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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) 
and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 

 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 

An Explanation                                  “The Holy Trinity” 
 

 L: In the Christian Church we worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God, neither confusing 
the persons nor dividing the substance.  For there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another 
of the Holy Spirit. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit is all one:  the glory equal, 
the majesty coeternal.  Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit.  For instance, the 
Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, and the Holy Spirit is uncreated. The Father is eternal, the Son is 
eternal, and the Holy Spirit is eternal.  Yet they are not three eternals, but one eternal, as there are not three 
uncreated, but one uncreated. Also, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Spirit almighty, and 
yet they are not three almighties, but one almighty.  The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is 
God, and yet they are not three Gods, but one God. So, likewise the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord and the Holy 
Spirit is Lord. And yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.  For as we are compelled by the Christian truth to 
acknowledge every person by himself to be God and Lord, so we cannot say that there are three Gods or three 
Lords.  The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made nor 
created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, 
but proceeding.  So, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three 
Holy Spirits.  And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another; but the 
whole three persons are coeternal together and coequal. He, therefore, that will be saved is compelled thus to 
think of the Trinity. 

 C: Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we praise and worship you this day, as the One True God.  You are 
our creator, redeemer, and sanctifier, and in you alone do we find our faith and hope, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

Opening Praise                                                  “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                               [LSB 507, vs. 1, 3 & 4] 
    

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
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Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 

Entering Prayers 
  

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
 L: Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 
 C:  Let us give glory to him, for he has shown his mercy to us. 
 L: The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic. 
 C: The Lord gives strength to his people and blesses his people with peace. 
 L: Lord God, almighty, immortal, invisible, the mysteries of whose being are unsearchable:  Accept our praises for 

the revelation which you have made of yourself, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three persons and one God; and 
mercifully grant that, ever holding fast this faith, we may magnify your glorious name; for you live and reign, 
one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 
The Hymn of Praise                                   “Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord of Hosts”                                              [BOTB 92] 

 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
The whole earth is full of His glory, The whole earth is full of His glory, 

The whole earth is full of His glory; Holy is the Lord. (Repeat) 
 

©Copyright 1976  Nolene Prince (Administered by Resource Christian Music Pty., Ltd., 
c/o The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN). 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                                                                                                     John 3:1-17 
 

 L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 3. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 

that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 

enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is 

flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel 

and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and 

you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 
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except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him.” 
 

 L:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day                                                    “Creedal Prayer”                                                          (tune LSB 661) 
 

Creating Father, by Your Word, All things have come to be, 
From empty void and formless dark To all that we can see. 

At eventide and morning sun, Your tapestry You weave, 
And now in unity we sing, “O Father, we believe.” 

 
 

Redeeming Son, here virgin born Form heav’n to earth You came 
To save us all from sin and death; So Jesus is Your name. 

For us You suffered and You died; You rose that we might live, 
And now in unity we sing, “O Jesus, we believe.” 

 

Empow’ring Spirit, Breath of like, You gather us as one 
Like rain and snow, Your Word comes down, Its purposes are done. 
Your wind blows free, Your fruit is grown, Your many gifts received, 

And now in unity we sing, “O Spirit, we believe.” 
 

Sermon                                                                “We All Are Witnesses”                                                     Acts 2:32-33 
 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted 
 at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 

this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  

 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS  

 

Voluntary 
[Personal notes and reflections] 
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KINGDOM THOUGHTS 
 

“I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send,  

and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:8) 
 

Where do you think God will send you this week as a messenger of his love? 
 

 
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  
If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2223 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Through your Pay Pal account 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 

automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit 
card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

 L:  Last Sunday, as we celebrated Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian Church, we read the first part of Peter’s 
sermon on that occasion.  Today we read the rest of his sermon.  We pick it up in Acts 2:22   

 
(Acts 2:22-25, 27, 29-33, 36) 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not 

possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is 

at my right hand that I may not be shaken; … 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy 

One see corruption. … 

     29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 

to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 

of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised 

up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and 

hearing. … 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Offertory                                                  “O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth”                             [LSB 834, vs. 1 & 4] 

(tune 801) 

 O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, Thy living finger never wrote 
    That life should be an aimless mote, A deathward drift from futile birth. 

    Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled In splendor through Thy broken world. 
Since light awoke and life began, Thou hast desired Thy life for man. 

 
 O Spirit, who didst once restore Thy Church that it might be again 
    The bringer of good news to men, Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 

    That in these gray and latter days There may be those whose life is praise, 
Each life a high doxology To Father, Son, and unto Thee. 

