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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) 
and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 

 

Divine Service 
 
Stories of God @ Work 

 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 

Opening Praise                                “O Worship the King”                      [LSB 804, vv. 1, 2, 6] 
 

 O worship the King, all-glorious above. 
O gratefully sing His pow’r and His love; 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 

 O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

 

 O measureless Might, ineffable Love, 
While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 

Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise. 

 

Entering Prayers                                                                                               [Psalm 104] 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: The eyes of all look to the Lord to give them their food in due season. 
 C: When he opens his hand, we are filled with good things. 
 L: The glory of the Lord endures forever as he rejoices in his works. 
 C: Therefore I will sing to the Lord as long as I live and bless his holy name. 
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 L: Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us by Your Holy Spirit that we may 
complete the works You have prepared for us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                     “Thy Word”                                                                           [CH 184] 
 

Chorus:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

When I feel afraid, and think I’ve lost my way, Still you’re there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.  Please be near me to the end.  Chorus 

 

I will not forget your love for me, and yet my heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side; I will love you to the end.  Chorus 

.  
Text: Amy Grant THY WORD, Tune: Michael W. Smith 

© Copyright 1984 by Meadowgreen Music Co./Bug & Bear Music. 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                         Mark 9:38-50 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 9. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 

stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty 

work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for 

us. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no 

means lose his reward. 

 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 

millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut 

it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And 

if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown 

into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with 

one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not 

quenched.’ or everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 

make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  
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Hymn of the Day                                           “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”                                                         [LSB 839] 
 

 O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 

 Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 

  Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 

 That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

 

Sermon                                                                 “For and Against”                                                            Mark 9:38-40 
 

Voluntary 
 

[Personal notes and reflections] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 

 
 

KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

“I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.” (Psalm 104:33) 
 

How does praising God change your spirits on a gloomy day? 
 

 



[4] 
 

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  
If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 

 
A Reading from the letter written by James 
 

 L:  Today as we continue to read through the letter of James, we will hear some important words regarding prayer. 
 

  (James 5:13-20) Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is 

anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 

with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise 

him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray 

for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 

years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth 

bore its fruit. 

 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know 

that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude 

of sins. 
 

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

 L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs: 
(after each petition) 

 

 L:  Lord in your mercy: 
 C: Hear our prayer. 
 
 L: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 

rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 
 C: Amen 
 

Offertory                                                                      “Knowing You”                                                                         [BOB 138] 
 

 All I once held dear, built my life upon, all this world reveres and wars to own. 
All I once thought gain I have counted loss, spent and worthless now compared to this. 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Chorus:  Knowing you, Jesus, knowing you, there is no greater thing. 
You’re my all, you’re the best, you’re my joy, my righteousness, and I love you Lord. 

 

Now my heart’s desire is to know you more, to be found in you, and known as yours. 
To possess by faith what I could not earn, all surpassing gift of righteousness.  Chorus 

 
Words and Music by Graham Kendrick, © Copyright: 1994 MAKE WAY MUSIC 

    

We Confess our Faith                         “The Nicene Creed” 
 

 L: Let us join in confessing our faith in our gracious and eternal Triune God: 
 C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by 
whom all things were made, who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   

 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 L: One does not live by bread alone, 
 C: But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
  

(time for personal reflection) 
 L: Gracious God: 
 C: Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone.  Give us a greater hunger for your Word, that, upheld by your Spirit, we may live and serve you in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 L: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 C: Amen. 

  

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  
Service of the Sacrament   
 

 L: As God’s forgiven people, let us pray the prayer our Lord himself has taught us: 
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 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

  

 The Words of Institution 
 

      The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

      The Agnus Dei                                                                                                                 [LSB 210] 
 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
 

     Distribution Hymns                            “Where Charity and Love Prevail”                                                             [LSB 845] 
 

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound. 

 

With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love Him in return. 

 

Forgive we now each other’s faults As we our faults confess, 
And let us love each other well In Christian holiness. 

 

Let strife among us be unknown; Let all contention cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace. 

 

Let us recall that in our midst Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one. 

