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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as 
friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-
eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the 
church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                                   “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”                                               [LSB 914] 

(tune 795) 

 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten Radiance of the Father’s face, 
Word made flesh, who lived among us Full of truth and full of grace, 

Shine upon our human darkness; Pierce the night that shrouds our race. 
 

 Word eternal, through Your being God created all we see, 
When the empty spaces echoed With the Father’s “Let there be . . . ” 

Light and life burst from the glorious Power of Your majesty! 
 

 Still Your brooding Spirit hovers Over chaos, dark and deep, 
Calling out with invitation: “Rise, awaken from your sleep; 

Christ the Lord will shine upon you And from death your soul shall keep.” 
 

 Come, Lord Jesus, by Your Spirit In our hearts Your work begin, 
Bring the healing restoration Of Your image lost by sin; 

From Your fullness all receiving Grace on grace, new life within! 
 

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Entering Prayers                                                                           [Zephaniah 1:7-16] 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; 
 C: The sound of the day of the Lord is bitter for the world. 
 L: A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish. 
 C: A day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation. 
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 L: Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people to seek more eagerly the help you offer, that, at the last, 
they may enjoy the fruit of salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                         ”To God on High be Glory”                                                     [LSB 204] 
 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King. 

 

To You, O sole begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high. 
 

For You alone are holy’ You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” Our glad reply. 

.  
 

 

 
Scripture Reading                                                                                                                             1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

 L:  Today’s Scripture reading is from 1 Thessalonians 5.  
  

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to 

you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 

them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in 

darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of 

the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 

keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at 

night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live 

with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  
  

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  
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Hymn of the Day                                 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”                                          [LSB 691] 
 

 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase, 
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace. 

 

 Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless; 
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness. 

 

 Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal, 
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self-control. 

 

 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease; 
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace. 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.  

 

Sermon                                                 “You Are Children of the Light”                             1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
 
The Prayer of the Church 
  

L: Almighty God, everlasting Father, You are worthy of being praised for all Your gifts and graces, which 
You have given to us, Your unworthy people. Hear us this day as we cry to You for mercy toward all 
people as they have need. 

 

(after each petition) 
L: Let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Remembering that here we have no abiding city but heaven is our home, give us Your aid so that we 
may by true faith and godly life prepare for the coming of our Savior, doing the works You have called 
us to do and accomplishing Your purpose in our daily lives. Help us to multiply Your mercy by loving our 
neighbor in need and loving You with all our body, soul, strength and will; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s work through his Word: 
Calming all hearts that are filled with fear, shame, pride, or grief. 

As we discover new ways to search the scripture together and care for our neighbor. 
As the Holy Spirit develops faith in children and youth –  

through family devotions and other means. 
For people and families to read from the Bible and pray together daily. 

 

And we pray for the safety and wellbeing all students and educators. 
 

And we remember those at both ends of life on this earth, the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those 
nearing life's end, remembering especially all pregnant mothers, those with COVID 19, those who are in 
Hospice care. 
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To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com) 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

For Loved Ones Called Home: For the family of Tim & Cheryl Phaneuf, who both were called home within 
minutes of each other on Thursday. For the family of Bob Meyer a former member, and of Jeanette Galina, 
sister of Mary Lee McKay, who were called home last week. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Grace Metzner, Diane Ustick, Veronica Morris, Ron Hess, Ann LaFrate, Marilyn 
Redmond, Jane Gurnack, Frieda Ziegler, Scott Jones (husband of Michele, our GSRP director), Evert Flokstra 
(cousin of Vera LaFrate), Rich (son-in-law of the Cherry’s), , Betty Nelson (sister of Caroline Henze). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, John 
Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany 
Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Scott 
Spencer (friend of Cardamone’s), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Paul Odendahl (brother-in-law of 
Eleanor Cardamone), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Doug Bogen (nephew of Mary 
Lee McKay), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). 
 

 

Voluntary 
 
 

Supporting the STL Mission – There are many ways to give your support (tithe) to 

the mission of STL (besides checks or cash) including: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 
automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees 
for debit and credit card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  

 
 

 

“Lord you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 

God.” (Psalm 90:1-2)  
 

Lord, you gave us life in birth and new life in Holy Baptism.  You give us everything – time, talent, 

treasure and so much more.  Direct us to use the gifts you give to your glory and the benefit of your 

people – so that more and more may come to know you as we do.  Bless us, Lord, so that we may be a 

blessing to others. In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                   [LSB 192] 
 

Create in me a clean heart. O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  Amen. 
 

mailto:mdolan421@gmail.com
https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: These are they who have come out of the great tribulation. 
 C: They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb. 
 L: God has chosen to give us birth through the word of truth, 
 C: That we might be a kind of first-fruits of all he created. 

(time for personal reflection) 
 

 L: Make haste to deliver me, O God: 
 C: Make haste, O Lord, to help me, for I am hurting on the inside, and have failed in helping others 

around me.  In you, Lord Jesus, do I take my refuge.  In your mercy take away my sin and rescue me 
from all evil.  You are my help and my deliverer.  O Lord, do not delay. 

