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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and 
ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 

 
Divine Service 

 
Stories of God @ Work 

 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                                                “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                           [LSB 515, vv. 1, 2, 4] 
 

 Choir:  Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 
 

 All: The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 
 All: Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free! 

 
Entering Prayers                                                                                                 [Psalm 85] 

 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: Lord, you forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered their sin long ago. 
 C: You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger. 
 L: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your indignation toward us! 
 C: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 
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 L: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                   ”Surely It Is God Who Saves Me”                                                                  [WOV 635] 
(tune:  LSB 686) 

 

Surely it is God who saves me; I shall trust and have no fear. 

For the Lord defends and shields me and his saving help is near. 

So rejoice as you draw water from salvation’s healing spring; 

in the day of your deliv’rance that the Lord, his mercies sing. 
 

Make God’s deeds known to the peoples; tell out his exalted name. 

Praise the Lord, who has done great things; all his works God’s might proclaim. 

Zion, lift your voice in singing; for with you has come to dwell, 

in your very midst, the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr, © 1982, 1990 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                          Luke 7:18-28 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter 7. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them 
to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And when the men had come to 
him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’” In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were 
blind he bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send 
my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women none 
is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements and Attendance Registration 
 

 
 
We would like to know you attended service today! 
 

To record your attendance, you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera, it will take 
you to the web page/form for attendance.  Fill out the form and hit the submit button.  
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji. 
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Hymn of the Day                                              “Hark the Glad Sound”                                                                       [LSB 349] 
 

 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

 He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

 

 He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor. 

 

 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring With Thy belovèd name. 

 

Sermon                                        “Shall We Look for Another?”                                                  Luke 7:20-23 
 

Voluntary 
Time for reflection and prayer. 

 

[Personal notes and reflections] 
 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
 

 
 

KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;  
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication  
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:5-6) 

 

Lord Jesus, I thank you for your calming Spirit, the Comforter. 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  If 
you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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A Reading from the Old Testament 
 

 L:  The Third Sunday in Advent has traditionally been called by the Latin word Gaudete, meaning “Rejoice!” For as 
we are called to repentance, so also are we urged to rejoice in the coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ. By His own 
cross, He has accomplished salvation for all.  As we listen to his word from Zephaniah 3, we hear how “he has 
cleared away our enemies,” “taken away the judgments against us” and has come to reign in your midst. Indeed, 
He rejoices over you with gladness and song. 

 
  (Zephaniah 3:14-20) Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your enemies. 
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who 
will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing. I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. Behold, 
at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change 
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you 
together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 
 L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs: 

(after each petition) 
 

 L:  Lord in your mercy: 
 C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 L: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all form whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 C: Amen 
 

Offertory                                                         “The Advent of Our King”                                                   [LSB 331, vv. 1, 3, 6] 
 

The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 

 

O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring. 

 

All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 

 
We Profess our Faith                                 “Nicene Creed” 

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 
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again according to the scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him? 
 C: But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared. 
 L: God has gathered us together to hear His Word, call upon Him in prayer, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  In His presence we recognize our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot save ourselves.  Together as God’s people, let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and pray: 

 C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
    (silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  
 L: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit.  Be in our midst, enliven 
our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C: Amen.  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 L: This Advent we celebrate God coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ with this Good News:  Your sins are forgiven in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 

 
SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                               [Psalm 85] 
 

 L: Let us hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people. 
 C: Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
 L: Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
 C: Righteousness will go before him, and make his footsteps a way. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen 

  

 The Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

The Canticle                                                   "O Come, All Ye Faithful"                                             [LSB 379, vv. 1, 3] 
 

 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 
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 Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 
 

  

   Distribution Hymn  
 

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”                                                       [LSB 350] 
 

 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals! 
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals. 
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 

 Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy. 
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly. 
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine! 

 

 My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 
 

 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
 

 

The Post-Communion Canticle 
  

  “Let Our Gladness Have No End”                                         [LSB 381, vv. 1, 4] 
 

 Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! 
For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! Refrain 

 

 Refrain: On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us; 
Christ, His Son, to save us. 

