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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends
and family. If you want to learn more about ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on

FaceBook. To get your questions answered more personally, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for
a pastor to call you.

Drvine Service
3 Sunday after the Epiphany
Prelude “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” L. Stead/W. Kirkpatrick

Announcements and Attendance/Communion Registration

We would like to know you attended service today!

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will
take you to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the submit
button.

Opening Hymn “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage” LSB 582

God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations.

Opening Prayers

L: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared.
C: But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him and see him as he is.
L: Because of the love the Father has given to us we can truly be called children of God.
C: And everyone who hopes in Christ purifies himself as Christ is pure.
Hymn of Praise “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411, wv. 1-2

| want to walk as a child of the light. | want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

Refrain: In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
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| want to see the brightness of God. | want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002509
Prayer of the Day and the Sharing of Peace

L: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty
to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
(share the peace with one another)

Anthem “Lord of the Dance” S. Carter/D. Hart
The Service of the Word
Old Testament Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to
bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law before
the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh
month. And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive
to the Book of the Law. . ..

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it
all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting
up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. . ..

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood
the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as
they heard the words of the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”

(after the reading)
R: Thisis the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and
all were made to drink of one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, |
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because
I am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of
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smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the
body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of
healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel (all rise) Luke 4:16-30

C: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. LSB 411 refrain The Lamb is the
light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus.

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue
on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all
spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.” What
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” And he said, “Truly, | say to you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. But in truth, | tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and
Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And
there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman
the Syrian.” When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 2nd they rose up and drove
him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw
him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away.

(after the reading)
L: Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Apostles Creed LSB, inside back cover

| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
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buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Children’s Sermon
Hymn of the Day “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LSB 839
1 O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night;

5

Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice.

Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way!
Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed In You find peace and heav’'nly rest.

Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv’'n By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Public domain

Sermon “When the Word Is Reality” Luke 4:16-30

The Prayer of the Church

L:

L

C:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

(after each petition)
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for
our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension
before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Confession and Absolution

oOT 0O

These are they who have come out of the great tribulation.

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb.
God has chosen to give us birth through the word of truth,

That we might be a kind of first-fruits of all he created — his saved servants.

(time for personal reflection)

Make haste to deliver me, O God:
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Make haste, O Lord, to help me, for | am hurting on the inside, and have failed in helping others around
me. Inyou, Lord Jesus, do | take my refuge. In your mercy take away my sin and rescue me from all evil.
You are my help and my deliverer. O Lord, do not delay.

God has come in the person of Jesus to rescue you. He died for your sins and was raised for your justification.
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus, and by His authority, | announce the full forgiveness of
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

The Service of the Sacrament

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we

are moved to share God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in

1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor

or elder before communing.]

Preface
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.
L: Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because
He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Thanks be to God.

Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer LSB, inside back cover

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen

Words of Institution

Pre-Communion Canticle “O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee” LSB 632

O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood.

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am Il How good Thou art!
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Distribution

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Hymns during the Distribution
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002509

“Preserve Your Word, O Savior” LSB 658, vs. 1, 3,5

1 Preserve Your Word, O Savior, To us this latter day,
And let Your kingdom flourish; Enlarge Your Church, we pray.
O keep our faith from failing; Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us While living here below.

3 Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion, Bought dearly with Your blood;
Protect what You have chosen Against the hellish flood.
Be always our defender When dangers gather round;
When all the earth is crumbling, Safe may Your Church be found.

5 Preserve in wave and tempest Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather, May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot, And set the course aright;

Then we will reach the harbor In Your eternal light.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002509

Post-Communion Canticle

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LSB 623 w. 4, 5
(tune LSB 632)
One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.
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Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Post-Communion Prayer and Benediction

Sending Greeting

L: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living” LSB 706

1 Lovein Christis strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one;
Love in Christ is true and giving. May His will in us be done.

2 Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility,
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity.

3 Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end.

Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002509

Your 2024 Giving Statements are available — see Linda in the west entrance, or the church office, to pick
yours up and save the church mailing costs.

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your
support to the mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your
offering off at the church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

eText “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223

oVisit: stl-eastpointe.org and click on “Mission Support”

eThrough your Pay Pal account

eScan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support
offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees
for debit and credit card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU
HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

Soup and Sandwich Saturday — February 15, 2025
Signup sheets are in the west entrance.
Your time and talents are needed.
Monetary gifts are needed as well.
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2025 Envelopes are available in the west hallway! Please stop by the table, print your name on the list
next to the envelope # you are taking home. Information for electronic giving is printed in the worship
folders. If you have any questions, contact Linda in the church office. Please do not use other years
envelopes!

