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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 
We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends and family.  
If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get 
your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member 
to give you a call. 

 

Divine Service 
 

INVITATION 
God draws us into his presence. 

 
Entrance Hymn                                         “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                                        LSB 657 
 

 A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe. 
    With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

 Though hordes of devils fill the land All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 
 

 God’s Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
    Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
 

Text (sts. 1–4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  

 

Entering Prayers  
 

 L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 C: Who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 
 L: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most Hight will abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
 C: The Lord is our refuge and our fortress, our God in whom we trust. 
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 L: Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
 C:  He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.  He breaks the bow and shatters the spear. 
 L: He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 C: Yes, the Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 L: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the people 

of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world 
to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 C: Amen. 
 

Sharing of Peace 
 

 L: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

(share the peace with one another) 

 
Anthem                                         

 

INSTRUCTION 
God feeds our heart, soul, and intellect. 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                          Genesis 22:1–18 
 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to 
his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 
both of them together. 

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 
I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares 
the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate 
of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 

(after the reading) 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament Reading                                                                                                                                       James 1:12-18 
 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which 
God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

 

(after the reading) 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                                Mark 1:9-15 

“Ancient Words” 
 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, 
they resound with God’s own heart. Oh, let the ancient words impart. 

 

Words of life, words of hope give us strength, help us cope. 
In this world where e’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 

 

Refrain:  Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you. 
We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart. 

  
Arranged by John Purifoy, Words and Music by Lynn DeShazo 

© 2001 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP, This arrangement © 2009 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP 

 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, Chapter 1. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of 
the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 
(after the reading) 

 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  
Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, came to us through sacrifice.    

Oh, heed the faithful words of Christ. Refrain 
 

Refrain:  Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you. 
We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart. 

 

In this world where’er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
 

We have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words impart. 
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Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                        LSB inside back cover 

 

Announcements and Attendance Registration 
 

Children’s Sermon 

 
We would like to know you attended service today! 
 

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take you 
to the web page/form for attendance.  Fill out the form and hit the submit button.  
 
 

Hymn of the Day                                    “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”                                            LSB 418 
 

 O Lord, throughout these forty days You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, And free us from our past. 

 
 You strove with Satan, and You won; Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust In God’s eternal Word. 
 
 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves, Since we have known God’s love. 
 
 Be with us through this season, Lord,  And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, We join in heaven’s praise. 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 

Sermon                                          “Jesus Prevails in the Midst of Life’s Struggles”                                Mark 1:12-15 

 

INTROSPECTION 
God convicts us to action. 

 
The Prayer of the Church 
    

    L:   Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

(after each petition) 
 L:   Lord in your mercy 
 C:   Hear our prayer 
 
 L:   Lord God, heavenly Father, see how the adversary continually afflicts us and walks about as a roaring lion seeking to devour 

us. We implore You for the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, to help us by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and to strengthen our hearts by Your Word, that our enemy would not prevail over us, but instead that we may abide 
evermore in Your grace and be preserved to life everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him.  

James 1:12 
 

What does it mean to you that God will give you the crown of life? 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  If 
you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 
 

Offertory                                                    “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”                                                       WOV 790 
 

Praise to you, O God of Mercy!  Thanks be to you forever! 
Raising high the weak and lowly: thanks be to you forever! 

 

From of old you loved and sought us!  Thanks be to you forever! 
Truth and justice you have taught us: thanks be to you forever! 

 

Strong is your faithfulness, strong is your love, 
Rememb’ring your covenant of life with us. 

 

Praise to you, O God of mercy!  Thanks be to you forever! 
Raising high the weak and lowly: thanks be to you forever! 

 

Thanks be to you forever! 
 

Text and Music by Marty Haugen, b. 1950, ©1990 Gia Publications, Inc., THANKS BE TO YOU irregular 

 

Confession and Absolution   

 

 L: If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him? 
 C: But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared. 
 L: Good Lord, deliver us from all sin, error, and evil within us and around us. 
 C: We poor sinners implore you to hear us, good Lord.  Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life.  Amen. 
 

(silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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 L: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting.  He is the God of our salvation who has defeated our 
enemies, atoned for our sins, overcome death and the devil, and authorized me to proclaim this good news to you:  Your 
sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

 

INVOLVEMENT 
God makes his absolution shown in the world. 

 
“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we are moved to share 

God's grace with the world." 
 

