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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends
and family. If you want to learn more about ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on
FaceBook. To get your questions answered more personally, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a
pastor to call you.

Drvine Service Setting Five

LSB page 213

Prelude

Announcements and Attendance/Communion Registration

-Zﬁ-n._"'- E We would like to know you attended service today!
;) ':rnl-'!fl--:i-.'l-.

5 -  To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take you
to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the submit button.

Opening Hymn “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken” LSB 648
Rise on last verse

1 Glorious things of you are spoken, Zion, city of our God;
He whose word cannot be broken Formed you for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded, What can shake your sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded, You may smile at all your foes.

2 See, the streams of living waters, Springing from eternal love,
Well supply your sons and daughters And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river Ever will their thirst assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, Never fails from age to age.

3 Round each habitation hov’ring, See the cloud and fire appear
For a glory and a cov’ring, Showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner Light by night and shade by day,
Safe they feed upon the manna Which God gives them on their way.

4 Savior, since of Zion’s city | through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity, | will glory in Your name.
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures, All their boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasures None but Zion's children know.

Confession and Absolution

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

L: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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L: Our helpis in the name of the Lord,

C: who made heaven and earth.

L: Isaid, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(time for personal reflection)

L: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: |1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

L: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit

C: Amen

Salutation and Collect of the Day

L: The Lord be with you.
:  And also with you.

L: O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit,
and lead us now and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Baptism Hymn “See This Wonder in the Making” LSB 593

1 See this wonder in the making: God Himself this child is taking
As a lamb safe in His keeping, His to be, awake or sleeping.

2 Miracle each time it happens As the door to heaven opens
And the Father beams, “Beloved, Heir of gifts a king would covet!”

3 Far more tender than a mother, Far more caring than a father,
God, into Your arms we place her, With Your love and peace embrace her.

4 Here we bring a child of nature; Home we take a newborn creature,
Now God’s precious son or daughter, Born again by Word and water.

Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House.

KINGDOM WORK - the Rite of Holy Baptism LSB 268
L
Delilah G. Ahee is baptized into the Lord’s family. N [—‘
She was born on May 1, 2023 > 7
She is the daughter of Jeffrey & Abbey Ahee. Z \\:‘*‘?,
Her sponsors are James & Ravin Ahee and Dan & Jessica Griesbaum “—

The Welcome

Host: Through Baptism God has added Delilah Ahee to his own people here at Saint Thomas, to join with usin
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declaring the wonderful deeds of our Savior, who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family and to our family here at Saint Thomas. We receive you as a
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in his
kingdom.
Pastor:  And you, Delilah Ahee, the Lord bless you in all your ways from this time forth and even forevermore.
People: Amen.

Service of the Word

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 66:18-23

“For | know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they
shall come and shall see my glory, and | will set a sign among them. And from them | will send survivors to the nations,
to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, that have not heard my
fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. And they shall bring all your brothers from
all the nations as an offering to the Lord, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to
my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house
of the Lord. And some of them also | will take for priests and for Levites, says the Lord.

“For as the new heavens and the new earth that | make shall remain before me, says the Lord, so shall your
offspring and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to
worship before me, declares the Lord.”

(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading Hebrews 12:4-24

In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten
the exhortation that addresses you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord
disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children
and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them,
but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather
than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so
that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness
without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of
bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy
like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the
sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For
they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “l tremble with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
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(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel (all rise) Luke 13:22-30

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. And someone said
to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For
many, | tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the master of the house has risen and shut the
door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, ‘I
do not know where you come from.” Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught
in our streets.” But he will say, ‘I tell you, | do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of
evill” In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. And people will come from east and west, and from
north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. And behold, some are last who will be first, and some
are first who will be last.”

(after the reading)
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Creed “We All Believe in One True God” LSB 953

1 We all believe in one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need, Praised by all the heav’nly host;
All He made His love enfolds, All creation He upholds.

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son,
Who descended from His throne And for us salvation won;
By whose cross and death are we Rescued from all misery.

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who from both in truth proceeds,
Who sustains and comforts us In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity, Praise forever be to Thee!

(Please be seated)

Children’s Sermon

Hymn of the Day “You Are the Way; through You Alone” LSB 526

1 You are the way; through You alone Can we the Father find;
In You, O Christ, has God revealed His heart and will and mind.

