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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends
and family. If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370)
and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call.

Drvine Service
Lessons and Carols

(Please register your attendance)

TODAY’S SERVICE

Adapted from the Advent Carol Service used at St. Paul’s Cathedral in England, today’s service is part of a long
tradition of vivid Advent services whose purpose is to help us as we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ, and for his coming again in glory. Much of the service is drawn from ancient sources. Some of the images
have been used from the beginnings of Israel, through the period of the New Testament, through the Middle Ages to
the present day. Every age has found in them a new richness through which God’s continuous mercy, revealed most
dramatically in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, can be seen.

Our scripture readings focus upon the promises God made through his prophet Isaiah. Isaiah's ministry began around
740 BC and continued for nearly 60 years. It is generally thought that he spent most of his time in Jerusalem. In
both his lifetime and, most importantly, in his revelations, Isaiah saw some of the best (beautiful Gospel) and the
worst (sin and rebellion) of things for the people of God.

At various times and from assorted locations a voice will be heard, symbolizing how the prophets appeared as God’s
instruments throughout the Old Testament. God’s Word will be read from one location to express symbolically the
consistency of God throughout our pilgrimage on earth, in forgiving our sins and providing His strength. The
candlelight in the procession is a reminder that God is with us always, even to the end of the age. As the service
concludes, we, who are gathered around his throne of grace, are sent into our darkened world (Isaiah 62:1-3) with the
burning torch of the Gospel.

THE GATHERING

Our God draws us into his presence

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Prelude “Comfort Ye” G. F. Handel

Call to Worship

L: Hear, oh people, the promises of your God:
We will listen and rejoice as he speaks to us through his prophet.
L: The Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. (7:14)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. (9:2)
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (9:6)
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L: A bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench. (42:3)
| will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments
of salvation;

L: He has covered us with the robe of righteousness. For as the earth sprouts forth with new life in the spring,
So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. (61:10-11)

Song of Preparation

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
(1 Cantor, 3 & 5 ALL)

1 Cantor: Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see Evermore and evermore.

3 ALL Thisis He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord Evermore and evermore.

A 5 ALL Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory Evermore and evermore. Amen.

The Bidding

L: Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
: Amen.

L:  Stir us up, O Lord, in your way of peace. Give light to us and all who live in the darkness of sin and in the
shadow of death, and kindle in us the fire of your love.
C: Amen. Come Lord Jesus.

The Responsory
Cantor:  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch.

Congregation:

Refrain

@?kb
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% This is the name
by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righ-teous-ness.

Cantor:  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is our Righteousness

Cantor:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is our Righteousness

(congregation is seated)
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THE WORD OF THE LORD

Our God speaks to us
THE MESSIAH ESTABLISHES A NEW KINGDOM

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 40:1-5

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is
ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and
the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth
of the LORD has spoken.”

Anthem “Prepare Ye the Way” M. Barrett/M. Smith
A Voice Cries Out

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 11:1-9

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit
of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion
and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

The Processional Hymn

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ” LSB 344
(1 Cantor, 2, 4, 5-ALL)

1 Cantor: On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 ALL  Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.

4 ALL  Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

5 ALL All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.
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THE MESSIAH CREATES A NEW PEOPLE

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 40:25-31

To whom then will you compare me, that | should be like him? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is
hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LoRD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding
is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LoRD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint.

A Voice Speaks

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 42:1-7

Behold my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon him; he will
bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised
reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not
grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. Thus
says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes
from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the LoRrD; | have called you in
righteousness; | will take you by the hand and keep you; | will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who
sit in darkness.

Anthem “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” J. Van Valey/S. Berry

The Bidding (congregation stands)

L: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation.

L:  He comes with this good news: Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen, King Jesus. We are your people, serving as your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

L:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten Son, that all may hear the Good
News of their salvation, and, in the age to come, may worship him in purity forever.

C: For he lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Processional Hymn “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” LSB 342

What hope! An Eden prophesied Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side, Led by a little child!

A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: The fruit of God’s design.

As banner of God’s love unfurled, Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world Would rally to the cross.
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Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword Come, open heaven’s door.

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.

THE MESSIAH WORKS THROUGH SUFFERING

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 53:3-7

He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

A Voice Speaks

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 53:10-11

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall
see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his
soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

GOD AT WORK IN AND THROUGH US

KINGDOM THOUGHTS

“I thank Him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to His service.” (1 Timothy 1:12)

How will you serve others from what you have received today?

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support
to the mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering
off at the church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

e Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223

Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/

Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms

Through your Pay Pal account

e Scan this Quick Response (QR) code

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support
offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees
for debit and credit card transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU
HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).
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We would like to know you attended service today!

