
 
      Welcome to the New Year … a 
year in which we introduce a new mis-
sion statement for Saint Thomas Lu-
theran (STL).  You may have noticed it 
as you first opened this publication.  It 
has a new name for the New Year.  

The new name reflects our new mission statement.  They reflect 
the fact that we are looking for new ways to communicate with you 
better. 
      STL Connections (formerly “The Enlightener”) is published on 
a regular basis by STL with the intent of informing its readers of 
upcoming activities connected to our mission.  It is available elec-
tronically (if you would like us to e mail it to you, just give us the 
word) and in print version.  All information comes with an invitation 
– “We would love to have you be a part of any activity.” 
 
        Our new mission statement – Connecting People to Jesus 
and to One Another by doing for over 130 years.  Through Word 
and Sacrament the Father connects us to himself in Jesus … while 
at the same time pouring out his Holy Spirit upon us, making us 
one body (the body of Christ – people connected to Jesus and to 
one another).  As a congregation our ministry emphases are edu-
cating, growing and serving.                                ( con’t on inside cover.) 

Having difficulty deciding 
whether or not to attend the St. 
Thomas 28th Annual Women’s 
Retreat on March 6th?  Here’s 
what a few notable people had to 
say about past retreats: 

 

     

    “The dining room and church were 
tastefully decorated!”  Martha Stewart 

     

    “ Stupendous!  I could not have done a 
more professional musical job myself!”  J. 
S. Bach               ( con’t on inside cover.) 
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Educating through such ministries as our pre-school, our K-
8 school, our support of Lutheran High Schools, our minis-
try to parents, couples, … 

Growing through worship and Bible study, Sunday School 
and devotional materials, Faith Connection Workshops 
and … 

Serving through Soup And Sandwich Saturdays, McREST, 
Door-to-Door Ministry, Grief Share, Food Pantry, Card 
Ministry, Phone Ministry, … 

 
We believe many new and exciting opportunities will be coming your way in 2010.  We 
believe God is active in our world and in the life of STL.  We believe he wants you to be con-
nected to Jesus and to others … and we want you to know that we would love to have you be 
connected through us.                                                      Blessings from Pastor Mark Hetzner 

The choir will once again present 
The Weeping Tree on Good Friday 
evening, April 2 at 7PM.  This 
poignant presentation intertwines 
newly composed music, beautiful 
hymns, thoughtful narration, 
drama, symbolism and liturgical 
dance all focusing on the cross of 
Christ.  The Weeping Tree repre-
sents the tree cut and fashioned by 
hatred and violence that ultimately 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

becomes the tree of life for the 
world.   

Come to STL on Good Friday at 7pm. 
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Happy New Year (cont. from page 1.) 

The Weeping Tree—Good Friday 

 

We invite you to join us from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on March 6th to 
hear Allison Bottke, bestselling inspira-
tional author and speaker and the foun-
der of the acclaimed God Allows U-Turns 
book series and outreach ministry, and 
Melissa Gray, our musician. 

The cost is $20 and includes a conti-
nental breakfast and lunch.  After Feb-
ruary 21, 2010, the registration fee is 
$25.  Deadline for reservations is  

 

February 28, 2010.  For more informa-
tion, please contact the church office. 

 

Please join us for a full-filled day of 
relaxation and praise to our great God! 

God Allows U-Turns (cont. from page 1.)    

 

“Terrific book selection by many fine 
Christian authors!”  Laura Bush 

 

“As a speaker, I couldn’t have said it 
better myself!”  Barbara Walters 

 

 

Our new mission 
statement – Connecting People to Jesus and to One Another by  doing for over 130 years.  

  

 March 6, 2010 



 

Items collected are  
offered to our  

community 
at our next  

Soup And Sandwich 

Saturday Event  
(February 20)  

at NO CHARGE.  

Mile & Harper) 15% of sales from 5-8pm 
benefit the  St. Thomas Family Life Commit-
tee. 

So come and enjoy your dinner or a 
snack with us from 5-8pm on the above 
dates at the 13 & Harper location! 

 

We thank you in advance for your support  

and  participation!  

