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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as 
friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-
eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the 
church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
 

The Ascension of our Lord 
  

The Scripture Reading                                                                                                                Acts 1:4-14 
 

4While staying with them (Jesus) ordered (his disciples) not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 

for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 

to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 

own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had 

said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they 

were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord 

were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 

brothers. 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer and Extinguishing of the Christ Candle 
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INVITATION 
God draws us into his presence. 

 
Entrance Hymn                                    “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”                                   [LSB 493, vv. 1, 4, 6]  

 

 A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 “You see Him now, ascending high Up to the portals of the sky.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! “Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

Returning in great majesty.” Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 

Entering Prayers                                                                                                                                        [Psalm 27] 
 

 L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: The Lord is our light and our salvation – whom shall we fear? 
 C: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 L: One thing we ask of the Lord, this is what we seek: 
 C: That we may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of our lives, gazing up the beauty of the Lord. 
 L: For in the day of trouble he will keep us safe in his dwelling, hiding us in the shelter of his tabernacle. 
 C: Setting us high and secure upon a rock. 
 L: Wait for the Lord.  Be strong and take heart, and wait for the Lord. 
 C: Be gracious to us, dear God, and answer us as we pray. 
 L: God, our creator and redeemer, your Son prayed that his followers might be one.  Make all Christians 

one with him as he is one with you, so that in peace and concord we may carry to the world the 
message of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                  “They’ll Know We Are Christians”                                 [CH 429, vv. 1, 3, 4] 

 

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord,  
We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord, 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
 

Refrain:  And they’ll know we are Christians by our love,  
by our love, Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
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We will work with each other, We will work side by side,  
We will work with each other, We will work side by side, 

And we’ll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride. Refrain 
 

All praise to the Father, From whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son, 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.  Refrain 
 

©Text and Tune Peter Sholtes, ©Copyright 1966 by F.E.L. Publications. 

 
  

INSTRUCTION 
God feeds our heart, soul, and intellect. 

 

Today’s Gospel 
 

 L:  Today’s Gospel reading is from the Gospel of John, chapter 17. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

(John 17:11b-19)  [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that 

they may be one, even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you 

have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has 

hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take 

them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I 

am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, 

so I have sent them into the world. 19For their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified 

in truth.”  
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: (sung) Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  
 

Hymn of the Day                                “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer”                                    [LSB 539, vv. 1-3] 

(tune 523) 

 Christ is the world’s Redeemer, The lover of the pure, 
The font of heav’nly wisdom, Our trust and hope secure, 

The armor of His soldiers, The Lord of earth and sky, 
Our health while we are living, Our life when we shall die. 
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 Christ has our host surrounded With clouds of martyrs bright, 
Who wave their palms in triumph And fire us for the fight. 

Then Christ the cross ascended To save a world undone 
And, suff’ring for the sinful, Our full redemption won. 

 

 Down through the realm of darkness He strode in victory, 
And at the hour appointed He rose triumphantly. 

And now, to heav’n ascended, He sits upon the throne 
Whence He had ne’er departed, His Father’s and His own. 

  
Sermon                                                         “What is the World to Me”                                           John 17:15-18 

 
Voluntary 
[Personal notes and reflections] 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

INTROSPECTION 
God convicts us to action. 

 
 

KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

 and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

 and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 

Witnesses feel compelled to tell others what they have seen and know. 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to 
the mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at 
the church.  If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support 

offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for 
debit and credit card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE 
QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Offertory                        “We Believe” 
 

In this time of desperation when all we know is doubt and fear, 
there is only one foundation: We believe, we believe. 

 
  In this broken generation, when all is dark, You help us see. 

There is only one salvation: We believe, we believe. 
 

Chorus:  We believe in God the Father.  We believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s given us new life. 

We believe in the crucifixion, We believe that He conquered death. 
We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back again.  We believe. 

 
So Let our faith be more than anthems, greater than the songs we sing, 

in our weakness and temptations we believe, we believe.  Chorus  
 

Chorus:  We believe in God the Father.  We believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s given us new life. 

We believe in the crucifixion, We believe that He conquered death. 
We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back again.  

 
  Let the lost be found, let the dead be raised; 

In the here and now let love invade.  Let the church live love! 
Our God, will see, “We believe! We Believe!” 

And the gates of hell will not prevail, for the pow’r of God has torn the veil. 
Now we know Your love will never fail.  We believe!  We believe!   

 
We believe in God the Father.  We believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He’s given us new life. 

We believe in the crucifixion, We believe that He conquered death. 
We believe in the resurrection, and He’s coming back, coming back again, coming back again.   

We believe, We believe! 
 