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it
will take you to the web page/form for attendance. Fill out the form and hit the
submit button.

Offertory “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332
(1 solo/2women /4 men/6choir/8ALL (rise)A)

1 Solo: Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.

2 Women: Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

4 Men: Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.

6 Choir: For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’'ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

A 8 All: Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.

Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain
Text (sts. 4, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

THE MESSIAH COMES TO BLESS

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 55:6-12

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed in
the thing for which | sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before
you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

A Voice Speaks

The Word of the Lord Isaiah 55:1-3

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich
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food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and | will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, | made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander
for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run
to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.”

Anthem “0 Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort” J. Franck/C .Stein

THE LORD IN OUR MIDST

We believe and receive

The Apostles Creed

L: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you:
| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers and Communion Liturgy

(after each petition)

=

Lord, in your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

o

Words of Institution

Agnus Dei [tune: LSB 357]

O Come, O Come Thou Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Continuous Line Distribution

“As we receive the True Body and Blood of our Lord, our faith is fed, our spirits are encouraged, and we are moved
to share God's grace with the world."

All who wish to come forward will be ushered down the center aisle
to receive the body and blood of Jesus or a blessing.
If you are coming for a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

Alcohol-free wine is available in the center of each individual cup tray.
Gluten-free host is available upon request from the host server.
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Hymns during the Distribution
Anthem “Ding Dong Merrily on High” K. Roth

“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” LSB 624,wv. 1,3,6,7

The infant Priest was holy born For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He, Anointed from eternity.

The holy Lamb undaunted came To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes, This Priest became a sacrifice.

The body of God’s Lamb we eat, A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird.

Post-Communion Canticle

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621, w.1,2,4

Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.

King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.

At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

Dismissal
THE SENDING
We carry his gracious presence into the world
THE MESSIAH’S VOICE ECHOES
THROUGH ALL GENERATIONS
The Word of the Lord Isaiah 62:1-3

For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth
as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings
your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of
beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
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The Bidding

ToOToT o

Pass though, pass through the gates; prepare the way for the people.

Build up, build up the highway. Raise a banner for the nations.

Say to the daughters of Zion:

See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him.

You will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord.

Those sought after, the City No Longer Deserted.

Stir up your power, O Lord, in us. By his coming to us in his body and blood, give us strength in our conflicts,

compassion for those who still walk in darkness, and boldness in our witness.
C: Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn

“Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376
(1 Cantor, 2,4, 5 All)

1 Cantor: Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2 ALL: He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Savior holy.

4 ALL: And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on To the place where He is gone.

5 ALL: Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high.
Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound!

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service

Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of the professional musicians we hire to accompany the
Kapelle and enhance our Christmas Eve service. Please place your donation in an envelope marked "Patron
for Kapelle" and place it in the offering plate, offering box, bring it to the church office or give
electronically. Thank you for your support of the music ministry.

Christmas Eve - Plan now to attend the 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Service at St. Thomas. The service will
feature the Christmas Story intertwined with poignant narration, beautiful choral music, familiar carols,
dance and a powerful Nativity visual presentation. Something new this year.......... each child in attendance
will receive a special gift bag following the service. Hope to see you there!!l Merry Christmas!!!
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Up Coming Worship and Events

December 13 & 20 Advent at Noon only

December 22 - Holiday food basket packing 5:30 pm
Help is needed!

December 23 - Holiday food basket distribution starting at 10 am
Help is needed starting at 9 am!

December 24 - Advent Four at 9:30 am

December 24 - Christmas Eve Celebration at 4 pm

December 25 - Christmas Day at 9:30 am

December 31 — 1% Sunday after Christmas with portions of NYE service (no evening
service)

January 13, 2024 — Undecorate the Church at 9:00 am.

It's Lutheran Witness time! This is the time to order or renew subscriptions of the Lutheran
Witness (LW), the official periodical of the LCMS. It is published 11 times a year and provides laypeople
with stories and information that complement congregational life, fosters personal growth in faith, and
helps interpret the contemporary world from the Lutheran Christian perspective. The subscription year is
March 2024 through February 2025. Yearly subscriptions are &19.00/year each if orders are placed
through the St. Thomas church office (if not the cost is $24.99). Orders and money need to be in the office
by December 10 (checks made payable to St. Thomas).