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in  
1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor or elder before 

communing.] 
 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                              [Exodus 15.2, 11, 18] 
 

 L: The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
 C: This is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
 L: Who is like the Lord, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
 C: The Lord will reign forever and ever.  Amen. 
 L: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting.  He is the God of our salvation who gathers us and 

rescues us from the nations.  We give thanks to his holy name as we behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. 

 C: Amen   
 
  

Words of Institution 
  

Distribution of the Sacrament - Continuous Line 
 

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray. 
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server. 

If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. 

 
 

Hymn of Preparation                              “Lamb of God”                                             LSB 550, vv. 1, 3 
 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side 
    To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 

 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, love the holy Lamb of God! 
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side 
    To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

 

Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. 
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Distribution Hymn 
 

 “The Glory of These Forty Days”                                                               WOV 657 
 

The glory of these forty days we celebrate with songs of praise; 

for Christ, through whom all things were made, himself has fasted and has prayed. 
 

Alone and fasting Moses saw the loving God who gave the law; 

and to Elijah, fasting, came the steeds and chariots of flame. 
 

So Daniel trained his mystic sight, delivered from the lions’ might; 

and John, the Bridegroom’s friend, became the herald of Messiah’s name. 
 

Then grant, O God, that we may, too, return in fast and prayer to you. 

Our spirits strengthen with your grace, and give us joy to see your face. 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. M Bell, Music: attr. M. Luther. 

Tr. © 1906 Oxford University Press, London 

 

  
 

Post-Communion Canticle                                                                                                                                                     LSB 550, v. 2 
 

Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 
    The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

 Dismissal 
  
Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn                                                      “Jesus, Lead Thou On”                                                            LSB 718 

 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent 
February 25, 2024 

 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 / Romans 5:1-11 / Mark 8:27-38 
 

http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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Lent 2024 
 

Midweek Wednesdays at noon  
February 21 – March 20 

We will gather in the sanctuary for reflections, prayers, and singing. 
 

HOLY WEEK is March 24 – March 31  
 

March 24:  Palm Sunday Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. 
 

March 28:  Maundy Thursday 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 29:  Good Friday Communion 

Worship Services at Noon and 7:00 p.m. (Tenebrae) 
 

March 31:  Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. – Easter Breakfast 

10:00 a.m. – Festival Communion Service 

 
Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of the professional musicians that are hired to support the Kapelle and 
congregational singing for our beautiful Easter Sunday Festival service. If you would like to be a patron for Easter, please bring 
your contribution to the church office or donate electronically and notify the church office of your electronic donation. Thank 
you for your continued support of the Kapelle and the music ministry. 

 
Help Wanted - St. Thomas is currently looking to hire a custodian to keep our facility clean and welcoming to all who enter. 
This position is for 10 - 20 hours a week. Hourly rate of $15. Hours are flexible, with daily cleaning of the preschool (during school 
times), Monday thru Thursday is needed. Some weekend hours will be required as our facility usage dictates. Applicant must be 
18 years or older, be able to work independently, be able to lift 35 pounds. For more information, contact Linda in the church 
office.  

 
Pick up your Lenten Devotionals at the entrances! 

 
  

 Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene 
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

February 18, 2024 
  

 In your prayers this week please remember: 

• Our schools – public, private and those in homes – and all connected to the education of our children and youth in this 
new year. 

• Owners and employees of small businesses in our state 

• Those who feel isolated or alone, along with those who suffer with depression. 
• Our individual and joint efforts of sharing God’s peace and hope with all. 
• For the partnership call with Historic Trinity, that will bring us a pastor. 

 

And we remember those who protect and nurture life on this earth, this week remembering all military families, emergency 
responders, and hospital, nursing home and hospice care workers. 

 

 
 To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request 
form.  
 
 

 
† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 

 

God’s Healing Hand on: Marge Bittner, Brenda Finger, Harrison Ahee, John Belvedere (son-in-law of Caroline Henze), Scott 
Baker (grandson of Diane Ustick), Betty Nelson (sister of Caroline Henze), Andrew Brejnak, 19, (grandson of Gerry & Nola 
Klonowski, son of their daughter, Lisa), Ellen Walker (friend of Jan Adams), Paul Jakowski (former member). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for:  Mary Burke- Gianino, Joanne Awe, Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Jan 
Adams, Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), 
Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Adriana 
Sullivan (friend of Sue Wensink). 
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday at 7:30 p.m.  

 

“The Flock” for children and Cross†raining JC Style for youth 
 

Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week 
 

 

mailto:mdolan421@gmail.com