 
Text: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress.  

 

Confession and Absolution 
  

 L: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 C: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared. 
 L: Together as your people we take refuge in your infinite mercy, O God, our heavenly Father, seeking your grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 C: Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Church   
 

L: As God’s children let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 

 

(after each petition) 
L: Lord, in your mercy: 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

L: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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The Sanctus                                                               “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                   [LSB 208] 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                                 
 

 L: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 C:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

 The Words of Institution 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

Lord God, you taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending them the light of your Holy Spirit.  Grant that we, by 
your Spirit, may have a right judgement in all things and evermore rejoice in his holy counsel, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
The Distribution of the Sacrament 

   
 Distribution Hymn 

 “O Blessed, Holy Trinity”                                                                      [LSB 876] 
 

 O blessèd, holy Trinity, Divine, eternal Unity, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, This day Your name be uppermost. 

 

 My soul and body keep from harm, And over all extend Your arm; 
Let Satan cause me no distress Nor bring me shame and wretchedness. 

 

 The Father’s love shield me this day; The Son’s pure wisdom cheer my way; 
The Holy Spirit’s joy and light Drive from my heart the shades of night. 

 

 My Maker, hold me in Your hand; O Christ, forgiven let me stand; 
Blest Comforter, do not depart; With faith and love enrich my heart. 

 

 Lord, bless and keep me as Your own; Lord, look in kindness from Your throne; 
Lord, shine unfailing peace on me By grace surrounded; set me free. 
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Prayer as you go home 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give to me and all your servants 
that peace the world cannot give that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments and also that we, being 
defended by you, may pass our time in rest and quietness through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.   

 
 

 

You are now entering 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 

 
 

Clothing Closet open 2nd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Food Pantry open 3rd Saturday of the month – 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Drive Thru Communion – 3rd Sunday of the month  
11:00 a. m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

God's True Comfort Foods from STL 

(ADD THESE TO YOUR CALENDAR – and tell a friend) 

Mondays – Hymn Sing-Along with Tony 

Wednesdays – Virtual Prayer Vigils 

Thursdays – Thursday’s Thirst 

Tuesdays + Fridays – Video Devotions 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st.+thomas+eastpointe 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=7c827ee49f&e=6cb5b67520
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ABIGAYLE MINISTRIES 
April through June Mission Envelopes 

 

Abigayle Ministries is a Christian interdenominational non-profit organization in Southeast Michigan. The 
ministry assists adult pregnant women and their children by introducing them to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
equipping them to be self-sufficient through its residential housing program. 
 

Their vision is to provide a two-year residential program for the single mother with child, whereby she can 
obtain mentoring and educational support for healthy child development and parent-child relationships while 
becoming self-supporting. We aspire to be a catalyst in promoting relationships based upon the love of Christ. 
 

100% of your Mission Envelope donations (either using the envelop provided in your box or through your 
designation electronically or with a different envelope) to STL during the months of April, May, and June will be 
given to Abigayle Ministries.  For more information on the ministry, go to Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org 
or call 586-323-1411. 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
June 6, 2021 

 

Scripture Readings: Mark 3:21-35 / 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5.1 
 

Sermon Topic: “The Bottom Line” - Text:  Mark 3.28-29 
 

 
 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 
 

mailto:Businessoffice@abigayleministries.org
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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Please Remember in Your Prayers this Week  
May 30, 2021 

 

Our Primary Prayer focus is the life transforming power of Christ’s Word, and especially: 

• Through printed and online devotions, and worship gatherings, in-person and virtual. 

• In those who are living outside of faith in Jesus. 

• Among those who participate in THE FLOCK, and our FHL and CrossTraining ministries. 

• As we share Christ’s priceless treasures in old ways and new. 
 

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com) 
 

And we remember the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those nearing life's end, remembering all grieving families, 
and those who are in hospice care. 

 
 
To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com), text “Prayer” to 1-
586-800-2223, or scan this QR code, with your phone’s camera, to be taken to the prayer request form.  
 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving: For the birth of a daughter, Grace, to Andrew and Toni Zito, born last week. 
 

For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family of Barbara Singelyn, friend of Caroline Henze who was called home past week.   
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Dan Dolan, Davis &Eleanor Cardamone, Loletta Hogan, Henry Bradychok, Wyatt Cichocki (great 
grandson of the Cichocki’s), Richard Keller (former member). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Vada Habermas, Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, Don 
Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany 
Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde 
& Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Payton 
Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). 
 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com

