
Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting 
us as friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to 
www.stl-eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal 
way, contact the church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call. 
 

Divine Service 
September 6, 2020 

 
 

Stories of God @ Work 
 

RECEIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Opening Praise                        “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made”                 [LSB 903, vs. 1, 4 & 5] 
 

This is the day the Lord has made; He calls the hours His own. 
Let heav’n rejoice, let earth be glad And praise surround the throne. 

 

Blessèd is He who comes to us With messages of grace; 
He, in the Lord’s name, comes to us To save our fallen race. 

 

Hosanna in the highest strains The Church on earth can raise. 
The highest heav’ns, in which He reigns, Shall give Him nobler praise. 

 
Entering Prayers 
 

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: It is good to praise the Lord and make music to the name of the Most High. 
 C: Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
 L: Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 C: Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this. 
 L: Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our weaknesses better than we ourselves.  

In your love and by your power help us in our confusion and, in spite of our weakness, make us 
firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise                            "All People that on Earth Do Dwell"                           [Old Hundredth] 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth-tell; Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

 

You may we find at our right hand, Whose eyes see truly what we do, 
And labor on at your command And offer all our works to you. 

 

Give us to bear your easy yoke And every moment watch and pray 
And still to things eternal look And hasten to your glorious day. 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                           Matthew 18:1-14 
 

 L:  The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, chapter 18. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to 

you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of 

these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone 

fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but 

woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, 

cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands 

or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 

throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 

the hell of fire. 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 

angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the 

lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does 

he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went 

astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine 

that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little 

ones should perish.” 
  

 L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji. 
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Hymn of the Day                               “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”                      [LSB 611, vs. 1, 3 & 5] 
 

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine. 
 

Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 
 

O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die. 
 

Sermon                                                           “Don’t Be A Baby”                                               Matthew 18:1-4 
 

The disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Jesus called to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

 
RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 

 
The Prayer of the Church   
    

L: Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two or three are gathered in Your name, You are in 
the midst of them. Hear the prayers of Your people, and grant our supplications. 

 

(after each petition) 
L: Lord, in your mercy: 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Hear us, O Lord, who cry to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, whom with the Spirit, You 
are one God and one Lord, now and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s work through his Word: 
Calming all hearts that are filled with fear, shame, terror or grief. 

As we discover new ways to search the scripture together and care for one another. 
As the Holy Spirit develops faith in children and youth – through family devotions and other means. 

For people and families to read from the Bible and pray together daily. 
 

And we pray for the safety and wellbeing all students and educators. 
 

And we remember those at both ends of life on this earth, the unborn and newly born, the elderly 
and those nearing life's end, remembering especially all pregnant mothers, those with COVID 19, those 
who are in hospice care. 
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† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 
For Loved Ones Called Home: The family of Sandra Awe Bayse, daughter of JoAnn Awe and sister of 
Brenda Finger, who was called to her heavenly home in August. 
 
God’s Healing Hand on: Jim Ham, Margaret Bittner, Rick Patterson (former member), Cathleen 
Keller, (daughter of Rich and Mary Keller), Mim Wargo (father of Debbie Churchill), Robert DeGregory 
(friend of Yionne Cantu), Emily Henze (daughter-in-law of Caroline). Doug Bogen ( nephew of Mary Lee 
McKay), Logan Nawrocki (son of Nicole).   
 
Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Lori Kucharek, Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, 
John Lemke (friend of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie 
Adams), Tiffany Crow (granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Kathy Johnson (friend of Vicki Leberg), 
Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter of Jim, 
Thrivent Rep.), Scott Spencer (friend of Cardamone’s), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), Paul 
Odendahl (brother-in-law of Eleanor Cardamone), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane 
Gurnack). 
 

 
Voluntary 
 

 

Supporting the STL Mission – There are many ways to give your support (tithe) to the 
mission of STL (besides checks or cash) including: 

• Text “GIVE” to 1-586-800-2233 

• Visit: https://www.stl-eastpointe.org/2015/07/13/mission-support/ 

• Scan this Quick Response (QR) code 

• Go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/app/giving/stthoms 
These will connect you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission 

support offering automatically taken from your checking account or use your credit or debit card (STL is 
charged extra fees for debit and credit card transactions).  You can even set up recurring giving with many 
of these options!  

