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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) 
and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
August 29, 2021 

 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

INVITATION 
God draws us into his presence. 

 
Opening Hymn                                       “Come, Thou Almighty King”                                                    [LSB 905, vv. 1-3] 

 

 Come, Thou almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing; 
    Help us to praise; Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, Come and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
 

 Come, Thou incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword; 
    Our prayer attend. Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, And let Thy righteousness On us descend. 
 

 Come, holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear 
    In this glad hour! Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of pow’r. 
 

  

Entering Prayers                                                                           [from Psalms 145 and 23] 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: Lord, your testimonies are wonderful, therefore my soul keeps them. 
 C: The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 
 L: Turn to me and be gracious to me. 
 C: Keep steady my steps according to your promise. 
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 L: Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statues. 
 C: Redeem me, that I may keep your precepts. 
 L: O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion every good 

intent that we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                        “Holy Spirit – Living Breath of God”  
 

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord To renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; Give me faith for what I cannot see; 

Give me passion for Your purity. Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 

Holy Spirit, come abide within; May Your joy be seen in all I do 

Love enough to cover ev’ry sin In each thought and deed and attitude, 

Kindness to the greatest and the least, Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my striving into works of grace. Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 
 

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, Giving life to all that God has made, 

Show Your power once again on earth; Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise. Lead us on the road of sacrifice 

That in unity the face of Christ Will be clear for all the world to see. 
 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl.  

UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 

 

INSTRUCTION 
God feeds our heart, soul, and intellect. 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                         Mark 7:14-23 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 7. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing 

outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what 

defile him.” And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the 

parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes 

into a person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” 

(Thus he declared all foods clean.) And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from 

within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, 
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wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and 

they defile a person.”  
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  

 
Hymn of the Day                                               “Be Strong in the Lord”                                                   [LSB 665, vv. 1, 3, 5] 

(tune 804) 

Be strong in the Lord In armor of light, 
With helmet and sword, With shield for the fight; 

On prayer be dependent, Be belted and shod, 
In breastplate resplendent: The armor of God. 

  

 With eagerness shod Stand firm in your place, 
Or go forth for God With news of His grace; 

No foe shall disarm you Nor force you to yield, 
No arrow can harm you With faith as your shield. 

  
Though Satan presume To test you and try, 
In helmet and plume Your head shall be high; 

Beset by temptation Be true to your Lord, 
Your helmet salvation And Scripture your sword. 

  

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

Sermon                                              “The Flow”                                                                Mark 7:20-23 
 

Voluntary 
 

[Personal notes and reflections] 
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INTROSPECTION 
God convicts us to action. 

 
 

KINGDOM THOUGHTS 

 

“Keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 

and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 

Gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, 

that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” (Ephesians 6:18b-20) 

 

How many opportunities to share the Gospel did you have last week? 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  
If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 
 

 L:  Today we conclude our reading of some highlights from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians with his closing thoughts 
on how we can be strong and courageous. 

 

(Ephesians 6:10-20) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened 

on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 

you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end 

keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be 

given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 

in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
  

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Offertory                                   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                                  [LSB 192] 
 

Create in me a clean heart. O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 C: But f we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness 
 L: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
  

(time for personal reflection) 
 

 L: Most merciful God, 
 C: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 P: Upon this your confession, I as a servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to you, and in the stead and 
by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
  

We Confess our Faith                             “The Apostles Creed” 
 

 P: Let us then join in confessing our faith in the God who forgives us and gives us eternal life: 
 C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

 L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs: 
 

(after each petition) 
 

 L:  Lord in your mercy: 
 C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

 L: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

 C: Amen 
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INVOLVEMENT 
God makes his absolution shown in the world. 

 

The Sanctus                                     “Holy Is Our God”                                                                      [BOTB 89] 
 

Refrain: Holy is our God, whose name we praise forever. 
Holy is the Son, who reigns in majesty! 

Come, Spirit, come and fill our hearts with wisdom,  
that we may long to worship you alone. 

 

Oh, Spirit, come and unite us in one communion with our Lord. 
Free us from the chains that bind us, for the Comforter has come. Refrain 

 
Text and Music by Brad and Donna Hoefs. 

@Copyright 1998 Wings of Grace, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Used by Permission. *Text by Reginald Heber/Music by John B. Dykes.   

