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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends and family.
If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get
your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member
to give you a call.

Divine Service

INVITATION

God draws us into his presence.

Entrance Hymn “To Your Temple, Lord, | Come” LSB 981

To Your temple, Lord, | come, For it is my worship home.
This earth has no better place, Here | see my Savior’s face.

| through Him am reconciled, | through Him become Your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace In Your courts Your love to trace.

While Your glorious praise is sung, Touch my lips, unloose my tongue
That my joyful soul may bless Christ the Lord, my righteousness.

While the prayers of saints ascend, God of love, to mine attend.
Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; Hear, for Jesus intercedes.

While | listen to Your Law, Fill my soul with humble awe
Till Your Gospel bring to me Life and immortality.

While Your ministers proclaim Peace and pardon in Your name,
Through their voice, by faith, may | Hear You speaking from the sky.

From Your house when | return, May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say, “I have walked with God today.”

Entering Prayers

L: Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

L: Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

C: Who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.

L: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most Hight will abide in the shadow of the Almighty,

C: The Lord is our refuge and our fortress, our God in whom we trust.

L: Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth.

C: He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear.

L: He says, “Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.”

C: Yes, the Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
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L: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Sharing of Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

(share the peace with one another)

Anthem “Man on the Middle Cross” R. Walker,
Aj Pruis, M. Jenkins, M. West, J. Tincher

INSTRUCTION

God feeds our heart, soul, and intellect.

Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, saying, “l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the LORD your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LorRD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in
vain.

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath
to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

(after the reading)
R: Thisis the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of
what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a
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stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things
that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God
made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

(after the reading)
R: Thisis the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading John 2:13-25

“Ancient Words”

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world,
they resound with God’s own heart. Oh, let the ancient words impart.

Words of life, words of hope give us strength, help us cope.
In this world where e’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home.

Refrain: Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you.
We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart.

Arranged by John Purifoy, Words and Music by Lynn DeShazo
© 2001 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP, This arrangement © 2009 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 2.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen
and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple,
with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up
in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was
doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed no one to bear witness
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

(after the reading)

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to us through sacrifice.
Oh, heed the faithful words of Christ. Refrain

Refrain: Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you.
We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart.
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In this world where’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home.

We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart.

Nicene Creed LSB inside back cover

Announcements and Attendance Registration

Children’s Sermon

We would like to know you attended service today!

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take you
to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the submit button.

Hymn of the Day “How Deep the Father’s Love”

How deep the Father’s love for us, How vast beyond all measure,
That He would give His only son To make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss - The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the chosen One Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon a cross, My sin upon His shoulders;
Ashamed, | hear my mocking voice Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life - | know that it is finished.

| will not boast in anything, No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom;
But | will boast in Jesus Christ His death and resurrection,
Why should | gain from His reward? | cannot give an answer;
But this | know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom.

Stuart Townend Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music

Sermon “Foolishness & Wisdom” 1 Corinthians 1:27-31

INTROSPECTION

God convicts us to action.

KINGDOM THOUGHTS
“Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us Your salvation.” (Psalm 85:7)

What does it mean to you that God’s love is resolutely firm and unwavering?
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EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the
mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church. If
you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223

Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/

Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms

Through your Pay Pal account

e Scan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering
automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit
card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

The Prayer of the Church

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(after each petition)
Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

o~

L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” WOV 790

Praise to you, O God of Mercy! Thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly: thanks be to you forever!

From of old you loved and sought us! Thanks be to you forever!
Truth and justice you have taught us: thanks be to you forever!

Strong is your faithfulness, strong is your love,
Rememb’ring your covenant of life with us.

Praise to you, O God of mercy! Thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly: thanks be to you forever!

Thanks be to you forever!

Text and Music by Marty Haugen, b. 1950, ©1990 Gia Publications, Inc.
THANKS BE TO YOU irregular

Confession and Absolution

If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him?
But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared.
Good Lord, deliver us from all sin, error, and evil within us and around us.

We poor sinners implore you to hear us, good Lord. Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.

oOT 0O

(silence for reflection and self-examination)
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L: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting. He is the God of our salvation who has defeated our
enemies, atoned for our sins, overcome death and the devil, and authorized me to proclaim this good news to you: Your
sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

INVOLVEMENT

God makes his absolution shown in the world.

