
Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Eastpointe, Michigan 

 

Connecting Individuals to Jesus and to One Another 
Educating Minds – Growing Faith – Serving People 

 

We are here to serve our community.  As you worship with us online, the Lord Jesus is at work, uniting us as 
friends and family.  If you are curious to learn more out ministry in the community, go to www.stl-
eastpointe.org, or like us on Face Book. To get your questions answered in a more personal way, contact the 
church office (586-772-3370) and ask for a pastor/staff member to give you a call.   
 

Divine Service 
May 24, 2020 

 

RECIEVING THE GOOD NEWS 
 

The Ascension of our Lord 
  

The Scripture Reading                                                                                                Acts 1:3-11 
 

After Jesus’ death, he presented himself alive to his disciples in many different settings over 

a period of forty days. In face-to-face meetings, he talked to them about things concerning the 

kingdom of God. As they met and ate meals together, he told them that they were on no account 

to leave Jerusalem but “must wait for what the Father promised: the promise you heard from 

me. John baptized in water; you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit. And soon.” 

When they were together for the last time they asked, “Master, are you going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel now? Is this the time?” 

He told them, “You don’t get to know the time. Timing is the Father’s business. What you’ll 

get is the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, all over Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the world.” 

These were his last words. As they watched, he was taken up and disappeared in a cloud. 

They stood there, staring into the empty sky. Suddenly two men appeared—in white robes! They 

said, “You Galileans!—why do you just stand here looking up at an empty sky? This very Jesus 

who was taken up from among you to heaven will come as certainly—and mysteriously—as he 

left.” 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Prayer and Extinguishing of the Christ Candle 
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Opening Praise                       “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build”                    [LSB 492, vs. 1 & 2] 
    

On Christ’s ascension I now build The hope of my ascension; 
This hope alone has always stilled All doubt and apprehension; 

For where the Head is, there as well I know His members are to dwell 
    When Christ will come and call them. 

 

Since Christ returned to claim His throne, Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart will rest in Him alone, No other rest remaining; 

For where my treasure went before, There all my thoughts will ever soar 
    To still their deepest yearning. 

 

Entering Prayers 
  

 L: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
 L: The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your 

feet.” 
 C:  The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind – Christ is our priest forever. 
 L: The Lord is our light and our salvation – whom shall we fear? 
 C: For in the day of trouble he will keep us safe in his dwelling; he will hide us in the shelter of his 

tabernacle. 
 L: O King of Glory, Lord of Hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without 

your counsel or consolation, but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 C: Amen.                                                              
 

Hymn of Praise                         "This Is the Feast"                                                            [LSB 171] 
 

Cantor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 

All: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.   
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory are His.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen   
This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                    John 17:1-11 
 

 L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, chapter 17. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority 

over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that 

they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, 

having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
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 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours 

they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 

everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave 

me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but 

for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, 

and I am glorified in them. 11I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 

one, even as we are one.” 
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Announcements 
 

Children’s Sermon and Attendance Registration 
 

Please let us know you are watching by sending us a comment or an emoji 
 

Hymn of the Day              “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                        [LSB 725] 
    

Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
 

Sermon                                  “Our God Keeps His Promises!”                                1 Peter 4:19, 5:10 
 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls 
to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

 
Prayers of the Church   
 

L: Lord God, let us not be surprised when fiery trials come upon us as though something strange is 
happening.  Rather let us rejoice as we come to you with our prayers. 

 

(after each petition) 

L: Lord, in your mercy: 
C: Hear our prayer. 
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L: All this we pray in the name of Jesus, to whom be the dominion and power forever and ever. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Our Primary Prayer focus for this week is on Christ’s work through his Word: 
Calming all hearts when are filled with fear, shame or terror. 

In his people as we discover new ways to search the scripture together and care for one another. 
As the Holy Spirit develops faith in children and youth – through family devotions and other means. 

For people and families to read from the Bible daily. 
 

And we pray for all the people Jesus will draw into our building this month. 
 

And we remember those at both ends of life on this earth, the unborn and newly born, the elderly 
and those nearing life's end, remembering especially all pregnant mothers, those with COVID 19, 
and who are in hospice care, especially Chris Ratz. 
 

† In Our Thoughts and Prayers † 
 

God’s Healing Hand on: Theresa Cook, Brenda Finger, Lucille Setter (sister-in-law of Caroline Henze), Anna 
Neveau (cousin of Laura Thomas), Brenda Hillsinger Fader (daughter of Frieda), Kimberly Ross (mother of 
Dayna), Martha McClean (friend of the Phaneuf’s), Irene Bickel (Monica Hetzner’s mother). 
 

