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Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 
We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and 
ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 

 

Divine Service 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

INVITATION 
God draws us into his presence. 

 
Entrance Hymn                                                   “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”                                                          [LSB 912] 
  

 Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build; 
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. 

On His great love Our hopes we place 
    Of present grace And joys above. 

 

 Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore, 
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore 

Until that day When all the blest 
    To endless rest Are called away. 

 

 Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing 

And thus proclaim In joyful song, 
    Both loud and long, That glorious name. 

 

Entering Prayers  
 

 L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: Come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 
 C: Who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 
 L: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most Hight will abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
 C: The Lord is our refuge and our fortress, our God in whom we trust. 
 L: Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
 C: He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth.  He breaks the bow and shatters the spear. 
 L: He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 C: Yes, the Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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 L: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and 
preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                     “Knowing You (All I Once Held Dear)”                                            [BOTB 138] 
 

All I once held dear, built my life upon, all this world reveres, and wars to own. 
All I once thought gain I have counted loss, spent and worthless now, compared to this: 

Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, you’re the best, You’re my joy, my righteousness, 

And I love you, Lord. 
 

Words and Music by Graham Kendrick, © Copyright: 1994 MAKE WAY MUSIC 

 
INSTRUCTION 

God feeds our heart, soul, and intellect. 
 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                          Luke 20:9-20  
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter 20. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into 
another country for a long while. When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him 
some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. So he sent another 
servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. He sent yet a third. This 
one also they wounded and cast out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 
son; perhaps they will respect him.’ But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us 
kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ They threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the 
owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When 
they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken 
to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told 
this parable against them, but they feared the people. So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be 
sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the 
governor. 
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements  
 

 

 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji. 



[3] 
 

 
We would like to know you attended service today! 
 

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take you 
to the web page/form for attendance.  Fill out the form and hit the submit button.  
 
 

 

Hymn of the Day                                      “The Power of the Cross” 
 

“Oh, to see the dawn Of the darkest day: 
Christ on the road to Calvary. Tried by sinful men, 
Torn and beaten, then Nailed to a cross of wood.  

 

Chorus: This, the pow’r of the cross: Christ became sin for us; 
Took the blame, bore the wrath We stand forgiven at the cross.  

 

Oh, to see the pain Written on Your face, 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. Ev’ry bitter thought, 

Ev’ry evil deed Crowning Your bloodstained brow.  Chorus 
 

Now the daylight flees; Now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head. Curtain torn in two, 
Dead are raised to life; ”Finished!” the vict’ry cry. Chorus 

 
Oh, to see my name Written in the wounds, 

For through Your suffering I am free. Death is crushed to death; 
Life is mine to live, Won through Your selfless love.  

 

Final Chorus: This, the pow’r of the cross: Son of God slain for us. 
What a love! What a cost!  We stand forgiven at the cross.” 

 
 Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2005 THANKYOU MUSIC 

  
    

Sermon                                                          “Pressing On”                                                     Philippians 3:12b-14 
 

But I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, 
 I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Voluntary                                             “When You Prayed Beneath the Trees”                                                L. Larson 
 

[Personal notes and reflections] 
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INTROSPECTION 
God convicts us to action. 

 
 

KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

“He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves 
with him.” (Psalm 126:6) 

 

How do you see this promise applying to you and your life? 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  If 
you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 
1. Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 
2. Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 
3. Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 
4. Through your Pay Pal account 
5. Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 

 L:  As Holy Week draws near and our annual journey with Jesus to the cross reminds us of how Jesus “for the joy 
set before him endured,” so the reading leading up to today’s sermon text reminds us that “being found in 
Christ” changes everything.  Please listen as we pick up Philippians 3 with verse 8. 

 
  (Philippians 3:8-14) Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power 
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

      Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
(see the back cover for this week’s prayer concerns) 

 

 L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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 C: Lord, have mercy. 
(after each petition) 

 L: Let us pray to the Lord: 
 C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: O Lord, in Baptism You have shared Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection with us, that we might be raised 
from the dead. Preserve us from taking His sacrifice for granted. Encourage us to forget what lies behind and 
strain forward to what lies ahead, until we attain the resurrection from the dead, for the sake of Him who died 
and rose again and has taught us to pray: 

 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

  

Offertory                                “Knowing You (All I Once Held Dear)”                                                [BOTB 138] 
 

Oh, to know the power of your risen life, and to know you in your sufferings, 
To become like you in your death, my Lord, so with you to live and never die: 

Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, you’re the best, You’re my joy, my righteousness, 

And I love you, Lord. 