 

 Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! 
He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain 

 

The Sending 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Post-Communion Collect 
 

The Benediction 
   

The Sending Hymn                           “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”                                   [LSB 355, vv. 1, 3, 5, 7] 

(tune LSB 344) 
 

 O Savior, rend the heavens wide; Come down, come down with mighty stride; 
Unlock the gates, the doors break down; Unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 
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 O earth, in flow’ring bud be seen; Clothe hill and dale in garb of green. 
Bring forth, O earth, a blossom rare, Our Savior, sprung from meadow fair. 

 

 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 

 There shall we all our praises bring And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore Forever and forevermore. 

 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 
 

You are Living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
 

Voices of Christmas, A Christmas Eve Drama 
 

Plan on attending the 4PM Christmas Eve service, as the Kapelle, children of the Flock, Junior Confirmation, and their 
parents, present “Voices of Christmas”, a Christmas Eve Drama that proclaims the Christmas story though song, 
narration, drama and dance. You will hear from the prophet Isaiah, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, Wisemen, even the 
Inn Keeper’s wife, what they were experiencing, and how each of them played such significant roles in sharing Christ’s 
birth to the world. “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

 
2022 Envelopes are available in the west hallway!  Please stop by the table, print your 

name on the list next to the envelope # you are taking home. Information for electronic giving is 
printed in the worship folders.  If you have any questions, contact Linda in the church office.  
Please, do not use these envelopes until 2022! 

 

Saint Thomas Giving Tree 2021 - Reminder: the children’s gifts for our GSPR Pre-School whose names and 
gift ideas were on the Giving Tree, need to be brought to the church no later than Monday, December 13th. 

 
Today is the last day to get your Lutheran Witness subscription $ in! Cost is $11.60 (checks payable to 

St. Thomas). Please contact Linda in the church office if you’re interested or have any questions. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
December 12, 2021 

 

Our Primary Prayer focus this week is upon God’s Work through STL: 

• As we prepare for worship services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

• As we continually encourage one another to grow in faith, hope, and love. 

• Empowering God’s people, to live and share the Gospel on a daily basis. 

• Hosting community organizations that extend his care beyond our congregation. 
 
And we remember those on our cradle role, and those who are in hospice care - especially Elsie Adams. 

 

 
 To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request 
form.  

 
† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 

 
For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family Marilyn Gilfillan, cousin of Debbie Barowicz, who was 

called to be with her Lord this week. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Art Wensink, Glenn Koepplin, Steve Kruse, Barbara & William Eubanks, Janet Semenjuk, Nancy Jiminey, 
Pam Winkle, Roy Michelsen, Cathy Meer, Warren Cooley, Marg Bittner, Henry Bradychok, Bill Brinkey (husband of Debra 
Barowicz), Charlene Kuehn (former member), Nancy Murray, Crystal Morris, Brandon Habermas (former member), Pat Fischer 
and Linda Goldberg (friends of Debbie Kujawski), Eric Semenjuk (son of Janet), Scott Baker (grandson of Diane Ustick). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Larry Cichocki, Brenda Finger, Joanne Awe, Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Chris 
Huber, Vada & Don Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of 
Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter 
of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). 

 
 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 

The 4th Sunday in Advent 
December 19, 2021 

 

Scripture Readings: Luke 1:39-49 / Micah 5:2-5a 
 

Sermon Topic: “He Is Our Peace” Text:  Micah 5:4-5a 

 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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Up-Coming Service and Events 

 

Advent CARoling – Noon (in the sanctuary) 

 and at 7 p.m.** (outside in the east/front parking lot) 

December 15th  
 

Caroling in our Community 
December 22nd at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Clothing Closet open 2nd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

Holiday Food Baskets December 18th at 10 a.m. 
First come first serve from the west parking lot. 

 

Drive Thru Communion - 3rd Sunday of the month  
11:00 a. m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 4:00 p.m.** and 11:00 p.m.  
Candles/Carols/Communion  

 

Christmas Day Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

 

New Year's Eve Worship with Communion at 5 p.m. 
 

 **on FaceBook live or anytime on our web site - www.stl-eastpointe.org 

 

 

 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene 
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

 

http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

