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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as friends 
and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us 
on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) 
and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
 
 

Stories of God @ Work 

 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                                      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                         [LSB 340, vs. 1, 4 & 5] 

 

 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise. 

  

 Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 

 

 Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name. 

 
Entering Prayers 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
 C: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who leads your people like a flock. 
 L: Turn again, O God of hosts!  Look down from heaven, and see our need. 
 C: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
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 L: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Protect us by your strength and save us from the threatening dangers 
of our sins, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                          “Surely It Is God Who Saves Me”                                                          [WOV 635] 

(tune: LSB 686) 

Surely it is God who saves me; I shall trust and have no fear. 

For the Lord defends and shields me and his saving help is near. 

So rejoice as you draw water from salvation’s healing spring; 

in the day of your deliv’rance that the Lord, his mercies sing. 
 

Make God’s deeds known to the peoples; tell out his exalted name. 

Praise the Lord, who has done great things; all his works God’s might proclaim. 

Zion, lift your voice in singing; for with you has come to dwell, 

in your very midst, the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr, © 1982, 1990 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

Scripture Reading                                                                                                                                              1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

 L:  Today’s Scripture reading is from 1 Corinthians 1.  
  

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ 

Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony 

about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

 L:   This is the word of the Lord. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  
 

Hymn of the Day                                           “Once He Came in Blessing”                                    [LSB 333, vs. 1, 2 & 4] 
    

 Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing; 
    Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy; 

Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us. 
 

 Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us 
    Precious food from heaven, Pledge of peace here given, 

Manna that will nourish Souls that they may flourish. 
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 Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us. 
    Keep our hearts believing, That we, grace receiving, 

Ever may confess You Till in heav’n we bless You. 
 

Text (st. 2): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain 

 
Sermon                                                          “Waiting for Christ”                                                      1 Corinthians 1:7-8 

 
RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 

(see the back cover for this week’s prayer concerns) 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
   

L: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
(after each petition) 

L: Lord, in your mercy: 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
L: Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

 

In your prayers this week please remember: 
Our schools – public, private and those in homes – and all connected to the education of our children and youth. 

Those who feel isolated or alone, along with those who suffer with depression. 
Our individual and joint efforts of sharing God’s peace and hope with all. 

All our many different Advent worship gatherings and opportunities. 
 

And we remember those who protect and nurture life on this earth, this week remembering all military families, 
emergency responders, and hospital, nursing home and hospice care workers. 
 

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com) 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Grace Metzner, Diane Ustick, Veronica Morris, Ron Hess, Marilyn Redmond, Jane 
Gurnack, Frieda Ziegler, Scott Jones (husband of Michele, our GSRP director), Evert Flokstra (cousin of Vera LaFrate), 
Rich (son-in-law of the Cherry’s), Betty Nelson (sister of Caroline Henze). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, John Lemke 
(friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow 
(granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of 
Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Scott Spencer (friend of 
Cardamone’s), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Paul Odendahl (brother-in-law of Eleanor Cardamone), 
Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Doug Bogen (nephew of Mary Lee McKay), Emily Henze 
(daughter-in-law of Caroline). 
 

mailto:mdolan421@gmail.com
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Voluntary 
 

EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT THE STL MISSION There is a variety of ways to give your support to the 
mission of STL.  For many the easiest is to simply mail in a check or drop your offering off at the church.  
If you prefer electronic giving, STL offers multiple options: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 

• Through your Pay Pal account 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering automatically taken from 
your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees for debit and credit card transactions).  You 
can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, OR DESIRE ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL 
THE CHURCH OFFICE (586-772-3370). 
 

 

“So that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing 

of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:7) 

O God, our loving Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, you are the giver of every good gift.  

Strengthen our faith and work within us the spirit of Christian stewardship.  This we ask through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and forever.  Amen 
 

 

Offertory                                                “Prepare the Royal Highway                                        [LSB 343 vs. 1 & 2] 
 

 Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 
 

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

 God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

 L: If the Lord our God kept a record of sins, who could stand before him? 
 C: But with Him there is forgiveness, therefore He is feared. 
 L: God has gathered us together to hear His Word, call upon Him in prayer, and receive his grace.  In His 

presence we recognize our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot save ourselves.  Together as God’s people, let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and pray: 

 C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
    (silence for reflection and self-examination) 
  
 L: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit.  Be 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

 C: Amen.  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

  

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  

 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                       Mark 13:24-33 

 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, chapter 13. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 

its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then 

they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the 

angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 

very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.   
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

We Profess our Faith                                      “The Apostles Creed” 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Service of the Sacrament   
 

 L: Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are the potter. 