 

For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same. 

 

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications 

  
    The Nunc Dimittis                                                                                                        [LSB 211] 

 

O Lord, now let Your servant depart in heav’nly peace,  
For I have seen the glory of Your redeeming grace: 

A light to lead the Gentiles unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 
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The Sending 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Post-Communion Collect 
 

The Benediction 
   
     The Sending Hymn                             “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                                          [LSB 922] 
 

 Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing You are My own. 

 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 

 Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

 

 I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace: 

    I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you  And give you peace. 

 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 

Today’s altar flowers are given to honor 
and glorify our Risen Lord 

in celebration of   
Janice Engel’s 84th birthday! 

 

 
 

You are living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
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NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 3, 2021 

 

Scripture Readings: Genesis 2:18-25 / Mark 10:2-16 
 

 
FHL, JC and “The Flock” 

 

Greetings in Christ Jesus! Welcome back from exile! We have started our FHL (faith hope love) ministry back up. 
Right now, in our world we need to gather with each other around God’s Word and be refreshed and strengthened 
by His presence in that Word. I pray that you will join us in a group this fall, currently we have two groups that will 
be meeting on Sunday after service. Elizabeth Kruse will be hosting a women’s only group in room 204 (west 
hallway) and I will be hosting my Exploring the Gospel lesson in conference room 1. Our youth ministries will also be 
starting up with JC Style and the Flock. We also have groups that meet during the week, if you are interested in 
more information, please contact the church office. P.S we are looking for facilitators to host more groups, so if you 
are interested in that please contact me at dkchome@hotmail.com. 
Blessings, Deacon Don 

 
Interested in a Weekday FHL Gathering? 
 

Pastor Mark Hetzner hosts two FHL gatherings on Thursday - mornings at 9:30 am and in the afternoons at 1:00 pm.  First 
gatherings this year will be on September 23rd, and the study will be on the Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  Please join him for 
this gathering, if not every Thursday, come when you can to either one, both are the same study. 
 

Men have 2 FHL gatherings every week – one on Wednesday mornings at 6:30 am, and one on Saturday mornings at 8:30 am, 
both in the Fireside Lounge. Men, please join in one that is convenient for you. 

 
Handbells Practice 

Calling all ringers! Our handbell choir will begin their practices on Thursday, September 30th at 7:00 pm, in the back 
of the church.  Our handbell choir will be directed by Alicia Anno and she is welcoming past ringers and new 
members.  Training will be provided for those wanting to learn and become a part of this choir as we praise the Lord 
with our music. If you have any questions, call the church office. 

 
Kapelle Practice 

Are you interested in becoming a part of our Kapelle?  It’s not too late!  Their next practice is October 3rd at 8:30 am 
(before service), in room 206 (in the west hallway).  Your voice would be a welcome addition to the voices lifted in 
praise. Talk to Lori our organist and director or call the church office if you have any questions. 

 
Children’s Library 
 

The children’s library is now open following the service in room 210 (west hallway). Children can come in and 
“borrow” a book for their reading enjoyment.  Parents please accompany your children to this room. 
 

mailto:dkchome@hotmail.com
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HIS II – Hearts In Study and Hands In Service begins it’s Fall Study on Monday September 27th, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Fireside Lounge.  This FHL gather for Woman only will be studying God’s word and planning their 
upcoming Service events.   

 

Clothing Closet open 2nd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Food Pantry open 3rd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Closed on October 16th for SASS 

Drive Thru Communion – 3rd Sunday of the month  

11:00 a. m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

God's True Comfort Foods from STL 

(ADD THESE TO YOUR CALENDAR – and tell a friend) 

Mondays – Hymn Sing-Along with Tony 

Wednesdays – Virtual Prayer Vigils 

Thursdays – Thursday’s Thirst 

Tuesdays & Fridays – Video Devotions 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st.+thomas+eastpointe 

 
 

July through September Mission Envelopes 
M.C.R.E.S.T. 