Continued prayers for Healing & Strength for: Sieg Gannon, Elsie Adams, Chris Huber, John Lemke (friend 
of Monica Hetzner), Beth White, Robert Laroche and Jan Adams (family of Elsie Adams), Tiffany Crow 
(granddaughter of Marilyn Redmond), Denise Godfrey (sister of Deborah Kujawski), Kathy Johnson (friend of 
Vicki Leberg), Claire Armstrong (granddaughter of Clyde & Carolyn Armstrong), Luella Riske (granddaughter 
of Jim, Thrivent Rep.), Scott Spencer (friend of Cardamone’s), Karl Hallberg (son-in-law of Cardamone’s), 
Paul Odendahl (brother-in-law of Eleanor Cardamone), Payton Gifford (great-granddaughter of Jane 
Gurnack). 
 

 

Voluntary 
 
On-line Giving – Don’t wish to mail in your mission support envelope/offering?  
You can scan this Quick Response (QR) code, with a QR decoder on your smart 
phone, it will take you to our on-line giving form, where you can have your mission 
support offering automatically taken from your checking account, or use your 
credit or debit card.  You can also set up recurring giving! Visit our web page (stl-
eastpointe.org) under Mission Support, for more on-line giving options. 
 

 
 

One of the primary reasons for obtaining wealth  

is to be able to give it to God. 
 

“. . . remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:35) 
 

 
 

-4 -  



Offertory                      “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”                      [LSB 461, vs.1 & 8] 
   

I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

 

He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

 
SENT TO THE MISSION FIELD 

 

Confession and Absolution 
  

 L: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 
asking Him to grant us forgiveness in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 C:  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 L: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and through the death and 

resurrection of his Son, Jesus, has paid for your sins, and defeated death and all your enemies.  
Therefore, your sins are all forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
  

  

Scripture Reading                                                        1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11 
 

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted 

for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 

you. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For 

it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the 

outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful 

Creator while doing good. ... 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 

may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you have suffered a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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We Profess our Faith:             “The Apostles Creed”  
    

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Closing Prayers 
  

 L: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets! 
 C:  Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful to me and answer me. 
 L: One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 

days of my life and seek him in his temple. 
 C:  Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. 
 L: Living together in trust and hope, we pray as our Lord himself has taught us:  
 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 
 L: Grant, O Lord, that the lips which have sung Your praise in the sanctuary, may glorify You in the 

world, that the ears, which have heard the voice of Your songs may be closed to the voice of 
clamor and dispute, that the eyes which have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed 
hope, that the tongues which have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth, and the 
bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may be restored to newness of 
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. 

 C: Amen. 
    

Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn            “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”                                                 [LSB 715] 
 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
    Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 

Chart and compass come from Thee. Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
    Boist’rous waves obey Thy will When Thou say’st to them, “Be still!” 

Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 
 

When at last I near the shore And the fearful breakers roar 
    Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while leaning on Thy breast, 

May I hear Thee say to me, “Fear not, I will pilot thee.” 
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You are living in 
the (your) 

Mission Field 
“The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send YOU out into his harvest.”  (Matthew 

9:37-38) 
 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
May 31, 2020 

 

Scripture Readings: Acts 2:1-21 / John 7:37-39 
 

Sermon Title: “Flowing Rivers”  - Text:  John 7:37-38 
 
 

 

Our Confession of Faith 
 

As members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LC-MS), we subscribe to the three ecumenical creeds 
(Apostles, Nicene and Athanasian) and the Christian faith as confessed in the Book of Concord.  This includes 
believing that: 

• Jesus Christ is both true God and true man who died for our sins and rose again to save us. 

• His body/blood are truly present in communion under the form of bread/wine (page 326). 

• Communion is, among other things, an expression of doctrinal unity. 
• Infant baptism is a Means of Grace through which God delivers one from sin and gives eternal salvation to 

all who believe (page 325 in Lutheran Service Book). 
 
 
 

Notice to Members and Friends: Southbound Kelly Road, north of Hauss Ave. to Norton Ave. which 
includes St. Thomas, will be closed from May 11, 2020, weather dependent, until mid-August.  For 
access to properties from northbound Kelly Road – All driveway approaches along southbound Kelly 
Road will be removed and replaced with new concrete as part of the project. Once concrete has been 
poured for new driveway approaches, the new concrete must cure for 7-10 days to achieve required 
strength prior to opening to traffic. However, temporary access will be provided to all properties along 
the west side of Kelly Road for the entire duration of the project by installing temporary gravel access 
driveways from northbound Kelly Road across the center median. Please keep this in mind when you 
come to St. Thomas.  You can also park on the side streets or Stephens and walk over, if you desire. 
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