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Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as 
friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-
eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the 
church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                                      “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”                                   [LSB 813, vs. 1, 2 & 7] 
 

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your festal banner wave on high, The cross of Christ your king. Refrain 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 

With voice as full and strong As ocean’s surging praise, 
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, The psalms of ancient days. Refrain 

 

Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore. Refrain 

 
Entering Prayers 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: How good it is to sing to our God – how pleasant and lovely to praise his name. 
 C: The Lord heals the broken hearted and bandages their wounds.  
 L: He counts the number of the stars and gives name to all of them. 
 C: We will sing to the Lord with thanksgiving, for he is great – vast in power. 
 L: God of love, you know our frailties and failings.  Give us your grace to overcome them; keep us from 

those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of salvation through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 C: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise                               “Thy Word”                                                                     [CH 184] 
 

CHORUS:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 

When I feel afraid, and think I’ve lost my way, Still you’re there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near.  Please be near me to the end.  CHORUS 

 

I will not forget your love for me, and yet my heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side; I will love you to the end.  CHORUS 

.  
 

Scripture Reading                                                                                       Philippians 2:1-18 
 

1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 

of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 

exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in 

you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 

shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 

sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me. 
 

 L: Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed.  Make it a word of power and peace in our hearts 
and lives, creating, confirming and strengthening faith.  May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, 
from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve 
the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji. 
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Hymn of the Day                              “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”                          [LSB 900, vs. 1, 3, 5 & 6] 
    

Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above, 
Unto which must ev’ry knee Bow in deep humility. 

 

Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen of the earth 
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall His people save.” 

 

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 

 
Sermon                           “Heart Issues are Hard Issues” 

“Whom Shall I Love and Whom Shall I Fear”                         Philippians 2:4b-14 

 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
 

The Prayer of the Church   
    

L: O Lord, we are Your people, chosen by Your grace to be Your own possession, and granted mercy upon 
mercy. Hear Your people who cry to You in need, and remember us according to the favor You have 
shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

(after each petition) 
L: Lord, in your mercy: 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Grant to us all good things needful for this body and life and profitable for our salvation, and keep from 
us all things harmful, that sustained in time of want and guarded in time of prosperity, we may endure 
to the day of our Lord’s coming and be judged worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

Our Primary Prayer focus is Christ’s peace being received by all, and especially: 
God’s faithful people who, with patience and compassion, serve others. 

Those who are most vulnerable to either health, social or spiritual distress. 
Those who participate in our FHL and CrossTraining ministries. 

All who serve by putting themselves in harm’s way, along with those who provide for them. 
 

To connect to the STL PRAYER CHAIN, contact Karen Dolan (mdolan421@gmail.com) 
 

And we remember the unborn and newly born, the elderly and those nearing life's end, remembering all 
grieving families, and those who are in hospice care. 
 

 

mailto:mkdolan@wowway.com
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† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

For Loved Ones Called Home: The family of Lucille Setter, sister-in-law of Caroline Henze, who was called 
home on 9/21. 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Eleanor Cardamone, Loletta Hogan, Adam Vincent, Patti Prill, Jim Ham, Margaret 
Bittner, Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline), Doug Bogen (nephew of Mary Lee McKay), Logan Nawrocki 
(son of Nicole), Matthew Nelson (great-nephew of Caroline Henze), Don Habermas (husband of Vada), Scott 
Jones (husband of Michele, our GSRP director).  
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, John 
Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany 
Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong 
(granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Scott 
Spencer (friend of Cardamone’s), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Paul Odendahl (brother-in-law of 
Eleanor Cardamone), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane Gurnack). 
 

 

Voluntary 
 

Supporting the STL Mission – There are many ways to give your support (tithe) to the mission 
of STL (besides checks or cash) including: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission support 
offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is 

charged extra fees for debit and credit card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many of these 
options!  

 
 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

(Philippians 1:27)  
 

Lord God, you alone are the source of every gift, of the vast array of our universe, and of the mystery 

of each human life.  We praise you and we thank you for your great power and your tender, faithful 

love.  Everything we are and everything we have is your gift, and after having created us, you have 

given us into the keeping of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Fill our minds with Christ’s truth and our hearts 

with his love, that in his Spirit we may be bonded together into a community of faith – a caring people.  

In the name of Jesus, we commit ourselves to be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us, to share our 

time, our talent and our material gifts as an outward sign of the treasure we hold in Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 
Installation of Officers & Boards 

 

https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/
https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms
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Offertory                                                                                                       [BOB 89] 
Holy is our God, whose name we praise forever. 

Glory to the Son, who reigns in majesty! 
Come, Spirit, come and fill our hearts with wisdom, 

That we may long to worship You alone. 
  

Text and Music by Brad and Donna Hoefs, @Copyright 1998 Wings of Grace, Inc 

    

Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 L: One does not live by bread alone, 
 C: But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 

(time for personal reflection) 
 L: Gracious God: 
 C: Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone.  Give us a greater hunger for your Word, that, upheld by your Spirit, we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 L: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 C: Amen. 

  

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                      Matthew 21:23-27 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 21. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then 

I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? 