We invite YOU, our St. Thomas family 
and friends, to join us from 5-8pm on  

“Wednesday Wendy’s Night”  

 February 10th,  

March 10th 

April 14th  

How can you participate and help St. Thomas? 
Just go to the Wendy’s located at 31159 
Harper in St. Clair Shores (located at 13 

 
SEE YOU 
THERE! 

Soup And Sandwich Saturday—Invitation to Our Community 

Wendy’s Night’s are back! 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR LUNCH 
At No Charge 

HOMEMADE Soups, Chili  
Hot Dogs, Salad Bar,  
HOMEMADE Desserts  

Pumpkin Breads 
 

Free Transportation: Reservations 
Necessary by February 19  

 
Contact the church office. 

Soup And Sandwich Saturday Coat Collection 
 

NOW THRU FEBUARY 18 
Needed donations  

Blankets, coats, hats, 
scarves, mittens,  

boots and sweaters   
 

Spread the word to family, friends,  
neighbors and co-workers 

 

 

COMPLIMENTARY COAT ROOM &  

WARM WEATHER OUTERWEAR 
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February 20, 2010 

For more information 
Contact the church office. 



PTL has a 12 Hour Crop Day  
February 27th in the Gym,  

For all the avid scrap bookers out 
there.  The event runs from 9am to 9pm 

and for $30 each attendee will have 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks 

provided.  In addition we will have sev-
eral vendors and lots of prizes.   

Checks may be made out to St. Thomas 
Lutheran and there will be additional 
flyers forms in the school & church  

office for registration. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR 
YOUR CHILDREN 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m. 

We meet in the church for an 
opening devotion and then 

are off to classes. 
 

Classes are for children age 
three through Grade 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare is available for  
children under three. 

The setting is warm and friendly 
– the lessons invaluable – the 
opportunity very important for 
your children’s growth and de-
velopment.  We encourage you 

to join us this Sunday. 

For more information, see 
the flier at the welcome. 
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12 Hour Crop Day—Attention ALL Scrap bookers 

JOIN OUR Sunday School 

 

 

Sr. & Jr. Youth host Easter Egg Hunt 
Sr. and Jr. Youth are planning a special 
day of fun children through Grade 4 won’t 
want to miss! An Easter Egg Hunt, Face 
Painting, and a special visit from our hop 
along friend, Easter Bunny, are a few of 
the special activities being planned. So 
bring your Easter basket ready to fill it up 
with lots of goodies and plan on having a 
day you’ll  remember. Donations of candy 
are being accepted during the month of 
February. For more information please 
contact the church office. 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Palm Sunday 

12:30 p.m. 

 
Please Join Us Open to All Adults 

Who Love To Scrap! 



 

 

MONDAY EVENINGS @ 6:00 p.m.  conference room 1 

Each session begins with a video featuring personal stories of 
people who are grieving the death of a loved one and expert 
insights on topics important to grief recovery. 

 
After each video small group support interaction You’ll stay with 

the same group of people for the 13 GriefShare sessions It’s likely 
that you’ll begin to see the people in your group as “family” 

 
Join our GriefShare Support Group for Community, Understanding,  

Support and Encouragement 
Grief Share is non-denominational featuring Biblical teaching of grief and recovery topics. 

For additional information call 586‐772‐3370 

JOIN US FOR  
MONDAY VESPERS 
7:30 p.m. every week 

 
A less formal setting for  

hearing God’s Word 
and 

receiving the  
Sacrament of the Altar 

February 1st will include  
“A Call to Action” 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

 
Join our GriefShare Support 

Group for 

Community, Understanding, 

Support and Encouragement 
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AA Meetings  - Monday’s and Friday’s 

Gym 

Al Anon Meetings – Friday’s 

Fireside Lounge 

Both begin at 7:30 p.m. 



 Here are just a few of the things that inspired me from our last gathering: 
 Ø  “When we find ourselves knocked down, whether in great pain and sadness or in the rigmarole of daily life, we are 
on our knees for a reason – to turn to God for strength and guidance.” 