 C: We are all the work of your hands. 
 L: Lord, do not be terribly angry or remember our iniquity forever. 
 C: Look at us, your people, and have mercy upon us. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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 The Words of Institution 
 

 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

God of love, through your Son you have commanded us to love one another.  By the guidance of your Word and Spirit, 
deliver us from impenitence and teach us the truth that we might confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and be 
reconciled to one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 
 The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

 The Canticle                                     "O Come, All Ye Faithful"                                            [LSB 379, vs. 1 & 2] 
 

 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

 Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

 Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

 

Distribution Hymn                             “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”                                      [LSB 334, vs. 1, 4-6] 

  (tune 442) 

 O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? 
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best. 

 

 Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me. 
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace 
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race. 

 

 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing Eternal life in heav’n. 
 

 He comes to judge the nations, A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, And guide us safely home. 
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Prayer as you go home 
 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in your Son’s name.  Mercifully incline 
your ears to us who have now made our prayers and supplications to you, and grant that those things that we 
have faithfully asked according to your will we may receive to meet our need and bring glory to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 

 

You are now entering 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 

The 2nd Sunday in Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 

Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 / Mark 1:1-8 
 

Sermon Topic: “Straight Paths” - Text:  Mark 1:2-3 

 
 

Clothing Closet Open – December 12th 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

Holiday Food Basket Giveaway – December 19th  
10 a.m. – first come first serve – until gone 

 
Virtual Sunday School  

Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-eastpointe.org. 
 
 
 

It's Lutheran Witness time! This is the time to order or renew subscriptions of the Lutheran Witness (LW), the official 
periodical of the LCMS. It is published 11 times a year and provides laypeople with stories and information that complement 
congregational life, fosters personal growth in faith, and helps interpret the contemporary world from the Lutheran Christian 
perspective. The subscription year is March 2021 through February 2022.  Yearly subscriptions are &11.60/year each if orders 
are placed through the St. Thomas church office (if not the cost is $19.99). Orders and money need to be in the office by 
December 7 (checks made payable to St. Thomas). 

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
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Mission Support 2021 
This year you will be assigned the same envelope # for offering envelopes as 

you had in 2020.  Your box of envelopes is in your mail slot/box. If you do not 

have a mail slot/box, you will find them in the west entrance of the church.  (If 

you would like a mail slot/box, please contact the church office.) If you are 

unable to get to church to get your envelopes, you can still send in your 

contribution and it will be credited to your giving #.  If you did not have envelopes in 2020 and would 

like some for 2021, please visit the table in the west entry way and sign up following the directions 

on the table.  

Remember you can always donate electronically – go to www.stl-eastpointe.com for more 

information and options. (or see today’s worship bulletin) If you have any questions, contact Linda, in 

the church office. 
 

 

Now enrolling at CrossBridge, St. Thomas Preschool! We offer one school day classroom 
of Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP). GSRP is the State of Michigan funded, TUITION 
FREE Pre-K program for 4-year olds. Our program is an all-day preschool from 8:00 am 
to 3:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Students receive breakfast, lunch, and a snack 
each day provided by the program. Call Michele Jones for more information or an 
appointment to enroll; 586-260-6576. 

 

 

New Office Hours beginning November 23rd 

Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Please be aware that the alarm will be set when office is closed, and no activity is scheduled for 

the building! 

Call to arrange for time in the building! 

 
Our Confession of Faith 

 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds 
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes 
believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to all 
who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

http://www.stl-eastpointe.com/
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December is Filled with Opportunities 
Please join us – and bring your friends and neighbors along. 

Advent CHRISTMAS CAR-oling 
Wednesdays – December 2, 9, 16 

Noon and 7:00 pm 
(7:00 also available online) 

The evening gatherings will be in the front parking lot, where you can stand outside or 
stay in your car to sing and share the Christmas Joy. 

 

 
Sunday, December 20 – 11:00 a.m. until Noon 

Drive through Communion 
A Safe and Healthy opportunity in our west (rear) parking lot. 

 

 

Christmas Eve is on a Thursday this year 
 “Carols, Candles, and Communion” 

4:00 p.m. – Traditional Lessons and Carols (also available online) 
11:00 p.m. – Traditional Lessons and Carols 

 

Christmas Morning Communion @ 9:30 a.m. 
“Includes a special message for the children” 

 

 
 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