 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                      [Psalm 42]                                                                                                                
 

 L: As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 
 C:  My soul thirsts for God, the living God. 
 L: These things I remember as I pour out my soul to him. 
 C:  How in days of old we came to him with glad shouts and songs of praise. 
 L: Our hope is in Jesus, for we shall again praise him. 
 C:  He is our rock and our salvation – our God who loves us forever. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 The Words of Institution 
 

The Distribution of the Sacrament 
   

 Distribution Hymn                                         “Fight the Good Fight”                                                                         [LSB 664] 
 

 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your strength, and Christ your right. 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be Your joy and crown eternally. 

 

 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. 
Life with its way before us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

 Cast care aside, lean on your guide; His boundless mercy will provide. 
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love. 

 

 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He changes not who holds you dear; 
Only believe, and you will see That Christ is all eternally. 
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The Post-Communion Canticle                          “Holy Is Our God”                                                                 [BOTB 89] 
 

Holy is our God, whose name we praise forever. 
Holy is the Son, who reigns in majesty! 

Come, Spirit, come and fill our hearts with wisdom,  
that we may long to worship you alone. 

 

The Sending 
 

The Post-Communion Collect 
 
The Benediction 

   
    The Sending Hymn                           “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”                                                      [LSB 924] 
  

 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness. 
 

 Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found. 
 

 Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day. 

 
 

 

You are now living 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 

 

Scripture Readings: Mark 7:24-37 / James 2:1-10, 14-17 
 

Sermon Topic: “God's Judgment and God's Mercy” - Text:  James 2:8-10,13 
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Return from Exile 
“A Time of Opportunity” 

 

How many times over the past year and a half have you yearned for things to change – for all of the good things of 

your pre-pandemic life to return?  Well, thanks be to God, now is that time.  So, the question is, how will you take 

advantage of this God-given opportunity?  Here is his appeal: “By the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2) 
 

As God renews our minds, he chases away fear and frustration, replacing them with faith, hope and love.  He does 

this as he works in us through Word and Sacrament, uniting us as one.  This is the “New Normal” he desires to give to 

you. 
 

If you are not yet involved in a faith growing, mind renewing, life transforming ministry of STL, what is holding you 

back? 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 10 – DETROIT TIGERS BASEBALL GAME – Join in the fun with other members and friends on September 
10 when the Detroit Tigers play Tampa Bay Rays at 7:10 pm.  Tickets will be between $25 and $30.  If you’re 
interested or need more information, please contact Tony Berkseth at (586) 350-8396, or missionmgr@stl-
eastpointe.org. Tony will need a head count by September 3rd! 

 
Attention All Choir Members Please return all your music to the office or give to Lori so she can organize for the Fall.  

Mark September 19th on your calendars as the day to start practice for the upcoming year.  Practice will be at 8:30 on Sunday 
mornings.  Watch for more information. 

 
 

July through September Mission Envelopes 
M.C.R.E.S.T. 

(Macomb Country Rotating Emergency Shelter Team) 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  43% of homeless population in Michigan are families with children.  In 2018-2019 
there were 1,441 homeless children in Macomb County.  500-600 homeless people are taken in and offered a 
fresh start by MCREST each year.  As you make your missions contribution, please also say a prayer that the 
MCREST facility for women and children will be able to open this calendar year. 
 

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through your 
designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of July, August, and September 
will be given directly to M.C.R.E.S.T.  For more information on the ministry, go to mcrest.org or call 586-415-
5101. 
 

Clothing Closet open 2nd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Food Pantry open 3rd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Drive Thru Communion – 3rd Sunday of the month  

11:00 a. m. – 12:00 p.m. 

mailto:missionmgr@stl-eastpointe.org
mailto:missionmgr@stl-eastpointe.org
mailto:Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
August 29, 2021 

 
Our Primary Prayer focus this week is upon God’s Work through STL: 

• As families make plans to grow in faith and knowledge during the year ahead. 

• As preparations are made for fall’s spiritual growth ministries. 

• As we continually encourage one another in our united faith journey. 

• Empowering God’s people, to live and share the Gospel on a daily basis. 

• With our Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) 
 
And we remember those on our cradle role, and those who are in hospice care.  
 

 
 
 To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 
1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request 
form.  

 
 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Helen Ham, Janice Engel, Janet Semenjuk, Roy Leidich, Vera LaFrate, Walter Jakubiec, Betty Knox, 
Marg Bittner, Dan Dolan, Davis Cardamone, Loletta Hogan, Henry Bradychok, Bill Brinkey (husband of Debra Barowicz), Dr. 
John Herzog, Jim Osterman (cousin of Sue Wensink), Harold Edwards (brother of Connie and Dale). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Brenda Finder, Joanne Awe, Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris 
Huber, Vada & Don Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of 
Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of 
Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline), Linda Taggart 
(former member). 

 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds (Apostles, Nicene 
and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all who believe 
(page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