2 You are the truth; Your Word alone True wisdom can impart;
You only can inform the mind And purify the heart.
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3 You are the life; the empty tomb Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm,
And those who put their trust in You Not death nor hell shall harm.

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant us that way to know,
That truth to keep, that life to win Whose joys eternal flow

Sermon “The Narrow and the Global Call”
The Prayer of the Church
L: God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, grant us repentant faith to strive to enter ever more deeply into Your blessings

=

of forgiveness, life and salvation. By the witness of Your saints, gather many from the very corners of this world
to enter Your kingdom.

(after each petition)
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord God, You have drawn to Yourself believers from all nations and sanctified them in Holy Baptism as priests
and Levites in Your Church. Fortify their faith and embolden their witness, that many may be gathered into the
new heavens and new earth; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we are

moved to share God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in

1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor or

elder before communing.]

Preface
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L:  Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them unto the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.
L: Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our God,

king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the
testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us
His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless
love which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath
and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a
gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Sanctus “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LSB 549, w. 1,7

1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.
We'll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.

Lord’s Prayer LSB, inside back cover

L: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Words Of Our Lord

Pax Domini LSB 197

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (sung) Amen

Agnus Dei LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution (Please be seated)

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Hymns during the Distribution

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall | lift up my head.

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these | am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

3 Lord, | believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty, Was also shed in love for me.

4 Lord, | believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made.

5 When from the dust of death | rise To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me.
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6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid.

“Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care” LSB 757

(tune 710)
1 Lord, it belongs not to my care Whether | die or live;
To love and serve Thee is my share, And this Thy grace must give.

2 If life be long, | will be glad That | may long obey;
If short, yet why should | be sad To soar to endless day?

3 Christ leads me through no darker rooms Than He went through before;
He that unto God’s kingdom comes Must enter by this door.

4 Come, Lord, when grace has made me meet Thy blessed face to see;
For if Thy work on earth be sweet, What will Thy glory be!

5 Then shall | end my sad complaints And weary, sinful days
And join with the triumphant saints Who sing my Savior’s praise.

6 My knowledge of that life is small, The eye of faith is dim;
But "tis enough that Christ knows all, And | shall be with Him.

(Please rise)

Post-Communion Hymn ”Splendor and Honor” LSB 950

1 Splendor and honor, majesty and power Are Yours, O Lord God, fount of ev’ry blessing,
For by Your bidding was the whole creation Called into being.

2 Praised be the true Lamb, slain for our redemption, By whose self-off’ring we are made God’s people:
A priestly kingdom, from all tongues and nations, Called to God'’s service.

3 To the Almighty, throned in heav’nly splendor, And to the Savior, Christ our Lamb and Shepherd,
Be adoration, praise, and glory given, Now and forever.

Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co

Post-Communion Collect

L: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

L: Bless we the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L: The Lord bless...give you peace.
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C: Amen.

Sending Hymn “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” LSB 805

1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’'nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Please place your offering in the boxes at the entrances!

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support
to the mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off
at the church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

eText “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223

e Visit: stl-eastpointe.org and click on “Mission Support”

e Through your Pay Pal account

eScan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support
offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for
debit and credit card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

I-Can Tutoring
Free tutoring for grades K-8

August 26 starts the fall semester - Monday — Thursday, from 3 -6 pm
Includes: Reading, Math, Spelling, Writing, Prayer, Games & Activities
Contact Mrs. Becky Gladden for more information at (248) 821-4967

Next Sunday
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - August 31, 2025

Proverbs 25:23-10 / Hebrews 13:1-17 / Luke 14:1-14

Join us on Thursday at 10 am in Conference Room 1
Study of the book of Revelations — lead by Pastor Gladden

This promises to be a powerful and enriching journey through one
of the most profound books of Scripture.
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Upcoming Events:

(visit the web page or see the STL publications for more information)

TODAY - August 24" — 3 church BBQ at St. Thomas
(3 churches — Bethlehem, St. Peter’s and St. Thomas)

The 3 church members are invited to this connecting event.
Following the service!

August 27, 2025 - MCREST Fundraiser at Buffalo Wild Wings
Must have ticket — available on tables around the church.
ALL DAY Valid at: 23117 Harper Road| St. Clair Shores, MI 573-756-9464

September 7" — St. Thomas Church Picnic
Following the service until 4 pm
Bring a dish to pass and your appetite for food, fun, and fellowship.
Watch for more information!