 
Apostles Creed    
 

 L: Let us confess together our faith in the One True God with the words of the Apostles Creed: 
 C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Confession and Absolution   

 

 L: If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him? 
 C: But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared. 
 L: Good Lord, deliver us from all sin, error, and evil within us and around us. 
 C: We poor sinners implore you to hear us, good Lord.  Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life.  Amen. 
     

(silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  

 L: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting.  He is the God of our salvation who has 
defeated our enemies, atoned for our sins, overcome death and the devil, and authorized me to proclaim this 
good news to you:  Your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
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INVOLVEMENT 
God makes his absolution shown in the world. 

 
The Canticle                                      “Knowing You (All I Once Held Dear)”                                                  [BOTB 138] 
 

Now my heart’s desire is to know you more, to be found in you and known as yours, 
To possess by faith what I could not earn all surpassing gift of righteousness: 

Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, you’re the best, You’re my joy, my righteousness, 

And I love you, Lord. 
 

 
Service of the Sacrament                                                                                             [Exodus 15:2, 11, 18] 

 

 L: The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
 C: This is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
 L: Who is like the Lord, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
 C: The Lord will reign forever and ever.  Amen. 
 L: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting.  He is the God of our salvation who gathers us and 

rescues us from the nations.  We give thanks to his holy name as we behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world. 

 C: (sung)                                                                   “Behold the Lamb”  

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember 
the promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. 

So we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King. 

  
Words and Music by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend and Kristyn Lennox Getty 

Arranged by Douglas Nolan (BMI) © 2014 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS) 

 

 Words of Institution 
 

  Hymn of Preparation                                       “Behold The Lamb”   
    

The body of our Savior, Jesus Christ, torn for you; eat and remember 
the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life; paid the price to make us one. 

So we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of love around the table of the King. 

 
The blood that cleanses ev’ry stain of sin, shed for you, drink and remember 

He drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
So we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice 
as a sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the King. 

 
 
 
 

    Distribution of the Sacrament 
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 Distribution Hymn                                “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                                                   [LSB 430] 
 

 My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake 
    My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 

 

 He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 
But men made strange, and none The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My friend indeed, 
    Who at my need His life did spend! 

 

 Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, 
    And for His death They thirst and cry. 

 

 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 
    Themselves displease And ’gainst Him rise. 

 

 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes From thence might free. 

 

 In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb Wherein He lay. 

 

 Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days Could gladly spend! 

 
Post-Communion Canticle                                “Behold the Lamb”  

    

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember 
our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. 

As we share in His suffering, we proclaim: “Christ will come again!” 
And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n around the table of the King. 

 

Around the table of the King. 

 
 Dismissal 
  
Sending Prayer and Benediction 
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Sending Hymn                                             “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                             [LSB 909, vv. 1, 3, 4] 
 

 Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious, Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever And our confidence alone. 
 

 Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful All the gifts they ask to gain; 
What they gain from You, forever With the blessèd to retain; 

And hereafter in Your glory Evermore with You to reign. 
 

 Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son, 
Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever three and ever one: 
One in might and one in glory While unending ages run! 

 
 
 

Prayer as you go home 
Holy Spirit, Curator of the holy church and Sanctifier of our lives, use us, earthen vessels that we are, as servants of Christ in 

the church and in the family of humanity; for we would follow the example of Christ who was Servant of us all, that the Father 
may be glorified by our devotion and by all to whom we minister; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with you and the Father 

are one God with dominion over us forever.   
 

 

 

You are living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
Good Friday Tenebrae - The Kapelle and Drama team from St. Thomas will present a very special and poignant 

Tenebrae Service on Friday evening, April 15th at 7 p.m. From the light of Palm Sunday into the shadows of Gethsemane, 
the Upper Room, Pilate’s Court and ultimately the cross, this service symbolically displays the imagery of light and darkness 
of Holy Week through powerful texts, expressive music and mild drama. Holy Communion will conclude this service of light 
and darkness. Plan now to attend this very moving Tenebrae worship experience.  

