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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as 
friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-
eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the 
church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                                         “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                         [tune: LSB 443] 
 

 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 
 

 The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches  With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

 The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold. 

 

 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free! 

 
Entering Prayers                                                                                                                                        [Psalm 70] 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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 C: Amen. 
 L: Make haste O God, to deliver us. 
 C: O Lord, make haste to helps us! 
 L: May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! 
 C: May those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is great.” 
 L: O Lord, we pray that your grace may so cleanse our thoughts and minds that your Son Jesus, when he 

shall return, may find in us a fit dwelling place; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                            ”To God on High be Glory”                                                  [LSB 204] 
 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King. 

 

To You, O sole begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high. 
 

For You alone are holy’ You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” Our glad reply. 

.  
 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                                                                         Matthew 25:1-13 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 25. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they 

took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, 

they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out 

to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, 

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will 

not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they 

were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 

feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.”  
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji.  

 
Hymn of the Day                               “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”                          [LSB 663, vs. 1, 3 &5] 
    

 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken; 

        For the foe, Well we know, 
    Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping. 

 

 Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you. 

        Watch and see Lest there be 
    Faithless friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you. 

 

 But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing, 

        So that still  Mind and will 
    Shall unite to serve Him And forever love Him. 

 

Sermon                                                           “A Wedding Story”                                               Matthew 25:1-13 

 
RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 

 
The Prayer of the Church   
 

 L: Lord, You are our help and deliverer and to You we bring the prayers and petitions of Your people, that 
You may grant to us all things good and needful and guard us against all things evil and harmful. 

 

(after each petition) 
 L: Let us pray to the Lord:   

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 L: That the Lord may hear and answer the prayers of His people and that we may be content with His 
answer, trusting in His Fatherly will and wisdom to grant us all that we need and all that will profit our 
salvation, let us pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

 

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s people on earth: 
Granting us a bold, clear, and loving witness to the world. 

Giving us hearts that selflessly reach out to care for all neighbors. 
For children to be raised in the nurture and encouragement of the Gospel. 

For everyone in our ‘virtual congregation’. 
 

And we remember all children who hear the gospel in church and from their parents, and those in hospice care. 
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To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com) 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving: For the birth of Perry Andrew Scout Rossow to Andrew & Kirsten, and grandson of Liesa & 
Keith Altenburg. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Veronica Morris, Tim & Cheryl Phaneuf, Ron Hess, Ann LaFrate, Marilyn Redmond, Jane 
Gurnack, Frieda Ziegler, Scott Jones (husband of Michele, our GSRP director), Evert Flokstra (cousin of Vera LaFrate), 
Rich (son-in-law of the Cherry’s), Bob Meyer (former member), Jeanette Galina (sister of Mary Lee McKay), Betty Nelson 
(sister of Caroline Henze). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, John Lemke 
(friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow 
(granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde 
& Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Scott Spencer (friend of Cardamone’s), Karl 
Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Paul Odendahl (brother-in-law of Eleanor Cardamone), Payton Gifford (great-
granddaughter of Jane Gurnack), Doug Bogen (nephew of Mary Lee McKay), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). 
 

 

Voluntary 
 

Supporting the STL Mission – There are many ways to give your support (tithe) to the 

mission of STL (besides checks or cash) including: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support offering 
automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is charged extra fees 
for debit and credit card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these options!  
 

 
 

“May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! May those who love  

your salvation say evermore, “God is great!’”  (Psalm 70:4) 
 

Lord, you have made us stewards.  You give us everything – time, talent,  

treasure and so much more.  Lord you have made us stewards.  Give us strength and wisdom to return 

those precious gifts to you in gratitude, sacrifice, and praise, so that we may be a blessing to others. In 

Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

Offertory                                                                                                                                                                   [LSB 192] 
 

Create in me a clean heart. O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 
 

mailto:mdolan421@gmail.com
https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: These are they who have come out of the great tribulation. 
 C: They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb. 
 L: God has chosen to give us birth through the word of truth, 
 C: That we might be a kind of first-fruits of all he created. 
 

(time for personal reflection) 
 

 L: Make haste to deliver me, O God: 
 C: Make haste, O Lord, to help me, for I am hurting on the inside, and have failed in helping others 

around me.  In you, Lord Jesus, do I take my refuge.  In your mercy take away my sin and rescue me 
from all evil.  You are my help and my deliverer.  O Lord, do not delay. 

 L: God has come in the person of Jesus to rescue you.  He died for your sins and was raised for your 
justification.  Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus, and by His authority, I announce the 
full forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
  

 

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  

Scripture Reading                                                                                                                           1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

 L:  Today’s Scripture reading is from 1 Thessalonians 4. 
  