From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 

he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the 

crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 

said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We Profess our Faith “The Apostles Creed” 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Service of the Sacrament   
 

 L: Make you ways known to me, Lord. 
 C: Teach me your paths. 
 L: Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation. 
 C: Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been of old. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

  

 The Words of Institution 
 

 The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

The Canticle                                                                                                                                                       [BOB 89] 
 

Chorus: Holy is our God, whose name we praise forever. 
Glory to the Son, who reigns in majesty! 

Come, Spirit, come and fill our hearts with wisdom, 
That we may long to worship You alone. 

 

Oh Spirit, come and unite us In one communion with our Lord. 
Free us from the chains that bind us, For the Comforter has come. Chorus 

 
 

Private Prayer before Communing 
O Jesus, our great high priest, be present with us as you were present with your disciples and make yourself 
know to us in the breaking of bread.  Amen.  

 

    
Distribution Hymn              “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go”                                [LSB 854, tune 883] 

  

Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go, My daily labor to pursue, 
Thee, only Thee, resolved to know In all I think or speak or do. 

 

The task Thy wisdom has assigned, O let me cheerfully fulfill; 
In all my works Thy presence find, And prove Thy good and perfect will. 
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Thee may I set at my right hand, Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 
And labor on at Thy command, And offer all my works to Thee. 

 

Give me to bear Thine easy yoke, And ev’ry moment watch and pray, 
And still to things eternal look, And hasten to Thy glorious day. 

 

For Thee delightfully employ Whate’er Thy bounteous grace has giv’n, 
And run my course with even joy, And closely walk with Thee to heav’n. 

 
Prayer as you end the service 

 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we 
who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be 
filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 

Something to Think About 
 

Two stories shared by Rev. Brian Dupre, LCMS pastor in Farmington Hills, MI: 
 

“On my vicarage assignment in a northern suburb of Saint Louis, I was asked by my supervising pastor to walk 
the neighborhood and invite the people to church. Now the congregation I was serving was primarily White, 
but the neighborhood was primarily Black. This sounded like a great outreach opportunity, especially for the 
blending of cultures in God’s house. However, the reality did not match the opportunity. Every person I talked 
to said they had tried to attend the church previously, but were ushered out with the words, ‘You will be 
happier at the church down the street.’ 
 

“Last month, I met a man outside a store in Ann Arbor. While we waited for our turn for service, we struck up 
a conversation, which quickly turned to Christianity and the churches. Although he was White and I Black, we 
found a lot of commonality. Again, this sounded like a great outreach opportunity. I invited him to my church. 
Again, however, the reality did not match the opportunity. Even though I shared with him that Shadow of the 
Cross is a cross-cultural church, he declined the invitation. His reason was he was told recently by a Black 
pastor that White people are not allowed in Black churches in order to maintain their identities as Black 
churches. 
 

“Let me be clear: there is no such thing as a Black church nor a White church. There is only the Christian 
church, to which everyone is welcome. We cannot continue to allow the devil to trick us into believing 
otherwise. There is no room for ‘separate but equal’ within the Christian church; not if we are to be united in 
Christ. Jesus died for us all, equally, on the cross of Calvary, where He demonstrated His love equally.” 

 
NEXT SUNDAY: 

 

The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 4, 2020 

 

Scripture Readings: Philippians 3:4b-14 / Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Sermon: Heart Issues are Hard Issues - “Bringing the Fruit of His Steadfast Love”  
Text: Philippians 3:4b-14 
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You are now living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 

 
Blood Drive – September 30th - 1 pm to 7 pm – in the gym 

Go to www.redcrossblood.org to make an appointment 
 

Lifeline Screening – November 13th 

Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word "circle" to 797979. 
 
 

How does Virtual Sunday School sound to you? 
With our lives so busy, how do we find the time to have our children learn about Jesus?  STL is offering a 3-

tiered “Virtual Sunday School” that you can turn to any time or anywhere each week.  Our “THE FLOCK (little 
lambs following Jesus)” blends the invaluable experience of children learning about Jesus with the 
convenience of locally produced interactive videos.  Find information on THE FLOCK at www.STL-

eastpointe.org. 
 
 
 

Copyright Permission CCLI License #1438022 - Created with Lutheran Service Builder 
 © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License #110002509 

Watch services on Facebook or at www.stl-eastpointe.org – videotaping in progress during service 

 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
https://stl-eastpointe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aea78e9aba81b1dfbd4c49234&id=4f8205165f&e=6cb5b67520
http://www.stl-eastpointe.org/
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OFFICERS AND BOARDS 
2020 - 2021 

 
POSITION EXPIRES 7/1/21  
 
President Mark Matheson 
Vice President James Ahee, Jr.  
Secretary  Richard Cain   

Chief Financial Officer Beverly Gray * 
  EXPIRES 7/1/22 
 
Board of  Fred Bauss Mike Dolan  
Elders Tim Hubmeier Tim Kruse  
 Art Wensink Jafer Perez  
   
 
Board of Emma Kruse Bob Boldt  
Mission Engagement  Patti Prill   Jan Boldt 
   
   
Board of Annette Carreau Kelly Cooley 
Community Service Kelly Crivella Heather Miller 
 Cheryl Phaneauf Marilyn Redmond 
    Kathy Smith 
   

Board of   Richard Cain   David Blocki 
Resource Management  Tim Phaneauf   Gary Lysse   
   
  
Foundation Keith Altenburg Steve Kruse 
Trustees Ron Greve Dale Edwards 
 Beverly Gray * (as CFO) 