 

Easter Sunday - Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!!! Easter Sunday is April 17 and we’re planning on pulling out all the 

stops for this very special Sunday. The festivities begin with the 8:00 am Sunrise service followed by an Easter breakfast. 
There will be a coloring table for the children at the breakfast, plus a craft project in the Sunday School room and an Easter 
Egg Hunt! At 10:00 the celebration continues with the glorious festival service, replete with the power of God’s word, His 
sacrament, choirs, chamber orchestra, children’s balloon processional, and a special children’s Easter message. Invite your 
entire family, your friends, and neighbors as we celebrate Christ’s victory over death!!!!  
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Patrons are needed - Easter Sunday is going to be a huge event this year, especially, since we haven’t had a big festival 

service since 2019. We will be bringing back the professional chamber orchestra for this special Festival Easter Service. 
Patrons are needed to help defray the cost of these musicians. Please mark your donation “choir”. You can also bring your 
donation to the church office as well. Thanking you in advance for your continued support of the Kapelle and the music 
ministry of St. Thomas.  

 

 

Lenten Midweek Theme 
Noon & 7 p.m. (also on Face Book Live) 

We will gather in the sanctuary for reflections, prayers, and singing. 
 

April 6 – “An Unlikely Crown” 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 14th 

Journey to the Cross 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

(or experience it virtually without communion on our web page) 
 

Good Friday Communion Worship - Noon and 7 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday – April 17th 
8 a.m. – Sunrise Service (park in the back) 

8:45 a.m. - Easter Breakfast 

10 a.m. - Festival Communion service 

 

 

Pastor Mark Hetzner cordially invites you to attend 

Faith Connection Experience 

Saturday, April 30 - 8:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
 

Faith Connection Experience is a six-hour group conversation on the basics of the Christian faith.  Starting with the 

question "What does it mean to believe?" the day provides the opportunity to ask questions, listen to the thoughts of 
others, and re-think where we are in our walk with Jesus.  Come expecting a) to experience a lively conversation, b) to ask 
your questions and c) to find the Spirit of God be active in you.  We anticipate you will be energized and 
renewed.  Refreshments will be served. 
 

There is NO fee, though reservations are required, and you will be asked to read a brief journal article (“The Secretary, The 
Reporter, and The Hermit”) in preparation for the workshop.  A light breakfast, delightful, healthy snacks and lunch are 
included. Please contact Pastor Mark Hetzner (PastorMarkHetz@Hotmail.com) or cell (586-854-5624).  

 
 

mailto:PastorMarkHetz@Hotmail.com
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GriefShare Support Group 
Help and encouragement after the death of 

a spouse, child, family member or friend. 

MONDAYS @ 2:30 p.m. 
 

Offered jointly by Dedicated Senior Medical Center 
21811 Kelly, Eastpointe 

and Saint Thomas Lutheran 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT:  GriefShare is a support group that meets weekly.  You’ll find it to be a warm, caring environment 
and will come to see your group as an “oasis” on your long journey through grief.  There are three key parts to your 
GriefShare experience: 

• Video Seminar – encouraging, information-packed videos featuring leading grief recovery experts. 

• Support Group – small group discussion about the weekly content. 
• Workbook – journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session topics. 

 

GriefShare is a network of 15,000+ churches worldwide equipped to offer grief support groups.  The program is 
nondenominational and features biblical concepts for healing from your grief.  Learn more about GriefShare at 
www.griefshare.org. Facilitated by Mary Papenheim. If you need transportation, please call:  586-649-3388. 

 
Lifeline Screening - May 13th 

Schedule your appointment at www.lifelinescreening.com 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: Palm Sunday 
April 10, 2022 

 

Scripture Readings: John 12:9-24 / Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Sermon Topic: “At the Name of Jesus” - Text:  Philippians 2:8-11 
 
 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene 
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

 
April through June Mission Envelopes 

ABIGAYLE MINISTRIES  

http://www.griefshare.org/
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/


[11] 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
April 3, 2022 

  

In your prayers this week please remember: 

• The poor, the homeless, the hungry, and all who struggle. 

• Hospital workers and all who serve in health care ministries. 

• Those who feel isolated or alone, along with those who suffer with depression. 

• The ministry of Abigayle Ministries. 

• STL’s preparations for Holy Week 
 

And we remember those who protect and nurture life on this earth, this week remembering global healthcare needs 
and political situations. 

 
  
To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 1-
586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request form.  

 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Marge Bittner, JoAnn Dieball, Lori Kucharek, Caroline Henze, Cindy Mossner, Russel Semenjuk, Chris 
Huber, Betty Williams, Janet Semenjuk, Lisa Riviera (former member), Linda Taggart (former member). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for:  John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan 
Adams (family of Karen Hubbard), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), 
Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford 
(great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack). 

 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service  
 

 
 

 

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Drive Thru Communion - Third Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. 
 

“The Flock” for children and Cross†raining JC Style for youth Sunday at 10:45  
 

Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week 
 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