 
 

 

“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8)  
 

Lord God, you alone are the source of every gift, of the vast array of our universe, and of 

the mystery of each human life.  We praise you and we thank you for your great power 

and your tender, faithful love.  Everything we are and everything we have is your gift, 

and after having created us, you have given us into the keeping of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Fill our minds with Christ’s truth and our hearts with his love, that in his Spirit we may 

be bonded together into a community of faith – a caring people.  In the name of Jesus, we 

commit ourselves to be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us, to share our time, our 

talent and our material gifts as an outward sign of the treasure we hold in Jesus.  Amen. 
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Offertory                     “Create in Me”                                                           [LSB 192] 
 

Create in me a clean heart. O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
 C: The light no darkness can overcome. 
 L: From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same, we cry aloud with joyful voice and say: 
 C: Glory be to you, O God, the Savior of all, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

(time for personal reflection) 
 

 L: Most merciful God, 
 C: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 L: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 

  

SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

  

Scripture Reading                                                                                 Ezekiel 33:7-9 
 

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked 

one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that 

wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 

the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his 

iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

 
 L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

We Profess our Faith                      “The Apostles Creed”                                         The Third Article 

 
   L: Together we confess our faith with the words of the Third article of the Apostles Creed: 
 C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 L: What does this mean? 
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   C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified 
and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way he calls, gather, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this 
Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last 
Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  
This is most certainly true 

 
Service of the Sacrament   
 

 L: The Salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord. 
 C: He is our stronghold in time of trouble. 
 L: It is good to praise the Lord. 
 C: And make music to your name, O Most High. 
 L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

  

 The Words of Institution 
 

 The Agnus Dei                                                                                         [LSB 163] 
  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

 

 

Private Prayer before Communing 
 

Dear Savior, at your gracious invitation I come to your table to eat and drink your holy body and 
blood.  Let me find favor in your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of 
my soul and to the glory of your holy name; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 

 

The Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Distribution Hymn         “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                                 [LSB 707] 
   

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His will! 

 

Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear. 

 

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e’er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 
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Make me to walk in Thy commands ’Tis a delightful road 
Nor let my head or heart or hands Offend against my God. 

 

Prayer as you go home 
 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that 
we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we 
may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 
 

 

You are now living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 

9:37-38) 
 

 
 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds 
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes 
believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 
• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to 

all who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 

 
 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 5 pm, Friday 9:30 am – 3 pm 
 
 

Social Distancing in Worship – Phase Two  
  
As of Sunday, August 9, STL will no longer have reserved or assigned seating for worship.  Instead, for 
the foreseeable future, sections of pews will be labeled “No Seating Please.”  These markers will keep 
all open seats at least six feet apart.    

As you arrive for worship, please continue to wear your face mask (at least until you are seated and 
when you are in the hallways).  On your way in, pick up a worship folder and select an available place 
to sit.  While family members are encouraged to sit together in the open areas, we ask that you to sit 
at least 6 feet away from anyone else.  



There is no change in the conclusion of the service.  As you come forward for communion, please carry 
all of your personal belongings – including your worship folder.  After communing, you will recess out 
the center aisle to the parking lot … taking your worship folder home with you.  

Offering boxes will continue to be at each entrance way … or, if you prefer, you can send in your tithes 
and offerings through the US mail or electronically through www.stl.eastpointe.org (Mission 
Support).  Remember, the mission and ministry of STL remains active and vital during these unsettling 
times.  You are important and your ongoing support is valued.  

 

 
Portals of Prayers for Oct – Dec are now in the church 

If you would like a copy mailed to you, please notify the office. 
 

Voter’s Assembly – September 22nd – 7 pm – in the church  
Elections will be held for Board of Directors 

 

Blood Drive – September 30th – 1 pm to 7 pm – in the gym 
Go to www.redcrossblood.org to make an appointment 

 
 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2020 

 

Scripture Readings: Genesis 50:15-21 / Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 

 
Saint Thomas Lutheran 

23801 Kelly Road, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021 - 586-772-3370 
www.stl-eastpointe.org 

Rev. Mark W. Hetzner, Senior Pastor 
Specific Ministry Pastor - Rev. Richard A. VanBriggle, Deacon Don Cooley 
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