Ø  “I was never emotional or a worrier before I had kids, but I know that my 
hope and faith in God is the thing that keeps me strong for my family.” 
Ø  One of the women shared how her faith got her through the separation 
and threat to their marriage of her husband’s military deployment. To help 
other women with no hope at all, she started a support group to offer encour-
agement and faith. Her own marriage survived and is strong because of 
God’s presence. 
Ø  “Life is like a connect- the- dots puzzle. We can't see the picture right now. 
We can't always see the path – but it’s there. Faith is what keeps me on the 
journey down the path and searching for the picture.” 
Ø  One man explained to his daughter how Jiminy Cricket was like Pinoc-
chio’s conscience, helping him know right from wrong. His daughter won-
dered, “Dad, are you my conscience?” He shared with his daughter the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit that God 
has given us to guide us each day and through each decision. 

 Wow! The power of faith and prayer was an important piece of each story. My friends see themselves as ordinary, but 
as we heard God’s power in each of our lives we became convinced that faith is extraordinary. 
 Here are some of the questions we asked each other that day. Take a look at them and you might be surprised at 
how God has made you extraordinary too! 
  Ø  Can you point to a significant event that has shaped your faith? What happened as a result? 

Ø  How did your church/small group/faith community help you to find deeper meaning during that process? 
Ø  What is your understanding of the impact faith has on daily life? 
Ø  What specific challenges have you encountered while seeking to make faith the most significant force in your 
life? 
Ø  What unexpected joys have been a part of all this? 
Ø  How have you seen God working in your life? Have you always been able to see God as a part of all this? 

 When our conversations are focused on God’s promises in Jesus we see our friendships, faith, and trust in God grow. 
Here at St. Thomas we offer many opportunities to grow…   We have several Bible Studies you can attend. We offer 
many ways to serve each other here and in the community around us. Have you been to a Bible Study lately?  If not, 
we would love to have you join us again!                                                                                    Deacon Jerry Corbett 
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DISCIPLESHIP (con’t from page 8) 

ASH WEDNESDAY  February 17 —  3:30 & 7:00 p.m.  
(with ashes and holy communion) 

Mid-Week Lenten Services   —  3:30 & 7:00 p.m. 
February 24, March 3, 10,17 & 24  



Christian Symbols 

BIBLE QUIZ 

In Revelation 22:16 Jesus says: “It is I, Jesus, 

who sent my angel to you with this testimony 

for the churchs. I am the root and the 

descendant of ________________, the bright 

morning star.”  

Choose the correct name from the list below: 

A. Isaas    

B. Jacob 

C. David 

D. Solomon 

 

The Olive Branch is a symbol of peace, harmony and healing. 
Olive trees provide shelter, as well as oil used for ointment 
and consecration. Thee Olive Branch also represents 
deliverance from hardships and anxiety because a dove 
brought an olive leaf back to Noah’s ark after the flood ended 
(Genesis 8:11) 

Answer: C 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULES 
Worship @ 8:15 & 11:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes for all ages @ 9:45 a.m. 
Child care available for children under age 3 



DISCIPLESHIP  

23801 Kelly Road 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 

   

St. Thomas Lutheran 
Church 

we have been given in our 
baptism. We cling to the 
hope that we have in 
Christ Jesus. 
 Faith may be a part of 
the really big decisions 
we make, but is it a part 
of even the little deci-
sions we make each 
day? Are we able to turn 
our everyday worries 
into prayers? 
   
Continued on page 6. 
 

Once a week I meet with 
about 8 to 10 co-workers at 
lunch and we talk about 
work, our families, our 
faith, and how it helps us 
through our days. Our little 
group reflects the world 
around us. We consist of 
people from different back-
grounds, men and women, 
multi-cultural, and we rep-
resent at least 5 different 
denominations within 
Christendom. We talk and 
listen, we laugh and shed 
tears together, and always 
we focus on the gift of faith 

  

586-772-3370 Church 
586-772-3372 School 
586-772-6265 Fax 

Educating-Growing-Serving 

www.stl-
eastpointe.org  

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS 
AND ONE ANOTHER 
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