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Saint Thomas Lutheran
Eastpointe, Michigan
Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another
Educating Minds — Growing Faith — Serving People

We are here to serve our community. As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as
friends and family. If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org,
or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-
772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call.

Divine Service
Stories of God @ Work

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS

Opening Praise “Son of God, Eternal Savior” [LSB 842]

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain.

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: Here on earth Your will be done.

Entering Prayers [Psalm 111]
L: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
L: | will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart in the company of the upright.
C: Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all who delight in him.
L: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. His praise endures forever.
C: He sent redemption to his people and has commanded his covenant forever.
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L: O God, you know that we cannot withstand the dangers which surround us. Strengthen us in body and
spirit so that, with your help, we may be able to overcome the weakness that our sin has brought upon us;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise “To God on High Be Glory” [LSB 204]

To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth;
Good-will from God in heaven proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing —
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heavenly King.

To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus; receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in power are seated at God’s right hand on high.

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 8:4-13
L: Today’s Scripture reading is from 1 Corinthians 8.

4As to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there
is no God but one.” °For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are
many “gods” and many “lords” — ®yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

"However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as
really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will hot commend us to God.
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. °But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating
in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? *And
so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. *Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if
food makes my brother stumble, | will never eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

L: This is the word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Announcements

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.
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Hymn of the Day ““Away from Us!” the Demon Cried” [LSB 541]
(tune 528)
“Away from us!” the demon cried When Christ, the Lord, drew near.
“Our dark, disordered world is lost When You, the Light, appear!”

But Jesus spoke with God’s own pow’r; “Come forth!” was His command;
For evil cannot bear the Light Nor sin the Truth withstand.

O risen Christ, God’s living Word, To us, we pray, draw near.
Come, speak the truth that cleanses sin With love that conquers fear.

Then help us, Lord, to greet each day With hearts and wills made new
And, when You call us forth to serve, To rise and follow You.

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.

Sermon “Our God and Lord” 1 Corinthians 8:5-6

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

(see the back cover for this week’s prayer concerns)
The Prayer of the Church
L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

(after each petition)

~

Lord, in your mercy:
C: Hear our prayer.

L: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died
and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
C: Amen.

Our Primary Prayer focus this week is upon God’s Work in our nation:
Through Camp Restore Detroit and our on-going support of this ministry.
For the distribution and effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccine.
Guiding us into more healthy habits and caring actions.
Empowering us, his people, to live and share the Gospel on a daily basis.

And we remember those on our cradle role, those who struggle in the pandemic, and those who are in hospice
care.

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com)

(3]




T In Our Thoughts and Prayers +

7For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family of William Weirrauch who was called home on January 23™. The
family of Loretta Bierlein, Monica Hetzner’s Godmother, who was called home last week. Family of Caroline
Henze at the tragic death of son in laws brother.

Prayer for Guidance: For Pastor Sam Grayl and family as they consider a call to the Kansas City area.

TGod’s Healing Hand on: Karen Hubbard, Larry Cichocki, Loletta Hogan, JoAnn Awe, Carol Ferdinande, Henry &
Laurie Bradychok, Grace Metzner, Veronica Morris, Ron Hess, Jane Gurnack, Wyatt Cichocki (great-grandson of
Larry & Karen), Katie (from the community), Jacob Smith (grandfather of Trevor Thomas), Erik Kuehn (former
member), Jess Shovein and Kareem O’Bryant (friends of Shannon Dawda).

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, Don
Habermas, John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie
Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire
Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.),
Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Emily Henze
(daughter-in-law of Caroline).

Voluntary

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the
mission of STL. For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the
church. If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options:

e Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233

e Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/

e Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms

e Scan this Quick Response (QR) code

e Through your Pay Pal account

These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering automatically taken
from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit card
transactions). You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options! IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370).

