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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

January 14, 2024
Saint Thomas Lutheran

23801 Kelly Road, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021 - 586-772-3370

www.stl-eastpointe.ory
Guest Pastor: Rev. Christian Jones

Specific Ministry Pastor: Rev. Richard A. VanBriggle, Deacon: Don Cooley



http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends and
family. If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book.

To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff
member to give you a call.

Drvine Service
Recetving the Good News

Opening Praise “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” LSB 405

To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

The Savior came to be baptized The Son of God in flesh disguised
To stand beneath the Father’s wil And all His righteousness fulfill.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’'nly dove, Descended on Him from above.

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree, “The one | love, who pleases Me.”

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel.

Entering Prayers [Psalm 29]
L: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.
C: Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
L: The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders over many waters.
C: The voice of the Lord is powerful and full of majesty.
L: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him

with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in their calling to be your children and inheritors with
him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Hymn of Praise “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” [LSB 411, vv. 1-2]

| want to walk as a child of the light. | want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

Refrain: In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

| want to see the brightness of God. | want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

Prayer of the Day and Sharing of Peace

L: Almighty God give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of light, now
in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus came to visit us in great humility, that in the last day, when he shall
come again in glory, we may rise to the life immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.
L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

(share the peace with one another)

Anthem “Bind Us Together” B. Gilman

+ The Service of the Word +

Old Testament Reading Genisis 1:1-5

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

(after the reading)
R: Thisis the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading Romans 6:1-11

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still
live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
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(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Mark 1:4-11
LSB 580, wv. 1
(tune 664)
C: The Gospel shows the Father’s grace, Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died That we might thus be justified.

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, Chapter 1.
C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all
the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of
the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”

(after the reading)
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
C: May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; w. 6
May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness.
Apostle’s Creed LSB inside back cover
Announcements

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.

We would like to know you attended service today!

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take you
to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the submit button.

Hymn of the Day “God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It” LSB 594

God’s own child, | gladly say it: | am baptized into Christ!
He, because | could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.
Do | need earth’s treasures many? | have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity!
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Sermon

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: | am baptized into Christ!

| have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me

In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Satan, hear this proclamation: | am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation, | am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I've traveled, All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me!

Death, you cannot end my gladness: | am baptized into Christ!
When | die, | leave all sadness To inherit paradise!
Though | lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:

Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine.

There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I'll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:

| am baptized into Christ; I’'m a child of paradise!
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker.

Responding to the Good News

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the

mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the
church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233

Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms

Through your Pay Pal account

Scan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering
automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit
card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

The Prayer of the Church

L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

L: Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

(after each petition)

L: Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the Holy Spirit, in the fullness of grace at the baptism of Your
dear Son and, with Your voice, directed us to Him who has borne our sins, that we might receive grace upon grace.
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Strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

KINGDOM THOUGHTS

“So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 6:11)

Our financial priorities are changed as we are raised with Christ.

Offertory “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ LSB 565, vs. 1 & 2
(tune 921)

Thy works, not mine, O Christ, Speak gladness to this heart;
They tell me all is done, They bid my fear depart. Refrain

Refrain: To whom save Thee, Who canst alone
For sin atone, Lord, shall | flee?

Thy wounds, not mine, O Christ, Can heal my bruised soul;
Thy stripes, not mine, contain The balm that makes me whole. Refrain

Confession and Absolution [Romans 10]

L: The word is near you; in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the word of faith that we proclaim.

If we declare with our mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead, we will be

saved.

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him.

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

L: Together as His people let us call upon the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, open our ears and our hearts to your Word, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

0

(silence for reflection and self-examination)

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and by his blood we are made new. As a called and
ordained servant of Jesus, | therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

+ Service of Holy Communion+

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we are moved to share
God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in
1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor or elder before
communing.]
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Service of the Sacrament [Psalms 72 and 45]

Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel who alone does marvelous deeds.

Praise be to his glorious name forever.

Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever;

A scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom for you love righteousness.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen
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The Words of Institution

Distribution of the Sacrament - Continuous Line

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Pre-Communion Canticle “O Jesus, Blessed Lord to Thee” (tune LSB 358)

O Jesus, blessed Lord, to Thee my heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who has so lovingly bestowed on me Your body and Your blood.

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am I! How good Thou art!

Distribution Hymn
Anthem “We All Are One in Mission” R. Edwards

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” LSB 590

Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
| claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among Your saints, Your chosen host.
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, Your Spirit now shall live within.

My loving Father, here You take me To be henceforth Your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, here You make me The fruit of all Your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me When threat’ning clouds around | see.

My faithful God, You fail me never; Your promise surely will endure.
O cast me not away forever If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when | come defiled; Forgive, lift up, restore Your child.

All that | am and love most dearly Receive it all, O Lord, from me.

Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be!
Let nothing that | am or own Serve any will but Yours alone.
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Post-Communion Canticle

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”

One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Dismissal

Sending Prayer
Benediction

Sending Hymn “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”

God, who made the earth and heaven, Darkness and light:
You the day for work have given, For rest the night.
May Your angel guards defend us, Slumber sweet Your mercy send us,
Holy dreams and hopes attend us All through the night.

And when morn again shall call us To run life’s way,
May we still, whate’er befall us, Your will obey.
From the pow’r of evil hide us, In the narrow pathway guide us,
Never be Your smile denied us All through the day.

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, And when we die,
May we in Your mighty keeping All peaceful lie.
When the last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not forsake us,
But to reign in glory take us With You on high.

Holy Father, throned in heaven, All-holy Son,
Holy Spirit, freely given, Blest Three in One:
Grant us grace, we now implore You, Till we lay our crowns before You
And in worthier strains adore You While ages run.

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

NEXT SUNDAY

3" Sunday after the Epiphany
January 21, 2024

Scripture Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 /1 Corinthians 7:29-31/ Mark 1:14-20
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LUTHERAN NORTHWEST NEWS

8™ GRADE FAMILIES: Interested in enrolling your son or daughter at Lutheran High Northwest for next year? There
are some important dates and deadlines to keep on your radar this month!

1)

2)

3)

We are offering our HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT TEST on Saturday, January 20, from 9AM-Noon. This free
test is strongly encouraged for all students considering Lutheran Northwest for Fall! It’s a very helpful tool as
we work with you and your student to schedule 9™ grade classes. If possible, please PRE-REGISTER for the
test by emailing lutherannorthwest@lhsa.com.

We are hosting an 8™ GRADE INTRO NIGHT on Wednesday, January 24, at 7PM. This fun evening provides
an official welcome to 8% graders already registered or considering Lutheran Northwest for next year. It will
also provide helpful information to parents about the LHNW curriculum and scheduling options for 9t grade.
Students who have taken our High School Placement Test will receive their test scores at this time. No pre-
registration is required. Dessert is included as we celebrate with the newest members of our Crusader
family!

If you haven’t yet applied and are ready to take that step, NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO APPLY FOR
ADMISSION FOR 2024! Our application fee is at its lowest ($150) through the end of January, but it will
increase to $200 on February 1. The application is quick and easy and can be completed online here:
www.lutherannorthwest.com/apply

If you have any questions or would like to arrange a family visit and/or student shadow day, please call our
Admissions Director, Mary Gutenkunst, at 248-852-6677, or email mgutenkunst@lhsa.com. We’re happy to be a
resource for your family as you prayerfully consider your high school options for next year!

5™ & 6™ GRADE FAMILIES: The Lutheran Northwest 5" & 6" Grade Quiz Bowl is back! The big day is Wednesday,
February 7, at 6PM. Form a team of 3-5 students and sign up for this fun & challenging event! Registration closes on
Sunday, February 4, so don’t delay. Sign up online on the Quiz Bowl page at www.LutheranNorthwest.com/events.
See you there!

2024 Envelopes are available in the west hallway! Please stop by the table, print your name on the list next to the
envelope # you are taking home. Information for electronic giving is printed in the worship folders. If you have any
guestions, contact Linda in the church office. Please do not use other years envelopes!

Help Wanted

St. Thomas needs to have a snow shoveler/salter for the entrances and the sidewalks on stand-by for when it snows.
The shoveling will need to be done before school starts at 8:00 am (by 7:30 am) and then throughout the day when
we have a snowstorm. Entrances/sidewalks will also need to be shoveled before school lets out, at 3:00 pm and on
Sunday mornings before service. Please contact Linda in the church office if you're interested. This is a paid position

and will be discussed with the interested person.

There will be no Monday Night Vespers on January 15,
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Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

. His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

° Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

e Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock_ for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week
January 14, 2021

Our Primary Prayer focus is the life transforming power of Christ’s Word, and especially:
e Through printed and online devotions, and worship gatherings, in-person and virtual
e Inthose who are living outside of faith in Jesus.
e Among those who participate in THE FLOCK, and our FHL and CrossTraining ministries.
e Through witness to those living without hope or peace in Christ.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request
form.

And we remember the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those nearing life's end,
remembering all grieving families, and those who are in hospice care.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers

#For Loved Ones Called Home: The family of Mary Bohde, who was called home on January 7. The family Melissa Murray,
former member, who was call home on December 27%.

?God’s Healing Hand on: Brenda Finger, Ben Stubenrauch, Harrison Ahee, John Belvedere (son-in-law of Caroline Henze),
Scott Baker (grandson of Diane Ustick).

irContinued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Mary Burke-Gianino, Joanne Awe, Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Jan
Adams, Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong),
Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Adriana
Sullivan (friend of Sue Wensink).
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