January through March Mission Envelopes

THE LUKE CLINIC
(now in both Detroit and Flint)

IT'S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS: The mission of the Luke Clinic is to promote the health and wellbeing of the
local population by providing accessible, high-quality medical care for expectant mothers and infants under 12
months of age. They are committed to providing accessible, relationship-based services that will exceed the
expectations of their patients and their communities resulting in an effective great compassion and great
commission ministry. It is all about saving lives ... empowering women ... building faith.

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box, through your
designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of January, February, and
March will be given directly to THE LUKE CLINIC. For more information on the ministry, go to
www.thelukeclinicorg or call 866-458-5352.

LUTHERANNORTHWEST | UTHERAN NORTHWEST NEWS

8™ GRADE FAMILIES: Interested in enrolling your son or daughter at Lutheran High
Northwest for next year? See below for some important dates and deadlines to keep on
your radar this month! If you have any questions or would like to arrange a family visit
and/or student shadow day, please call our Admissions Director, Mary Gutenkunst, at 248-
852-6677, or email mgutenkunst@lhsa.com. We’re happy to be a resource for your family
as you prayerfully consider your high school options for next year!

e We are hosting an 8™ GRADE INTRO NIGHT on Wednesday, January 22, at 7PM. This fun evening provides
an official welcome to 8" graders already registered or considering Lutheran Northwest for next year. It will
also provide helpful information to parents about the LHNW curriculum and scheduling options for
9% grade. Students who have taken our High School Placement Test will receive their test scores at this
time. No pre-registration is required. Dessert is included as we celebrate with the newest members of our
Crusader family!

e If you haven’t yet applied and are ready to take that step, NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO APPLY FOR
ADMISSION FOR 2025! Our application fee is at its lowest ($200) through the end of January, but it will
increase to $250 on February 1. The application is quick and easy and can be completed online
here: www.lutherannorthwest.com/apply.

LEARNING FOR &2/ LEADING IN Swdth!

5™ & 6™ GRADE FAMILIES: The Lutheran Northwest 5" & 6" Grade Quiz Bowl is back! The big day is Wednesday,
February 5, at 6PM. Form a team of 3-5 students and sign up for this fun & challenging event! Registration closes
on Monday, February 3, so don’t delay. Sign up online on the Quiz Bowl page

at www.LutheranNorthwest.com/events. See you there!
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NEXT SUNDAY

The Purification of Mary and

Presentation of Our Lord
February 2, 2025

Scripture Readings: 1 Samuel 1:21-28 [ Hebrew 2:14-18/ Luke 2:22-32 (33-40)

Fundraiser for H.L.S. I
Hungry Howies’s Fundraiser Card for $10.00

Get over $45 in Savings!

We have a few left! Available from Linda in the church office.
The purchase of this card will help H.1.S. Il with their funding for
servant events in the upcoming year.

Thank You for your support!

ATTENTION LADIES!

H.I.S. 2 (Hearts in Study and Hands in Service women’s group) will be meeting Monday, January 27th at
7:00 in Conference Room 1 (across from the church office). The Bible Study this month is entitled
"Mountaintop of Transcendence". A short meeting will follow. We'd LOVE to have you join us!! H.I.S. 2
meets every 4th Monday of the month.

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes
believing that:

Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,

&)



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Your personal prayer guide for the week of:
January 26, 2025

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week:
e Keep us focused and ready for Your Son’s glorious return.
e Bless all pastors and ministers, that they may preach the pure doctrine of Your saving Word, which will
never pass away.
e Comfort and guide those in California battling the fires.
e Give wisdom and courage to all who govern our communities and country, enable them to lead according
to Your will.

And we remember all children who hear the gospel in church and from their parents, and those in hospice care.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text
“Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to
the prayer request form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers +

?God’s Healing Hand on: William Erfourth, Debra Closurdo, JoAnn Dieball, Larry Cichocki, Roy Leidich, Robert Miller
(Heather’s father), Julie Tyner (friend of Caroline Henze), Doug Klawender (son of Shirley), Emily Henze (daughter-
in-law of Caroline), Beverly (friend of Connie Sommers), Allison Bottke (friend of Bucholtz’s), Michele Jones
(preschool director), Betty MacArthur (former member), Brad Tenn (friend of Brenda Zito).

i*Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Debbie Closurdo, Janet Semenjuk, Joanne Awe, Brenda Finger,
Harrison Ahee, Andrew Brejnak, 19, (grandson of Gerry & Nola Klonowski, son of their daughter, Lisa), Robert
Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Jan Adams, Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong),
Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Sally Burk (sister of Lois Revard), Tamara Sommer
(Connie’s daughter-in-law).
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