds

(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes

believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

e Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Your personal prayer guide for the week of:
October 19, 2025

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is upon Christ’s people on earth:
e Grant us the blessing of Your grace and faith to hear and heed the voice of Your Word.
o give faithfulness to pastors, that they may bear witness to the appearing and kingdom of Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead.
e Guide and protect all families.
e Uphold all in authority, guide them to promote good and just laws for the benefit of all people, and enable
them to lead according to Your will.

And we remember all children who hear the gospel in church and from their parents, and those in hospice care,
especially Dolly Houth and Brenda Finger.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text
“Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to
the prayer request form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers

?God’s Healing Hand on: Joanne Awe, Stan Topel, Marge Bittner, Shirley McKernon, Diane Ustick, Carol Shermon,
Steve Kruse, Clyde Armstrong, Terra Slatten (wife of Chris, organ repair man), Scott Jones (husband of preschool
director, Michele), Doug Klawender (son of Shirley), Rick Sturm (Sue Wensink’s brother-in-law), Paul Gillette (friend
of Jan Patty), Jeanie Wentworth (aunt of Jan Patty), Lew Sier (former member), Bil Henze (Caroline’s son).

i*Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for:

Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Andrew Brejnak, 19, (grandson of Gerry & Nola
Klonowski, son of their daughter, Lisa), Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of
Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Sally Burk (sister of Lois Revard), Tamara Sommer (Connie’s daughter-in-law).
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