Congregational Connector

News from the Board of Directors — March 2023

PASTORAL TRANSITION: Quick recap on the calling efforts for a new Senior Pastor. A call was extended to
Pastor Karl Strenge on February 15". After much consideration, Pastor Strenge notified St. Thomas on March
4" that he was not accepting the call. As per the approval of the congregation, a call was made to the second
candidate, Pastor Craig Donofrio, on March 9. As of this writing Pastor Donofrio is prayerfully considering the
call from St. Thomas. Please continue to keep Pastor Donofrio and St. Thomas in your prayers.

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND BOARDS: The Voters Assembly on May 23, 2023, will meet to vote on
ratifying the budget for next fiscal year as well as the slate of officers whose terms are expiring for various board
positions. All members of the STL Mission Team are urged to begin their prayerful consideration of how they
will serve in the year ahead. If you would like to run for a position or have any questions about board
membership, don’t hesitate to contact any of the Board leaders, including Fred Bauss, Kelly Crivella, Tony
Berkseth, Gary Lysse, Keith Altenburg or Mark Matheson.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Sunday April 2 Palm Sunday 9:30 am

Thursday April 6 Journey to the Cross  11:00 am — 1:00 pm & 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm
Friday April 7 Good Friday 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Sunday April 9 EASTER SUNDAY 10:00 am (Breakfast at 8:30 am)

CALLING ALL HANDYMEN AND WOMEN

Actually, you don’'t have to be all that handy. Help is needed for small repairs/upkeep to the church and
school areas. For years there was a “Wednesday Crew” that took care of things of this nature. Time for
some new blood. Don’t have to commit to a set day or time or be mechanically inclined (although that
might help). If you have interest in helping, get in touch with Linda or Gary Lysse.

Keep the Hetzner’s in your prayers in thanksgiving for their service and commitment to St. Thomas over the
years and as they continue their journey in Christ going forward (after they return from their whirlwind
retirement tour across the U.S.).

FINANCIAL REPORT

Here is the report of our General Fund stewardship for this fiscal year to date. All bills are current (except the
mortgage) and the “cash available” balance is below the comfort level. Your prayers and support are very
important. We remain two months behind on mortgage payments.

February 2023 Year-to-Date
Anticipated Actual Anticipated Actual
Income $ 35,808.32 $ 31,636.30 $ 307,516.72 $ 287,220.20
Expense $ 40,366.00 $40,551.13 $ 316,893.00 $ 316,255.79
Net Excess (loss) $(4,557.68) $ (8,914.83) $ (9,376.28) $ (29,035.59

The Restricted Fund Balance is $86,951.21.
Mortgage Balance - $1,658,023.30, Restricted Loan - $16,263.27