 L: God has come in the person of Jesus to rescue you.  He died for your sins and was raised for your 
justification.  Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus, and by His authority, I announce the 
full forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
  

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                                                       Matthew 25:14-30 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 25. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 

them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 

them, and he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents 

more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s 

money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 

them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 

‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 

into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 

of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 

be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 

answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and 

gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 

at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and 

give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the 
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worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

  
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

We Profess our Faith                                  “The Apostles Creed” 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                                            [Psalm 90:1-12]  
 

 L: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

 C: From everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 L: A thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 
 C: Our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
 L: So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
 C: Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Words of Institution 
 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your 
manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you have revealed 
yourself to us as our merciful Redeemer.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ and so to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.  Amen. 

 

 
 The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

 The Canticle                                     "This is the Feast"                                         [LSB 171] 
 

   Cantor:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
   C:  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.   

   Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory are His.  
   This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
   Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
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   Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen  
   This is the feast of victory for our God,  
   for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

   Distribution Hymn                   “Take My Life and Let It Be”                                                     [LSB 783] 
   

 Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

 Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 

Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee. 

 

 Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 

 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

 Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

Prayer as you go home 
 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we 
who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may aide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 

 

You are now living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
 

Today’s flowers were given to honor and glorify our Lord 
in celebration of Karen Cichocki’s birthday 

by her loving husband, Larry. 
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Drive Thru Communion – TODAY! 
11 a.m. in the west parking lot 

 

Holiday Food Basket Giveaway – November 21st 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. (or until gone) 

 
Remembrance Sunday – November 22, 2020 (both services) 

 
Thanksgiving Eve – November 25, 2020 

Noon & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Decorate the Church of Christmas – November 28th at 9 a.m. 
 

Virtual Sunday School  
Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-eastpointe.org. 

 
 

 If you want to hear more about the Greater Things God has been doing here in our 
city, join us on December 4, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., for our Virtual Gala! We will be 

celebrating our community, our partnerships, and our God, while also raising money to 
continue this work.. The speaker for the evening is Pastor Rosevelt Gray, director of Black & African Ministry, LCMS. To 
register for this event, visit our website at https://camprestore.org/greaterthings2020/. We will also be posting a link to 
our auction page soon, so watch for coming updates!  If you would just like to make a donation to Camp Restore Detroit 
that also would be appreciated. Mail donations to 17100 Chalmers, Detroit, MI 48205. If you'd like to speak to someone, 
call Amy to 313-395-7600.  

 
It's Lutheran Witness time! This is the time to order or renew subscriptions of the Lutheran Witness (LW), the official 
periodical of the LCMS. It is published 11 times a year and provides laypeople with stories and information that 
complement congregational life, fosters personal growth in faith, and helps interpret the contemporary world from the 
Lutheran Christian perspective. The subscription year is March 2021 through February 2022.  Yearly subscriptions are 
&11.60/year each if orders are placed through the St. Thomas church office (if not the cost is $19.99). Orders and money 
need to be in the office by December 7 (checks made payable to St. Thomas). 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

Christ the King Sunday 
November 22, 2020 

Remembrance Sunday 
 

Scripture Readings: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 / Matthew 25:31-26 
 

Sermon Title: “Destruction and Deliverance” - Text:  1 Corinthians 15:22-26   

 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service  

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
https://camprestore.org/greaterthings2020/
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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As lights shining in the darkness, we are equipped to share light and hope with all. 
 

People do not light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:15-16) 
 

In Christ, we have it all … full forgiveness for ALL sins … new life filled with peace, hope, and love … freedom 
from shame, guilt, and fear.  We have what the world wants.  We have what the world needs. 
 

And in giving us all this … and making us to be his light … God is transforming us from being blessing hoarders 
into blessing sharers!  This really is what peace and hope … love and freedom … are all about.  God so loved 
the world that he GAVE …  
 

In Christ’s name today I am placing a challenge before you – to take a step of faith in providing financial 
support for the light sharing ministry of STL …  
 

† If you have not been giving financial support to STL on a regular (weekly / monthly) basis, I am 
challenging you to prayerfully consider making a financial commitment that is caring and cautious, 
courageous and creative in support of the STL mission. 
 

† If in the past you have supported the mission of STL through on-line giving, the challenge is to make it a 
repeating gift that will be a greater sacrificial blessing to Christ’s kingdom. 
 

† If you have been providing regular financial support for Christ’s mission through STL, I challenge you to 
prayerfully consider increasing your giving in a way that is caring and cautious, courageous and 
creative. 

 

And “may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way.  The Lord be with you all.” (2 
Thessalonians 3:16) 

 
Now enrolling at CrossBridge, St. Thomas Preschool! We offer one school day 
classroom of Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP). GSRP is the State of Michigan 
funded, TUITION FREE Pre-K program for 4-year olds. Our program is an all-day 
preschool from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Students receive 
breakfast, lunch, and a snack each day provided by the program. Call Michele 
Jones for more information or an appointment to enroll; 586-260-6576 

 
Our Confession of Faith 

 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds 
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes 
believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to 
all who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 