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a 

word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 

those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 

with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another 

with these words. 
  

 L:   This is the word of the Lord 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

We Profess our Faith                               “Nicene Creed” 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.   

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made, who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
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Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Service of the Sacrament                                                                                                                                 [Amos 5:24]  
 

 L: Lord, we are poor and needy, so hasten to help us. 
 C: You are our help and deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 

 L: Let your justice roll down like water. 

 C: And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

  

 The Words of Institution 
 
 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you 
have revealed yourself to us as our merciful Redeemer.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 
flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and so to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he 
in us.  Amen. 

 

 
 The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

  The Canticle                              "This is the Feast"                                                                [LSB 171] 
 

  Cantor:  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
  C:  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
       whose blood set us free to be people of God.   

 Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory are His.  
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen   
 This is the feast of victory for our God, 
 for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Distribution Hymn                              “When Peace, like a River”                                                     [LSB 763] 

   

 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

 Refrain: It is well (It is well) with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

Prayer as you go home 
 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we 
who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may aide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 

 

You are now living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
How does Virtual Sunday School sound to you? 
With our lives so busy, how do we find the time to have our children learn about Jesus?  STL is offering a 3-
tiered “Virtual Sunday School” that you can turn to any time or anywhere each week.  Our “THE FLOCK (little lambs 
following Jesus)” blends the invaluable experience of children learning about Jesus with the convenience of locally 
produced interactive videos.  Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-eastpointe.org. 

https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
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Drive Thru Communion – Next Sunday 
11 a.m. in the west parking lot 

 
Lifeline Screening – November 13th 

Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word "circle" to 797979. 

 
Clothing Closet Open – November 14th at 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
Community Flu Immunization Fair – November 18th from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Provided by Ascension Health 
Pre-register by contacting 248-849-5752 

 
Holiday Food Basket Giveaway – November 21st 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. (or until gone) 
 

Remembrance Sunday – November 22, 2020 (both services) 
 

Thanksgiving Eve – November 25, 2020 
Noon & 7:00 p.m. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
God has made us to be light so that we can live in confidence 
You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  (Matthew 5:14) 

 

I have good news for you today – God has not only given us his light, he has actually made us to be light!  Paul puts it this 
way, “At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.” (Ephesians 5.8). We are the light of the world, 
and a city on a hill CANNOT be hidden! 
 

In other words, by virtue of your baptism and ever since your baptism, where-ever you go … whatever you do … you 
bring God’s light into the world’s darkness.  You carry Christ into every relationship and every setting.  You bring with 
you into every conversation the healing balm of Christ … his hope … his peace … his grace. 
 

This simply means that you and I – we have what the world wants (whether the world admits it or not).  Since, by God’s 
giving grace, we have it, we can live every day in confidence.  God’s gift of confidence leads us to be both courageous 
and cautious in these challenging times.  God’s gift of confidence also leads us to be courteous and creative in these 
challenging times. 
 

This is true because we believe our Savior when he says to us, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the 
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” (Isaiah 43.1-3) 
 

Something for you to consider:  How do you see fear as a factor in life in our world today?  And, on a scale of 0 to 10, 
with 0 being living in total fear and 10 being living total trust in Jesus, where are you today? 
 

STL is here – Cautious … Compassionate … Courageous … Creative – to help you live in greater faith. 
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NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

 

Scripture Readings: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 / Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Sermon Topic: “We Are One in Christ” - Text:  Philippians 4.4-13 
 

 
Now enrolling at CrossBridge, St. Thomas Preschool! We offer one school day 
classroom of Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP). GSRP is the State of Michigan 
funded, TUITION FREE Pre-K program for 4-year olds. Our program is an all-day 
preschool from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Students receive 
breakfast, lunch, and a snack each day provided by the program. Call Michele 
Jones for more information or an appointment to enroll; 586-260-6576 

 
 
Have you noticed the Saint Thomas Lutheran Heritage Cross in the sidewalk at the 
northwest church entrance?   The Commemorative Brick program will enable you 
to be a permanent part of this cross.  Bricks may be engraved with names, special 
dates, special occasions, events, sayings, or any message you wish.  It will then 
become a part of Saint Thomas history.  This is a great way to remember a loved 
one or honor that special person in your life.  You may choose to purchase one 4” 
by 8” brick for $50.00 or a set of three bricks for $125.00.  This includes up to 

three lines of up to 14 characters per brick, including spaces.  You also may purchase a replica of your brick for 
display at your home or office.  Replica bricks are priced at $30.00 each. Please contact the church office, or 
visit www.stl-eastpointe.org for an order form. 
 
 
 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds 
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes 
believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 

• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to 
all who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 
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Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service  

http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/

