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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as
friends and family. If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org,
or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-
772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call.

4t Sunday in Advent
Divine Service

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Opening Hymn “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” LSB 375

Come, your hearts and voices raising, Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
Loudly sing His love amazing, Worthy folk of Christendom.

Christ, from heav’n to us descending And in love our race befriending;
In our need His help extending, Saved us from the wily foe.

Jacob’s star in all its splendor Beams with comfort sweet and tender,
Forcing Satan to surrender, Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.

From the bondage that oppressed us, From sin’s fetters that possessed us,
From the grief that sore distressed us, We, the captives, now are free.

Oh, the joy beyond expressing When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing That Your love has set us free.

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.

Opening Liturgy
L: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him?
C: But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared.
L: We are gathered in His presence to hear His Word, call upon Him in prayer, and receive the body and blood

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us, therefore, first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot save ourselves. Together as
God’s people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake
of Christ, and pray:

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(silence for reflection and self-examination)

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
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Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen. Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Hymn of Invitation “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” LSB 353, w.1&4

Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redemption, Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility.

Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comforts us in failing years.

Prayer of the Day
L: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength,
C: And save us from the threatening dangers of our sins.
L: Grant us the gift of Your divine peace and pardon,
C: And bless Your Church, here and scattered throughout the world, as we proclaim the Gospel and call all

nations to faith.

ALL: (sung) LSB389,w.1&6

Let all together praise our God Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

He is the key and He the door To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

Proclamation of the Good News

L: God has heard our cry. Immanuel is come. He has defeated our enemies, atoned for our sins, and
authorized me to proclaim this good news to you: Your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

L: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
(share the peace with one another)

The Service of the Word

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-14

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But
Ahaz said, “l will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it
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too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

(after the reading)
R: Thisis the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading 1John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son
of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

(after the reading)
R: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel (all rise) Matthew 1:18-25
C: (sung) Savior of the nations come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! LSB332,v.1

By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 1.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means,
God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his
wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(after the reading)
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
C: (sung) Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our King, LSB 332,v. 8

Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.
The Apostles Creed LSB inside back cover

Announcements

(3]



Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.

We would like to know you attended service today!

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it
will take you to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the
submit button.

Hymn of the Day “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Sermon “Fullfilment” Matthew 1:22

Our Response to God's Word

KINGDOM THOUGHTS

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1: 14)

How does this manifest in your life today?

Prayer of the Church

(after each petition)

r

Lord in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

r

... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

0
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Offertory “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LSB 350, w. 1,2, 4

Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee.

Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though | am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine!

Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your
support to the mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop
your offering off at the church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:
Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223
Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
Through your Pay Pal account

e Scan this Quick Response (QR) code
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering automatically
taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit
card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS,
OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

The Service of the Sacrament

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we
are moved to share God's grace with the world."

[Because of the closeness of this sharing (and the concerns expressed in
1 Corinthians 11:27-29) we ask that those who have not been taught the faith at STL speak with a pastor
or elder before communing.]

Preparation for the Sacrament

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.

L: Assembled with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

C: (sung) LSB 357,wv.1,5

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
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O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain

The Lord’s Prayer LSB back cover

Words of Institution

L: This Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Distribution of the Sacrament - Continuous Line

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Entrance Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341, w. 1,2

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.

To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise.

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress.

The end of all our woe He brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.

Hymns during Distribution
“What Child Is This” LSB 370

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!

Post-Communion Canticle

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341, w. 5

Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name.
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Dismissal

Sending Prayer
Benediction

Sending Hymn “See amid the Winter’s Snow” LSB 373

See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years. Refrain

Refrain: Hail, O ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain

Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this! Refrain

Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

Up Coming Worship and Events

December 24 - Christmas Eve Celebration at 4 pm

December 25 - Christmas Day at 9:30 am

December 31 — 1% Sunday after Christmas with portions of NYE service (no evening
service) at 9:30 am

January 13, 2024 — Undecorate the Church at 9:00 am
Help is needed!

Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of the professional musicians we hire to accompany the
Kapelle and enhance our Christmas Eve service. Please place your donation in an envelope marked
"Patron for Kapelle" and place it in the offering plate, offering box, bring it to the church office or give
electronically. Thank you for your support of the music ministry.

Christmas Eve - Plan now to attend the 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Service at St. Thomas. The service will
feature the Christmas Story intertwined with poignant narration, beautiful choral music, familiar carols,
dance and a powerful Nativity visual presentation. Something new this year.......... each child in
attendance will receive a special gift bag following the service. Hope to see you there!!l Merry
Christmas!!!
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2024 Envelopes are available in the west hallway! Please stop by the table, print your name on
the list next to the envelope # you are taking home. Information for electronic giving is printed in the
worship folders. If you have any questions, contact Linda in the church office. Please, do not use these
envelopes until 2024!

October through December Mission Envelopes

CAMP RESTORE - DETROIT
(Housed in Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church)

DID YOU KNOW? The area surrounding Camp Restore Detroit (9t Precinct of Detroit) is only 20%
populated. This means many houses, lots, and even entire blocks are abandoned. Camp Restore works
to restore hope in the community through hosting groups of all ages and sizes, housing and feeding
them, and partnering with community leaders and community organizations in activities of
environmental cleanup, construction, and human care.

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through
your designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of October,
November, and December will be given directly to CAMP RESTORE DETROIT. For more information on
the ministry, go to www.camprestore.org or call 313-527-3366.

NEXT SUNDAY

15" Sunday after Christmas/New Year's Eve
December 31, 2023

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 / Galatians 4:4-7/ Luke 2:22-40

Sermon Title: “Depart in Peace” — Text: Luke 2:29

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds

(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes

believing that:

e  Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e  His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e  Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

. Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to
all who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Your personal prayer guide for the week of:
December 24, 2023

Our Primary Prayer focus is the life transforming power of Christ’s Word, and especially:
e Remembering the Babe in the manger this Christmas worship services.
e Those who feel lost and hopeless.

Families and individuals who struggle this holiday season.

Individuals who sit alone and need a friend.

And we remember those who protect and nurture life on this earth, this week remembering global
healthcare needs and political situations.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com),
text “Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be
taken to the prayer request form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers

?God’s Healing Hand on: John Hupp, Caroline Henze, Brenda Finger, Ben Stubenrauch, Harrison Ahee, Beth
White (niece of Jan Adams), Wilhelm Wolf (cousin of Vera LaFrate), Joe Habrowski (Sue Wensink's cousin),
Thomas Patch (Sandra’s husband), Jane Hinkins (friend of Alicia Anno), John Belvedere (son-in-law of Caroline
Henze).

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Mary Buike, Gianino, Joanne Awe, Robert Laroche (family of Jan
Adams), Jan Adams, Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde
& Carolyn Armstrong), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Kennedy Pank (great-
granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Adriana Sullivan (friend of Sue Wensink).
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