(Macomb Country Rotating Emergency Shelter Team) 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  43% of homeless population in Michigan are families with children.  In 2018-2019 there were 
1,441 homeless children in Macomb County.  500-600 homeless people are taken in and offered a fresh start by 
MCREST each year.  As you make your missions contribution, please also say a prayer that the MCREST facility for 
women and children will be able to open this calendar year. 
 

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through your 
designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of July, August, and September will 
be given directly to M.C.R.E.S.T.  For more information on the ministry, go to mcrest.org or call 586-415-5101. 

 
 

The Fall Congregational ZOOM Forum will be on Thursday, October 7 @ 7:00 p.m.  The week prior to the 

forum we will send out the ZOOM link and information on how to participate.  The forum will also be recorded, and 
then available for viewing afterwards through the STL website (www.stl-eastpointe.org) 

 

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=7c827ee49f&e=6cb5b67520
mailto:Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org
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S.A.S.S. Soup And Sandwich Saturday is back on October 16th, from 11 am to 2 pm. We will once again be providing 

our community with a free meal and sharing the love of Jesus. Signup sheets are in the west entrance for you to 
volunteer your time and talents and to contribute products needed. Monetary gifts are also appreciated. 

 
St. Peter’s Eastpointe 175th Celebration 
You are invited to attend St. Peter’s Eastpointe’s 175th anniversary service celebration on Sunday, September 26th at 
10:30 am.  Following the anniversary service, there will be a banquet at the Lutheran Fraternities of America (behind 
St. Peter's).  The banquet is $12.00 for adults and $7.00 for children (12 and under).  The banquet is by reservation 
only and reservations must be made by September 19th.  For any questions or to make banquet reservations please 
call St. Peter’s main office (586) 777-6300.  

 
Lutheran Northwest for their HARVEST FESTIVAL & GRADE SCHOOL NIGHT on Friday, October 8! The 

family fun will begin with Trunk or Treating and fall festivities from 4:30-6:30. Stay on for an exciting night of 
Crusader Football as our boys play host to the Parkway Christian Eagles. Kids grade school age & younger plus a 
parent or guardian will receive free admission to the game, and the grade school students are invited down to the 
field for a half-time parade! Want to learn more about this and other upcoming events at Lutheran Northwest? Visit 
their website at www.lutherannorthwest.com or call their Admissions Office at 248-852-6677. 

 
Our Confession of Faith 

 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene 
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

 
 

 
 

Weekly Worship with Communion - Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Drive Thru Communion - Third Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. 
 

“The Flock” for children and Cross†raining JC Style for youth Sunday at 10:45  
 

Faith Hope Love Gatherings - Sunday and throughout the week 
 

 
Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 

 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

http://www.lutherannorthwest.com/
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - September 26, 2021 
  

 Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s work through his Word: 

• As God draws more people into in-person worship services and FHL groups. 

• Healing all who are stymied by fear, shame, pain, or grief. 

• As we discover new ways to search the scripture together and care for our neighbor. 

• As the Holy Spirit develops faith in children and families through THE FLOCK and CrossTraining – JC Style. 
 

And we pray for the safety and wellbeing of our nation and world as more and more people get vaccinated. 
 

And we remember those at both ends of life on this earth, the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those nearing life's 
end, remembering especially all pregnant mothers, those who are in hospice care. 

 
 To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request 
form.  

 
† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 

 

For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family of Daniel Setter, nephew of Caroline Henze, who was 
called home this past week. For the family of Shane Raxter, nephew of Sandi Lysse, who was called home this week. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Larry Pietangelo, Helen Ham, Janice Engel, Janet Semenjuk, Roy Leidich, Vera LaFrate, Walter 
Jakubiec, Betty Knox, Marg Bittner, Dan Dolan, Davis Cardamone, Loletta Hogan, Henry Bradychok, Bill Brinkey (husband of 
Debra Barowicz), Dr. John Herzog, Jim Osterman (cousin of Sue Wensink), Harold Edwards (brother of Connie and Dale), 
Matthew Cichocki (grandson of Larry & Karen) . 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Brenda Finger, Joanne Awe, Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris 
Huber, Vada & Don Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of 
Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of 
Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline), Linda Taggart 
(former member). 
 
 
 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com