KINGDOM THOUGHTS

“Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” (1 Corinthians 8:6)

Should a Christian give first to the Lord, and then pay their bills?
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Offertory “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ [LSB 565, vs. 1 & 5]

Thy works, not mine, O Christ, Speak gladness to this heart;
They tell me all is done, They bid my fear depart. Refrain

Refrain: To whom save Thee, Who canst alone
For sin atone, Lord, shall | flee?

Thy righteousness, O Christ, Alone can cover me;
No righteousness avails Save that which is of Thee. Refrain

Confession and Absolution [Romans 10]

L:

The word is near you; in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the word of faith that we proclaim.

If we declare with our mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in our heart that God raised him from the dead,
we will be saved.

There is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call
on him.

C: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

L: Together as His people let us call upon the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ.

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, open our ears and our hearts to your Word, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(silence for reflection and self-examination)

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and by his blood we are made new. As a
called and ordained servant of Jesus, | therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

The Holy Gospel Mark 1:21-28

L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 1.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

2IThey went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the synagogue and was
teaching. 22They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as
the scribes. 22And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. He cried
out, 2*“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you
are—the Holy One of God.” °But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 2°And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 2’AThey were all amazed,
so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He
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commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 22And at once his fame spread everywhere
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

We Profess our Faith “Nicene Creed”

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made, who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

Service of the Sacrament [Psalm 1]
L: Blessed is the individual who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or sit in the seat of mockers.
C: But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, he meditates day and night.
L: Heis like a tree planted by streams of water, whose leaf does not wither.
C: Not so the wicked! They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

The Words of Institution

Private Prayer before Communing

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us with your continual help that in all
our works begun, continued, and ended in you we may glorify your holy name and finally by your mercy obtain
eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Distribution of the Sacrament
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The Canticle "O Savior, Precious Savior" [LSB 527, vs. 1 & 3]

O Savior, precious Savior, Whom yet unseen we love;
O name of might and favor, All other names above,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our holy Lord and King.

In Thee all fullness dwelleth, All grace and pow’r divine;
The glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is Thine.
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our glorious Lord and King.

Distribution Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail” [LSB 845]

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.

With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn;
Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love Him in return.

Forgive we now each other’s faults As we our faults confess,
And let us love each other well In Christian holiness.

Let strife among us be unknown; Let all contention cease;
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace.

Let us recall that in our midst Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one.

For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same.

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications.

Prayer as you go home

Almighty God give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put upon ourselves the armor
of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus came to visit us in great humility, that in

the last day, when he shall come again in glory, we may rise to the life immortal; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS

The 5™ Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7, 2021

Scripture Readings: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 / Mark 1:29-39

Sermon Topic: “It’s All about JESUS” - Text: 1 Corinthians 9:22-23
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You are living in
the (your)
Mission Field
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few.
Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

Clothing Closet Open — February 13"
11:00 a.m. = 1:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Services - February 17t
Noon & 7:00 p.m. (virtual @ 7)

Food Pantry Open — February 20"
11:00 a.m. = 1:00 p.m.

Virtual Sunday School

Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-eastpointe.org.

= Now enrolling at CrossBridge, St. Thomas Preschool! We offer one school day
(,";Karx classroom of Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP). Call Michele Jones for more
Readiness Program information or an appointment to enroll; 586-260-6576.

Michigan's Nationally Recognized Pre-K Program

LUTHERAN NORTHWEST

Looking for an outstanding Christian high school option for your son or daughter or know someone who is?
LUTHERAN NORTHWEST in Rochester Hills is now accepting applications for new students for Fall 2021! Learn
more about the school and apply online at www.lutherannorthwest.com. Our application fee will increase by $50
on 2/1 so now is an ideal time to complete this step and join our Crusader family. Questions? Call our Admissions
Office at 248-852-6677. We'd love to hear from you!

Office Hours are Monday — Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. —2:30 p.m.
Please be aware that the alarm will be set when office is closed,
and no activity is scheduled for the building!
Call to arrange for time in the building!
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Our Confession of Faith

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds

(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord. This includes

believing that:

e Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us.

e His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326).

e Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity.

e Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book).

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder
© 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509
Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org — videotaping in progress during service.

(9]


http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