Words and Music by Travis Ryan, Matthew Hooper and Richie Fike 
Arranged by Heather Sorenson 

This arrangement © 2015 Abundant Life Ministries UK (PRS), Travis Ryan Music (ASCAP) 
Integrity Worship Music (ASCAP) and Integrity’s Praise! Music (BMI) 

Admin. At CAPITOLCMGPUBLISHING.com 

 

 
Confession and Absolution   
 

 L: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 
Him to grant us forgiveness in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 C:  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 L: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and through the death and resurrection of his 

Son, Jesus, has paid for your transgressions, and defeated death and all your enemies.  Therefore, your 
sins are all forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
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The Prayer of the Church 
 

 L: As God’s forgiven people and at his invitation let us pray: 
 

(after each petition) 
 

 L:  Lord in your mercy: 
 C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

 L: Hear us as we pray in Jesus’ name and as he has taught us: 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

INVOLVEMENT 
God makes his absolution shown in the world. 

 

The Canticle                                              “Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul”                                            
  

Bless the Lord oh my soul, oh my soul – Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, oh my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 

 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger.  You’re name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing.  Then thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

 

Bless the Lord oh my soul, oh my soul – Worship his holy name. 
Sing like never before, oh my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name. 

 
Music by M. Redman 

©Copyright 2011 SHOUT! Publishing (ASCAP), Sixsteps Music (ASCAP),  

 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                                 
 

 L: Christ has risen from the dead!  Alleluia! 
 C:  God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor.  Alleluia! 
 L: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again. 
 C:  Death no longer has mastery over him.  Alleluia! 
  

 The Words of Institution 
 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

Almighty God, grant me a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in your mercy, and a sincere love for you 
and my neighbor, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
The Distribution of the Sacrament 
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     Distribution Hymn                                “Draw Us to Thee”                                                                       [LSB 701] 
 

 Draw us to Thee, For then shall we 
Walk in Thy steps forever And hasten on 

    Where Thou art gone To be with Thee, dear Savior. 
 

 Draw us to Thee, Lord, lovingly; 
Let us depart with gladness That we may be 

    Forever free From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 
 

 Draw us to Thee; O grant that we 
May walk the road to heaven! Direct our way 

    Lest we should stray And from Thy paths be driven. 
 

 Draw us to Thee That also we 
Thy heav’nly bliss inherit And ever dwell 

    Where sin and hell No more can vex our spirit. 
 

 Draw us to Thee Unceasingly, 
Into Thy kingdom take us; Let us fore’er 

    Thy glory share, Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
Prayer as you go home 
 

Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism you called me to be your own possession.  Grant that my  life may evidence the 
working of your Holy Spirit in love, joy, peace patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, 
according to the image of your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Amen.   

 
 

 

You are living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
Virtual Sunday School  

Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-eastpointe.org. 

 

Clothing Closet open 2nd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Food Pantry open 3rd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
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TODA|Y - Drive Thru Communion – 3rd Sunday of the month  
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

ABIGAYLE MINISTRIES 
April through June Mission Envelopes 

 

Abigayle Ministries is a Christian interdenominational non-profit organization in Southeast Michigan. The 
ministry assists adult pregnant women and their children by introducing them to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and equipping them to be self-sufficient through its residential housing program. 
 

Their vision is to provide a two-year residential program for the single mother with child, whereby she 
can obtain mentoring and educational support for healthy child development and parent-child 
relationships while becoming self-supporting. We aspire to be a catalyst in promoting relationships based 
upon the love of Christ. 
 

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through your 
designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of April, May, and June 
will be given to Abigayle Ministries.  For more information on the ministry, go to 
Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org or call 586-323-1411. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS - May 23, 2021 

 

The Day of Pentecost 
 

Scripture Readings: Acts 2:1-21 / John 16:4b-15 
 

Sermon Topic: “Solid Declaration” - Text:  John 16:13-15 

mailto:Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - May 16, 2021 
 

Our Primary Prayer focus this week is upon God’s Work in our nation: 

• Through ABIGAYLE MINISTRIES and our mission offerings in support of this ministry. 

• For the distribution and effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccines. 

• Guiding us all into healthier habits and more caring actions. 

• Empowering us, God’s people, to live and share the Gospel on a daily basis. 
 
And we remember those on our cradle role, those who struggle in the pandemic, and those who are in hospice care. 

 
 
To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text 
“Prayer” to 1-586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the 
prayer request form.  

 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family of Alan Foraker, brother-in-law of the Koepplins, who was called home 
this week. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Eleanor Cardamone, Loletta Hogan, Henry Bradychok, Wyatt Cichocki (great grandson of the 
Cichocki’s), Richard Keller (former member), Barbara Singelyn (friend of Caroline Henze). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Vada Habermas, Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, 
Don Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie 
Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Karl Hallberg (son-in-
law of Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). 

 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