September 13™" — Clothing Closet
1lam—-1pm

September 20" — Food Pantry Open
llam—-12 pm

MCREST WEEK
September 215t — 28
Watch for signup sheets for your time and talents are in the west entrance.

September 27*" — Community Movie Night
8 pm—10:30 pm
Movie to be announced

Lutheran World Relief School Kits will be collected by H.L.S. Il (Hearts in Study and Hands in Service) women'’s
group. Collection of items will begin August 3™ and goes through September 28™. Please see the flyer for items and
directions, located on table with worship folders, or from Marilyn Redmond. Do not purchase the backpack, only items

to be included in the backpack.

Great Start Preschool
Free - no matter what the income
For 4-year-old children - Starts in September.
Located in St. Thomas Lutheran Church
Call 586-260-6576 for information.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (in st. Clair Shores) is currently in need of a secretary. This position is part-time with
hours on Monday thru Friday, from 9 am — 1 pm. The hourly rate is $16.50/hr. | you are interested in applying for this
position, contact Pastor Cornwell at 708-738-0829, email pastorstpaulscsmi@gmail.com or the congregational
president, Paul Blackwell at 586-237-7709.

Rummage Sale at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Friday, September 5™ from 9 am — 4 pm and Saturday, September
6™ from 9 am — 2 pm (half off day!). St. Paul’s — 375 Lothrop in Grosse Pointe Farms. Cash, check & Credit Card
Accepted.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is celebrating 100 years! What a joy it is to announce the celebration! To
celebrate 100 years of the Lord’s faithfulness, they would like to extend an invitation to a special celebratory service
to be held on Sunday, September 28 at 3pm and then to a dinner where we will spend time in fellowship. Cost of the
dinner for adults is $20, and children 6-12 is $8 and children under 5 is free. Deadline for your reservation is September
15", For more information and to register, please call Bethlehem church office at 586-777-9128

Food Pantry Needs:

Thank you for supporting our Food Pantry.
We are currently in need of the following items:
Laundry Detergent, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper,

July through September Mission Envelopes
M.C.R.E.S.T.
(Macomb Country Rotating Emergency Shelter Team)
(Not for our week, but to go directly to the organization)

Attention singers!! Kapelle will begin rehearsing for its 2025-2026 choir season on Sunday, September
21 at 8:30am in the music room. Lots of great music planned! Looking forward to singing together again!
New singers are always welcome and encouraged to join this great group of singers!! Any question, please
see Lori. Come, sing unto the Lord a new song.

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles,

Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

e Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who
believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

[10]


mailto:pastorstpaulscsmi@gmail.com

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Your personal prayer guide for the week of:
August 24, 2025

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is upon Christ’s people on earth:
e Bring together all who come to Your table, that the speaking of Your Word would strengthen and sustain them
in the one true faith.
e O Lord, prosper Your Church, the preaching of the Word, and the work of all pastors and church workers.
e Bless all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; all those who care for our children; and our police,
firefighters, emergency personnel and disaster-relief workers.
e Uphold all in authority, enable them to lead according to Your will.

And we remember all children who hear the gospel in church and from their parents, and those in hospice care.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text
“Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the
prayer request form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers
TFor Loved Ones Called Home: The family of Doug Conger, former member, who was called home last week

God’s Healing Hand on: Stan Topel, Karen Cichocki, Marge Bittner, Shirley McKernon, Diane Ustick, Carol Shermon,
Dolly Houth, Steve Kruse, Clyde Armstrong, Debra Closurdo, Terra Slatten (wife of Chris, organ repair man), Scott Jones
(husband of preschool director, Michele), Allison Bottke (friend of Linda Bucholtz), Lorice Droelle (niece of Debbie
Kajawski), Doug Klawender (son of Shirley), Rick Sturm Sue Wensink’s brother-in-law).

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Joanne Awe, Brenda Finger, Harrison Ahee, Kennedy Pank (great-
granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Andrew Brejnak, 19, (grandson of Gerry & Nola Klonowski, son of their daughter,
Lisa), Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Sally Burk
(sister of Lois Revard), Tamara Sommer (Connie’s daughter-in-law).

Praise and Thanksgiving: For the baptism of Delilah G. Ahee. Daughter of Jeffrey & Abbey Ahee.

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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