LUTHERAN NORTHWEST NEWS:

The Crusaders are hosting BASKETBALL GRADE SCHOOL NIGHT on Friday, December 15! This fun evening
will be jam-packed with basketball (4:30 — JV Girls & Freshmen Boys; 6:00 — Varsity Girls & JV Boys; 7:30 —
Varsity Boys). Come early, bring the family and make a night of it! Kids through Grade 8 get in free to all
games. Sign up in advance on the event page at www.LutheranNorthwest.com/events so your child is
eligible for free goodies at check-in!

The Bands & Choirs of Lutheran Northwest invite you to join in their celebration of Christ’s birth at their
annual CHRISTMAS CONCERT on Saturday, December 16, at 4PM! This free concert will take place at St.
John Lutheran Church, 1011 W. University Drive in Rochester.

Spread the word! Wednesday, January 10, is our CRUSADER OPEN HOUSE. Prospective families with
students at all grade levels are invited to learn more about us during this informative evening. Guided
tours will cover the full range of the high school experience at Lutheran Northwest: Acclaimed academics,
awesome athletics, amazing fine arts, active student life & leadership and, above all, a caring, Christ-
centered family. Meet our administrative team, members of our faculty, and current students! Tours
begin every 10 minutes from 6:30-7:30. (Plan an hour for the entire experience.) Visit our website at
www.lutherannorthwest.com/events to pre-register.

BEGIN YOUR CHILD’S PATH TO BECOMING A CRUSADER: Have you already made up your mind to enroll
your 8™ grader at Lutheran Northwest? If you haven’t yet applied, now is a great time to take this step!
Our application is live at www.LutheranNorthwest.com/apply. Questions? Call our Admissions Office at
248-852-6677 or email mgutenkunst@lhsa.com.
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Giving Tree Remember to stop by the Giving Tree in the west entrance and select a card for a person
who needs you to share Christ’s love this season. The cards are for our Great Start Readiness Program
Preschool — 18 children and 25 children from Evergreen Lutheran Church & School in Detroit. Please follow
the directions on the table for each card selected. Gifts must be back at the church by December 17!

2024 Envelopes are available in the west hallway! Please stop by the table, print your name on
the list next to the envelope # you are taking home. Information for electronic giving is printed in the
worship folders. If you have any questions, contact Linda in the church office. Please, do not use these
envelopes until 2024!

October through December Mission Envelopes

CAMP RESTORE - DETROIT
(Housed in Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church)

DID YOU KNOW? The area surrounding Camp Restore Detroit (9t Precinct of Detroit) is only 20%
populated. This means many houses, lots, and even entire blocks are abandoned. Camp Restore works
to restore hope in the community through hosting groups of all ages and sizes, housing and feeding them,
and partnering with community leaders and community organizations in activities of environmental
cleanup, construction, and human care.

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through
your designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of October,
November, and December will be given directly to CAMP RESTORE DETROIT. For more information on
the ministry, go to www.camprestore.org or call 313-527-3366.

Joy-filled Investing

Your investment in Church Extension Fund helps build facilities for the spreading of the Gospel. Your
investment works for you earning competitive interest rates while serving the Lord; a double joy!
For more information, contact (Congregation Representative and telephone number) or call toll-free
800-242-3944.

The information provided here is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy CEF securities. The offering of CEF
securities is made solely by our Offering Circular. CEF will offer and sell our securities only in states where authorized.
The securities are subject to certain risk factors as described in our Offering Circular. CEF investments are not insured by
the FDIC, SIPC, or any other governmental agency.

Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds

(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes

believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

e Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Your personal prayer guide for the week of:
December 10, 2023

Our Primary Prayer focus is the life transforming power of Christ’s Word, and especially:
e Through our Advent and Christmas worship services.
e At workin the redeemed, increasing our generosity and joy in giving.
e Families and individuals who struggle this holiday season.
e As we serve our community through our Clothing Closet and the distribution of our Holiday food
baskets.

And we remember those who protect and nurture life on this earth, this week remembering global
healthcare needs and political situations.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan
(mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code,
with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request form.

T In Our Thoughts and Prayers +

God’s Healing Hand on: Caroline Henze, Brenda Finger, Ben Stubenrauch, Harrison Ahee, Beth White (niece of
Jan Adams), Wilhelm Wolf (cousin of Vera LaFrate), Joe Habrowski (Sue Wensink's cousin), Thomas Patch (Sandra’s
husband), Jane Hinkins (friend of Alicia Anno).

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Joanne Awe, Robert Laroche (family of Jan Adams), Jan Adams,
Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn
Armstrong), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Kennedy Pank (great-granddaughter of Marilyn
Redmond), Adriana Sullivan (friend of Sue Wensink).

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Monday at 7:30 p.m.

“The Flock for children and Crosstraining JC Style for youth
Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week,
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