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we are moved to share
God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in
1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor or elder before
communing.]

Service of the Sacrament [Exodus 15:2, 11, 18]

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.

This is my God, and | will praise him, my father’s God, and | will exalt him.

Who is like the Lord, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

The Lord will reign forever and ever. Amen.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting. He is the God of our salvation who gathers us and
rescues us from the nations. We give thanks to his holy name as we behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world.

C: Amen

ToOT o

Words of Institution

Hymn of Preparation “Lamb of God” LSB 550, w. 1, 3

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side
To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, | love the holy Lamb of God!
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

| was so lost, | should have died, But You have brought me to Your side
To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain

Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI.

Distribution of the Sacrament - Continuous Line

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Distribution Hymn
Anthem “Words of God Speak” B. Millard/P. Kipley
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“When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”

When | survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God,;
All the vain things that charm me most, | sacrifice them to His blood.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all!

Post-Communion Canticle

Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died:
The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God.
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, | love the holy Lamb of God!
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Dismissal
Sending Prayer and Benediction

Sending Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory”

God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.

Cure Your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service
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NEXT SUNDAY
The 4™ Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2024

Scripture Readings: Numbers 21:4-9/Ephesians 2:1-10/John 3:14-21

Easter Plant Orders — Would you like to help beautify our altar area with Lilies, Tulips or Hyacinths? You will find
pink order forms on tables around the entrance of the church. All plants are $13.00. Orders are due to Nancy
Gutowsky by March 10%". You will then be able to take them home and plant them after the Easter services. If you
have any questions, please contact the church office.

Fatih Hope and Love Gathering - the Thursday Bible study will start on April 4 @ 1PM and we will be studying the book
of Romans! This Study will be held in the conference room 1 (across from the office). Please join Jim Wolfe, facilitator, for this
exciting study.

Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of the professional musicians that are hired to support the Kapelle and
congregational singing for our beautiful Easter Sunday Festival service. If you would like to be a patron for Easter, please bring
your contribution to the church office or donate electronically and notify the church office of your electronic donation. Thank
you for your continued support of the Kapelle and the music ministry.

Lent 2024

Midweek Wednesdays at noon — March 6 thru March 20

MIDWEEK THEMES
"Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”

March 6 — “Jesus: God’s Son and Your Servant”
March 13 — “Your Ransom and Your Rescue”
March 20 — “In Trouble He Will Comfort You”

We will gather in the sanctuary for reflections, prayers, and singing.

HOLY WEEK is March 24 — March 31

March 24: Palm Sunday Communion Service — 9:30 a.m.
March 28: Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 p.m.

March 29: Good Friday Communion
Worship Services at Noon and 7:00 p.m. (Tenebrae)

March 31: Easter Sunday
8:30 a.m. — Easter Breakfast
10:00 a.m. - Festival Communion Service
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THE LUKE CLINIC
January through March Mission Envelopes

Life Line Screening is coming to St. Thomas on May 10™.

To make an appointment and to receive the special discount,
(pick up a flyer on the tables around the building)
Please call 1-800-640-6307 or visit LLSA.SOCIAL/HC

Pick up your Lenten Devotionals at the entrances!

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

o Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock. for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth Sunday at 10:45
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
March 3, 2024

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s work through his Word:
e Bringing joy and peace into our hearts through the Good News of Jesus.
e Healing all who are stymied by fear, shame, pain, or grief.
e Expanding the ways we search the scripture together and care for our neighbor remotely.
e As FHL small group participants invite new people to join them.

And we remember those at both ends of life on this earth, the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those nearing
life's end, remembering especially all pregnant mothers, and those who are in hospice care.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request
form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers

7God’s Healing Hand on: Larry Cichocki, Marge Bittner, Brenda Finger, Harrison Ahee, Betty Nelson (sister of Caroline
Henze), Andrew Brejnak, 19, (grandson of Gerry & Nola Klonowski, son of their daughter, Lisa), Ellen Walker (friend of Jan
Adams), Paul Jakowski (former member), Sarah Schnepper (niece of John Hupp and Ann).

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Mary Burke- Gianino, Joanne Awe, Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Jan
Adams, Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong),
Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond).
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